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For the 
commencement 
ceremonies marking 

its125th birthday, 
Henderson State University 
welcomed graduate Bobby 
Bones, '02, as speaker. He 
was also recognized with 
the Distinguished Alumni 
award. Bones recently 
received his second 
Academy of Country 
Music award for "National 
On-Air Personality of the 
Year." The Bobby Bones 
Show originates from WSIX 
in Nashville, Tennessee, 
and can be heard on 
nearly 100 country radio 
stations nationwide by 
millions of listeners.
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By Jordan Argo

F
rom a trip to the Division II baseball world 
series to the first win for a Great American 
Conference (GAC) football team in the playoffs 

to many other conference winning performances, 
Henderson State University students were winners 
on their respective playing fields. In 2015, Reddie 
student-athletes brought home many trophies, but it 
is off the field where the most incredible success has 
been accomplished for the university’s most visible 
representatives.

“We expect our student-athletes to be great 
students and dedicated to being servant leaders 
in our community,” commented Henderson State 
Athletic Director Shawn Jones.  “Our coaches 
and administrators have developed tremendous 
community outreach initiatives to ensure we instill 
the life lesson of service to others.” 

Henderson State’s student-athletes have 
excelled in the classroom, as well, with nearly a 
3.0 overall grade point average (GPA). Six of the 12 

athletic programs held team GPAs over a B average, 
with the tennis team topping the list with a 3.68 
cumulative GPA.

“Our student-athletes have continued to make 
incredible strides academically,” said Jones.  “That 
is a testament to the young women and men our 
coaches have recruited, challenged and nurtured 
here at Henderson.  In addition, the academic 
support system Dr. Glen Jones and Dr. Steve 
Adkison have put into place is allowing our kids the 
best chance at success, which is our ultimate goal.”

Reddie success on numerous fields of play has 
created a sense of excitement for students, alumni 
and employees throughout the year. For the first 
time since joining the NCAA in 1993, Henderson 
State football found itself on the winning side of the 
postseason.  The Reddie 23-16 win over Sioux Falls, 
in the first round of the NCAA Division II football 
playoffs, also marked the first playoff win for a 
member of the GAC.

“HSU’s playoff victory was a big step forward 

Student-athletes succeed 
on and off playing field

We expect our 
student-athletes to 
be great students 

and dedicated to being 
servant leaders in our 
community. Our coaches 
and administrators have 
developed tremendous 
community outreach 
initiatives to ensure we 
instill the life lesson of 
service to others.

 Shawn Jones, 
Athletic Director

HENDERSONTHE SPIRIT
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for the GAC,” said conference commissioner Will 
Prewitt.  “We’ve been so close in recent years of 
seeing a member get that win.  It’s going to help 
add credibility to the conference as we continue 
striving to compete in the toughest Super Region in 
Division II football.”

To that testament, Reddie football has 
dominated GAC play since the conference’s 
formation in 2011, accumulating a 40-4 record 
against conference opponents.  The team has also 
swung the Battle of the Ravine record in its favor. 

Henderson State also tallied a 7-3 record 
against Ouachita Baptist during the 2015 baseball 
and softball seasons, holding a record of 4-2 in 
baseball and 3-1 in softball.  Both teams found 
success outside of the rivalry as well, with the Lady 
Reddies claiming the regular season GAC crown 

national champion University of Tampa.
The Henderson State men’s golf team kept with 

the spring 2015 trend, taking home its second 
consecutive GAC title.  Drew Greenwood helped 
lead the Reddies to the conference championship, 
claiming the individual GAC title after shooting one 
under par.

The Lady Reddie golfers nearly grabbed a 
second straight conference championship of 
their own, finishing as the GAC runner-up behind 
Arkansas Tech.  The ladies won their first team 
GAC title in 2014, finishing six strokes better than 
Arkansas Tech.

Henderson State continued to find success 
throughout its athletic programs during the 
2015 seasons.  In women’s cross country, Emily 
Castleman was awarded the first ever GAC 
Distinguished Scholar Athlete Award while Annie 
Shannon was honored as a women’s tennis 
first-team all-conference member and the GAC 

and the baseball team advancing to the NCAA 
Division II National Championships.

The regular season GAC championship in 2015 
marked the first for Henderson State softball, 
which finished as the conference tournament 
runner-up for the second time in three years.  The 
Lady Reddies continued their historic season with 
the team’s first appearance in the NCAA Central 
Regional before closing the season with a record 
high 43 wins.

Not to be outdone, Reddie baseball continued 
its historic 2015 season with its first appearance 
in the NCAA postseason, advancing past the NCAA 
Central Regional and into the Division II National 
Championships.  The Reddies worked their way 
into the final four before being ousted by eventual 

Continued on page 21
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By Deborah Sesser

A landmark for Henderson students over the 
last half-century, the historic Caddo Center 
Cafeteria will find a new purpose thanks 

to nearly $1.7 million in grants from the Arkansas 
Natural and Cultural Resource Council. Once 
completed, the former cafeteria will provide a one-
stop shop for student success as well as feature 
secure, museum-quality gallery space and an 
interpretation room for Native American artifacts. 

The longest serving cafeteria to be housed 
on Henderson’s campus, Caddo Center Cafeteria 
remained in use from its grand opening on July 4, 
1949 until 2012, when the kitchen, adjoining food 
storage and preparation rooms, and dining area 
were no longer adequate to meet the university’s 
culinary needs without extensive and costly 
renovations. A new, larger dining facility with 
more efficient kitchen equipment was built with 
the assistance of Aramark, the university’s food-
service provider, and is located nearer to student 
housing. Since then, the two story split-level, 
fireproof red brick structure has been used for 
storage while the university deliberated the next 
stage in its life. 

Henderson sought a future use that would 
most benefit students as well as the wider 
community while preserving the beautiful, 

historic structure. Thanks to the 2014-2020 
“Beyond the Horizon” Strategic Plan, university 
officials had a clear idea of campus needs based 
on the input of faculty, staff, alumni, students and 
other constituent groups who participated during 
the year-long process. Henderson envisioned 
a space where students would be supported in 
achieving their own educational goals. 

In 2015, the university secured funding from 
the Arkansas Natural and Cultural Resources 
Council for the first phase of renovation and 
preservation of the historical Caddo Center 
Cafeteria, once heralded as the most modern 
building in the state, for much-needed 
support space and to house an exhibit hall and 
interpretation room to display Native American 
artifacts from the Joint Educational Consortium 
(JEC) Hodges Collection.

The multi-year renovation project will 
culminate in a new one-stop shop for student 
success and retention. With dedicated offices for 
academic advising, supplemental instruction and 
a writing center, in addition to other supporting 
areas for student admissions and registration, 
Henderson will provide a renewed focus of 
support for current and future students.

With museum-quality exhibition space, 
interpretation room, and a gallery in the front of 

Building 
continues 
to impact 
student life

REBIRTH: Cafeteria      prepares for new service

Continued on page 8
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By David Sesser 

“The Caddo Center is close to the heart of 
students by the way of their stomachs.” 

In 1963, the Star yearbook described 
Henderson State University’s longest serving 
dining facility in this way. Generations of students 
have used the building not only to eat meals but 
also for recreational activities and social events. 
As the building transforms into its next phase of 
service to the campus community, looking back at 
how and why the facility has been so important 
to generations of Reddies becomes even more 
important. 

Research shows that there is a positive 
association between the availability of healthy 

food on college campuses and higher grade point 
averages. Students are often leaving the homes and 
kitchens of their parents for the first time, and they 
can rely on the cafeteria to serve as a welcome 
respite from the rigors of coursework. 

Dining facilities on college campuses provide a 
connection to home and community, a fact evident 
on the Henderson campus since the first dining 
facility opened in October 1890. The first wing 
completed of the building, the east wing housed 
not only the kitchen but also separate dining halls 
for male and female students. 

The disastrous fire of 1914 began in the 
kitchen and lead to the total destruction of the 
main building. Within a week, a temporary 

Building 
continues 
to impact 
student life

REBIRTH: Cafeteria      prepares for new service

Continued on page 9
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the structure, the Caddo Center will celebrate 
the past while looking to the future.

The university’s newly-approved Museum 
Studies program will benefit from the space – 
with secure, climate-controlled display cases 
that can house artifacts and interpretive signage 
from the Caddo peoples who once lived in the 
Ouachita River area. Students will be provided 
with experiential learning opportunities 
relevant to their 
future careers in 
museums and 
galleries.

Ideally, the 
building renovation 
project will be 
split into three 
renovation 
phases – exterior 
preservation and 
safety upgrades, 
exhibition hall and 
support spaces, 
and, finally, student 
support services 
offices. Funding 
will determine the 
renovation schedule, though the university will 
continue to seek support for the adaptive re-use 
of its historic Caddo Center.

Rehabilitation of the Caddo Center Cafeteria 
would allow the university to preserve the 
historic core of campus, opening the possibility 
of a future historic district on the Henderson 

State campus. Furthermore, creating a 
specifically redesigned space with climate 
control and UV filtering will allow the aging 
facility to continue to serve the Henderson 
community and state for years to come. This 
project will allow artifacts to be safely exhibited 
and shared with a wider audience of students 
and the general public. The entire project, 
estimated at $3,471,712, calls for adaptive reuse 
of the historic, two-story red brick structure to 

create a grand exhibit 
hall, interpretation 
room, and gallery 
spanning the front 
entrance and center axis 
of the building.

The first phase of 
renovation is nearly 
complete. According 
to SCM Architects of 
Little Rock, securing 
the building envelope 
is expected to be 
completed within one 
year and will help to 
preserve the entire 
structure of Georgian 
Colonial design for years 

to come. Workers have removed, cleaned and 
repaired the existing 66-year-old Ludowici clay 
tile roof, returned some of the non-original 
elements (metal louvers for windows) added for 
kitchen functionality to their original condition, 
repaired and repainted wooden elements, and 

The university’s newly-approved 
Museum Studies program will 
benefit from the space – with 

secure, climate-controlled display cases 
that can house artifacts and interpretive 
signage from the Caddo peoples 
who once lived in the Ouachita River 
area. Students will be provided with 
experiential learning opportunities 
relevant to their future careers in 
museums and galleries.

Continued from page 7

Continued from page 6

Continued on page 11
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By Steve Fellers

The Caddo Indians lived in Clark 
County and the surrounding area from 
about 1,000-1,700 A.D. and are an 
important part of the region’s history. It 
is likely that the earlier residents living 
in what archaeologists call the Woodland 
period were their ancestors.

Many Native American artifacts 
have been collected and are part of 
several collections, including the Hodges 
Collection curated by archaeologists at the 
Arkansas Archeological Survey’s Henderson 
State University research station.

Dr. T.L. Hodges and his wife Charlotte 
collected the artifacts in the 1930s and 
1940s, mostly from Caddo Indian sites in 
Clark and Hot Spring counties. The Joint 
Educational Consortium acquired the 
collection from Charlotte Hodges in 1977.

The JEC Hodges collection has about 
55,000 objects, including stone tools and 
broken pottery pieces, along with whole, 
reconstructed, and partial ceramic vessels. 
It includes a collection purchased by the 
Hodges in the 1940s.

“The Hodges Collection is very 
important, in part because many of the 
archaeological sites that these artifacts 
came from have been eroded away by 
stream channels, flooded by lakes, land 
leveled for farming or construction,” said 
Dr. Mary Beth Trubitt, survey station 
archeologist at Henderson State.

“Many of these sites are gone, and 

the records and collections from the 1930s 
provide our only information on many of these 
Caddo mounds and sites.”

Trubitt said she is excited about plans to 
display some of the artifacts in the renovated 
Caddo Cafeteria. 

“This is a significant collection, important 
to the people in this area, important in terms 
of Arkadelphia’s history, to Caddo Indian 
history, and important in the context of Caddo 
archeology,” she said. “There are many beautiful 
and interesting objects in the collection, and it 
will be great for more people to see them.”

The Hodges Collection artifacts were first 
exhibited at the Henderson State University 
Museum in 1981 and have been displayed in 
several venues in Arkadelphia.

With archaeological fieldwork still under 
way in the area, the collection continues to grow.

“This is what we are typically working on 
during our weekly archeology lab days at the 
station,” Trubitt said. “People are interested in 
seeing these objects and are interested in what 
we can learn from them, so I try to spend some 
of my time giving public talks and developing 
exhibits and displays in this part of Arkansas.”

Collection significant to area 

wooden dining facility was constructed, but it still 
boasted separate dining halls for male and female 
students.      

This structure served the college until a 
permanent dining facility could be constructed 
behind the newly completed College Hall. This 
structure was simply known as the Kitchen and 
Dining Halls and seated 260 individuals. A faculty 
member sat at each table to keep the student body 
under control. Our history does not tell us whether 
or not men and women were still seated separately 
in this facility. 

The last structure to serve the students of 
Henderson-Brown College, this particular dining 

hall continued to be utilized by Henderson 
State Teachers College during its early years of 
operation. With the construction of Mary Sue 
Mooney Hall in 1933, a new dining hall opened 
on campus. Housed on the first floor along with 
a kitchen, the dining facilities accompanied a 
common area for students to relax. The second 
and third stories held dormitory rooms for female 
students.

Mooney Hall offered students dining options 
through World War II. With the implementation 
of the GI Bill, students flooded Henderson State. 
The facility in Mooney was no longer adequate 
for the growing student body and other buildings 

Continued from page 7

Continued on page 10
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The university's current dining hall offers food and interaction for students, 
faculty and staff members - as well as area residents - every day.  

Visit hsu.campusdish.com to find out more about what's being 
served today. Then make plans to join us for a great meal.

on campus were nearing the end of their useful 
lifespan at the same time. The college constructed 
two buildings in 1948-49 to meet the growing 
enrollment. The first, Arkansas Hall, was 
constructed on the South Lawn and contained both 
an auditorium and the college library. 

The second building was a new cafeteria. 
Located east of Mooney Hall, the cafeteria was a 
two-story, split-level Georgian Colonial structure. 
Designed to be fireproof, the cafeteria was one of 
the most modern in the state when it opened. 

Comfortably seating 360 diners, the cafeteria 

could accommodate up to 480. In addition to 
the dining hall, a small private dining room, 
small reception area, and student commons and 
recreation room were included in the building. The 
kitchen and storage rooms were located on the 
main floor with refrigerated areas and a butcher 
shop on the lower level. 

The cost of the entire building and all of the 
furnishings was approximately $175,000. The first 
meals were served July 4, 1949, and during that fall 
semester, approximately 1,500 meals were served 
every day.

When the building opened, it was simply 

Continued from page 8

Continued from page 9
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tuck-point and seal masonry. In addition, work 
will be completed to grade the entrance area and 
add additional exits for ADA accessibility and to 
meet current fire code. 

The renovation of the historic Caddo Center 
overlaps with another important undertaking for 
energy efficiency on campus. Henderson State 
has committed to the installation of a university 
chilled water loop and burying of select overhead 
electrical lines, a $9.4 million project, of which 
$100,000 directly 
benefits the Caddo 
Center Cafeteria. 

The university most 
recently received a 
$550,000 grant to focus 
renovation efforts on 
the structure’s public 
space, including an 
interior exhibit hall, 
gallery and artifacts 
interpretation room 
that will be available 
to classes and visiting 
groups for special 
presentations. 
The Native American artifacts in the Joint 
Educational Consortium (JEC) Hodges Collection 
represent an important part of the history and 
culture of the Caddo Nation. With currently 
inadequate exhibition space, the 1,350 whole, 
partial, or reconstructable pottery vessels from 
A.D. 1000 to A.D. 1800 have remained in storage 
for nearly 40 years - since their gift to the JEC 
in 1977 - with just four small rotating exhibits 
placed in individual cases in the Arkadelphia 
community. 

The exhibit hall will share with a wider 
audience the history and culture of the Caddo 
peoples and the impact they had on the areas 
of Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas and Oklahoma 
where they lived. Additionally, Henderson State 
University and the Joint Educational Consortium 
plan to continue to consult with the Caddo 
Nation about this collection. Before opening 
the exhibit hall, gallery and interpretation 
room, Henderson will secure the services of a 
trained osteologist to inventory and document 

potential funerary 
objects in the JEC 
Hodges Collection 
in preparation 
for display or 
repatriation.

Finally, upon 
completion of 
both the exterior 
envelope and the 
interior exhibit hall 
and public space 
renovation, the 
university will focus 
on finishing the 
interior to relocate 

a significant portion of student services in the 
building’s posterior, thus creating additional 
traffic through the exhibit hall. 

Creative reuse of an historic structure 
such as the Caddo Center Cafeteria will allow 
future generations to appreciate the building’s 
Georgian architecture, representative of a core 
of remaining structures on the Henderson 
State University campus in Arkadelphia, while 
supporting the university’s current needs and 
student population.

known as the Cafeteria. Within a year, the building 
received an official name. The Caddo Center, its 
new moniker, honored the American Indian tribe 
that formerly resided in the area.        

The building quickly became an important 
gathering place on campus for students. The 
commons area provided a space to watch 
television and relax or even the opportunity 
to play the piano. The students welcomed the 
addition of air conditioning to the building in 
1956, and the building was expanded in 1964 to 
accommodate more diners. 

As the building served first Henderson State 

Teachers College and later Henderson State 
College and Henderson State University, the 
enrollment continued to grow. At the same time, 
the campus expanded and multiple dormitories 
opened on the northern edge of the university. 
When the Caddo opened, many students resided in 
Mooney, Womack and other nearby residences. 

The Caddo ceased operations after the spring 
2013 semester. Henderson State opened a new 
dining hall at that time, and the Caddo has stood 
empty since then. Now the building will enter 
its next phase of service to the university – as a 
student services center.

The multi-year renovation project will 
culminate in a new one-stop shop 
for student success and retention. 

With dedicated offices for academic 
advising, supplemental instruction, and 
a writing center, in addition to other 
supporting areas for student admissions 
and registration, Henderson will provide 
a renewed focus of support for current 
and future students.

Continued from page 8
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By Ashley Bles

Remembering freshman year of college 
brings back a rollercoaster of emotions – the 
excitement of starting school, the apprehension 

about grades and scheduling. A graduate might 
remember the many little things along the way 
that were confusing: deadlines for registering and 
dropping classes; navigating housing, financial aid, 
billing; dress code (is there one?); deciphering a class 
schedule (and what ‘MWF’ or ‘TR’ means). 

For most students, it gets easier over time. Along 
the way, however, there are always new challenges: 
how to declare a major, fill out the graduation 
application, write a resume, apply for jobs, apply for 
graduate school – the list goes on and on. 

Many college students have a counselor, 
advisor or mentor to help them through 
this confusing world. Parents often provide stability 
and instruction for students when they enter the 
world of higher education. For many students, 
however, navigating college life is more difficult 
because they are the first in their family to attend a 
university. First-generation families are often unable 
to give advice on these important subjects. 

During the 2015-2016 academic year, 56 
percent of Henderson State University’s students 
were first generation. These newcomers to the 
college landscape encounter many struggles that 
come with that label. 

The challenges a first-generation college student 
faces stretch from academic struggles to managing 
time and finances. Many first-generation students 
encounter the lack of available support, both with 
academics and the normal stresses of entering 
adulthood. Many first generation college students 
also have to pay for tuition, living expenses and 
textbooks. Financial hardships can mean extra stress 
and less time to devote to classes. 

Of course, some of the most valuable resources 
for any student are scholarships. Scholarships 
are often made possible through the donations 
of alumni and benefactors who can establish 
endowments, which mean that an initial gift helps 
students for many years down the road. Scholarship 

requirements can be specified at the time that a gift is 
made. 

Often, scholarships are established in honor of 
deceased loved ones. Others may simply be for old 
classmates who are remembered fondly, as is the case 
with one anonymous donor whose scholarship is for 
education majors in honor of a school friend. 

“She was a good girl, a good student, and she had 
a quick mind,” the donor said. “She was poor, though, 
and worked her way through school. She was an 
underdog and she was deserving, and that inspired 
me.” This donor hopes that the scholarship may 
enable more students to grow into good teachers, like 
his friend was. 

Michelle Harrison, another donor, was also 
inspired to start a scholarship. Her husband Jeffrey 
passed away in August 2015 and inspired her to give 
to Henderson State University

“We wanted to do something for him to show his 
love for flying,” Harrison said. “It was his passion. It’s 
good to give back to what you love to do, what got 
you started, to help those who are younger.” 

She added that specific professions like aviation 
are especially in need of mentors who can help 
guide students through the program. Her husband 
participated in shadowing and internship programs 
through Stephens, Inc. 

“It’s very exciting that we’re going to be able to 
give this award out to help somebody else and keep 
Jeff’s dedication alive,” Harrison said.

Academic support
Henderson State University also has a number of 

plans in place – or in development – that are designed 
to help ensure student success and retention 
to graduation, one of the university’s goal in its 
current strategic plan.  Some of those programs are 
specifically in place to help first generation college 
students. Student Support Services (SSS) provides 
free peer tutoring, workshops, academic advising 
and other services for first-generation students. The 
program is one of six federally funded TRIO programs 
on the Henderson State campus. The mission for 
SSS is to assist low-income, first-generation college 
students reach their educational goals.

Breaking ground
Alums support first-generation student success

HENDERSONTHE SPIRIT
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Student Support Services offers office 
machines and a computer lab, as well as textbooks, 
standardized test guides, laptops, digital cameras and 
other educational equipment for students to check 
out. Tutoring is available in all academic subjects 
as well as tutoring for the Praxis test for teachers, 
resume building, computer skills and study skills. 
Students can also receive help filling out graduate 
school and scholarship applications or get one-on-
one advising with the SSS staff. 

Brenda Hagerich, assistant director of Henderson 
State University’s Student Support Services, said first 
generation college students are especially vulnerable 
and in need of assistance. The program provides 
assistance to a limited number of students – only 308 
– so that each student can receive personal attention 
and support. 

SSS is not the only area on campus that has been 
focused on ensuring student success. Associate 
Dean of Student Services Pam Ligon has been hard 
at work establishing new programs to help students 
- especially those new to the college environment - 
navigate this strange new world.  

Among the important changes designed to 

increase student retention through graduation is the 
introduction of professional advisors for students.  
Students already are required to have an advisor 
from their individual areas of study. Students are 
now also required to see a professional advisor in 
the Academic Advising Center. These individuals 
are available to guide students through important 
guidelines, paperwork and steps toward successful 
graduation, and the advisors are integral to ensuring 
students have a well-rounded academic experience at 
Henderson State.

“These advisors will be there to help students 
with things that they don’t even know that they don’t 
know - things like when paperwork is due, deadlines 
for adding or dropping classes,” Ligon said. “They 
will be required to check in with them to make sure 
things are going smoothly.” 

 
Support throughout college

Another learning curve for many students – first 
generation or not – is related to the administrative 
functioning of the university. Henderson State leaders 
established the Henderson Seminar to help freshmen 

Education was an important constant for Stella Spoon. 
After leaving high school to help take care of her ill father, 

Spoon attended secretarial courses at a school of business in 
Hot Springs. At the age of 39, she finally was able to begin her 
college career at Henderson State University. From there, she 
would earn her bachelor’s degree in business administration 
and later a Master of Business Administration degree from 
North Texas University. 

She then came back home to Henderson to teach for 22 
years before retiring in 1991. 

Spoon also helped to establish the Henderson State 
University Credit Union as its treasurer, was active in her 
community as a volunteer of the Lighthouse Ministries and did 
volunteer auditing of non-profits in the area.

This love for her community, and particularly Henderson 
State, was reflected through her contributions of both time 
and money to the school. Over the course of 33 years, Spoon 
would donate an amazing 294 times. The donations also 
ranged in interests, from the School of Business to athletics, 

Simple gifts: Graduate 
donates for 33 years

nursing, theater and the arts. Spoon also gave in honor of 
loved ones.

Spoon passed away Feb. 12, 2016, at the age of 99. 
Her last act of love to Henderson State was a solicitation 
letter to alumni graduates from the 1960s. The letter 
reached mailboxes shortly after her passing, serving as a 
last reminder of her devotion to the school and the success 
of students there. Spoon even left wishes that in lieu of 
flowers, she wanted memorial donations given to an 
endowment fund that benefits Henderson State accounting 
students.

Stella Spoon’s life is a bright reminder of the difference 
one person can make and the ways that small gifts can add 
up to something much larger than originally anticipated. 

Continuous gifts, even the smallest of donations, can 
make the same impact that larger gifts do. Spoon gave both 
her time and passion to the school in multiple ways in the 
hopes that she was helping empower change in the lives of 
future Reddies.

Continued on page 20
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Campus
 NEWS
Alcoa grant to fund 
field station boat dock

A $25,000 grant from the Alcoa Foundation will 
fund the construction of a boat dock at Henderson 
State University’s Simonson Biological Field 
Station. The ADA accessible dock will provide 
convenient access to navigable shoreline and 
waterways to collect and study water samples and 
plant and animal specimens at DeGray Lake.

“The dock will allow students and researchers 
easy, fast, and safe entry into our pontoon boat or 
jon boat,” said Dr. Troy Bray, associate professor 
of biology. “The dock will be fully ADA compliant, 
assuring all students the opportunity to join in field 
work.”

The pontoon boat provides a living classroom 
for courses such as ornithology and biogeography. 
Research in plant and animal populations can 
now be expanded to remote shores and islands on 
DeGray Lake. 

The dock will provide area fire and rescue 
departments quicker and more effective shoreline 
protection access, and facilitate weekly eagle 

monitoring operations conducted by Henderson 
State biology students and field station personnel 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission.

The Alcoa Foundation is one of the largest 
corporate foundations in the U.S., and for the past 
60 years has sought to make a difference in more 
than 20 countries where Alcoa operates.

The Simonson Biological Field Station opened 
in 2011 at DeGray Lake near Bismarck. It was 
constructed with donations from the Simonson 
family.

The three-story log structure, located on 104 
acres leased from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
includes living accommodations, classrooms, 
laboratories, and office space. Allen Leible is field 
station manager.

Civil rights leader visits campus
Georgia Congressman John Lewis, a key figure 

in the civil rights movement, spoke at Henderson 
Sept. 22 as part of the university's Reddie Reads 
program. 

Alcoa grant 
benefits 

field station 
A new dock at the Simonson 

Biological Field Station will 
allow a boat to remain in the 

lake and ready to use at a 
moment’s notice year round. 
Additionally, it will save time 

and money on winterizing 
and storage costs for the 

pontoon boat. 

HENDERSONTHE SPIRIT



|15HENDERSONTHE SPIRIT

Lewis' graphic novel trilogy titled "March" 
shares the remarkable story of his commitment 
to justice and nonviolence. The first volume won 
numerous awards, including the 2014 American 
Library Association Coretta Scott King Book 
Award.

Lewis was joined by the book's co-writer, 
Andrew Aydin, and illustrator Nate Powell. Their 
appearance is part of Henderson’s Reddie Reads 
program, which serves as a focal point for engaging 
the Henderson community in formal and informal 
conversations about issues of importance in 
today’s world through reading the same book. 

Lewis is often called “one of the most 
courageous persons the Civil Rights Movement ever 
produced.” He has dedicated his life to protecting 
human rights, securing civil liberties, and building 
what he calls “The Beloved Community” in 
America.

Aydin serves as digital director and policy 
advisor for Lewis. He frequently lectures about the 
history of comics in the civil rights movement and 
has appeared as a guest on the Rachel Maddow 
Show, National Public Radio, CBS This Morning, 
CNN and the BBC.

Powell is a graphic novelist born in Little Rock. 
His work has received a Robert F. Kennedy Book 
Award, an Eisner Award, two Ignatz Awards, and 
many other honors. His books have been placed on 
school curriculum in more than 40 states. Powell’s 
animated illustrations in the Southern Poverty 
Law Center’s "Selma: The Bridge to the Ballot" 
documentary will reach roughly 1 million students 
in schools across the nation.

U.S. News ranks Henderson 
State in the south's top 100

Henderson State University has been named 
one of the top 50 publicly funded regional 
universities in the south in the latest "U.S. 
News and World Report" (USNWR) rankings. 
The university is ranked No. 42 among the 
public universities in the south that focus on 
undergraduate education.

In addition, Henderson State was ranked No. 87 
of the south’s regional universities.

“For 125 years, Henderson State has worked 
to bridge student aspirations to career success by 
instilling in students the skills employers most want 
– the ability to communicate, solve problems, make 
decisions and work as members of a team,” said 
President Glen Jones. 

To rank colleges, USNWR first categorizes each 
school based on its mission (research university 
or liberal arts college, for example) and, in some 
cases, its location (North, South, Midwest and West). 
Once schools have been assigned a category, the 
organization gathers data from each college on up to 
16 indicators of academic excellence.

“Henderson State’s ranking as a state 
university underscores how we provide a learning 
environment that prepares students for a lifetime 
of intellectual and personal growth in a global 
society,” said Provost Steve Adkison, chief academic 
officer at Henderson State. “Henderson State’s 
three colleges integrate scholarly activities, 
creativity and community involvement in a 
nurturing, personal atmosphere that reflects our 
motto: The School with a Heart.”

Reddie Reads welcomes civil rights pioneer
Georgia Congressman John Lewis speaks to students, faculty and staff members along with his co-authors Andrew Aydin and Nate Powell.
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Henderson State joins 
CFA Institute program

Henderson State University’s Bachelor 
of Business Administration degree with a 
concentration in Finance was recognized by 
Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) Institute in its 
University Recognition Program.

Henderson’s finance program incorporates at 
least 70 percent of the CFA Program Candidate 
Body of Knowledge (CBOK) and places emphasis 
on the CFA Institute Code of Ethics and Standards 
of Practice within the program.  This program 
positions students well to obtain the Chartered 
Financial Analyst designation, which has become 
the most respected and recognized investment 
credential in the world.

Entry into the CFA Institute University 
Recognition Program signals to potential students, 
employers, and the marketplace that Henderson 
State University’s curriculum is closely tied 
to professional practice and is well-suited to 
preparing students to sit for the CFA examinations.

Henderson State University’s School of 
Business degree programs are fully accredited by 
the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of 
Business (AACSB). 

Nursing department 
achieves 100 percent pass rate

The Henderson State University Department of 
Nursing has been recognized by the Arkansas State 
Board of Nursing for its excellent pass rate on the 
National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX) 
for new nurses.

Between July 1, 2014, and June 30, 2015, 100 
percent of Henderson State’s nursing graduates 
passed the NCLEX.

“Our nursing faculty members worked hard 
to prepare students to excel on their exams,” said 
Henderson State Provost Steve Adkison. “Our 
students achieved the department’s goal, and we 
look forward to continuing this stellar achievement 
in the future.”

Merritt named Distinguished 
Military Graduate

A Henderson State University ROTC cadet has 
received one of the U.S. Army Cadet Command’s 
highest honors.

Kyle Merritt, a senior physics major, was named 
a Distinguished Military Graduate, placing him in 

an elite group of cadets honored this year by the 
command.

To qualify for selection, a cadet must be 
named a Distinguished Military Student by his 
or her professor of military science and maintain 
a 3.0 grade point average. The cadet must also 
successfully complete the Cadet Leadership Course 
at Fort Knox, Kentucky, demonstrate outstanding 
potential to serve as a commissioned officer, and 
rank among the top 20 percent of all cadets on the 
National Order of Merit List.

Powell named new VPFA
Henderson State University will welcome Dr. 

Brett Powell as its vice president for finance and 
administration Aug. 1.

 “With nearly a decade of experience as the 
chief financial officer in the university setting, Dr. 
Powell brings proven character and innovative 
leadership in strategic planning and budgeting 
to meet strategic goals,” said Henderson State 
President Glen Jones.

Currently director of the Arkansas 
Department of Higher Education (ADHE), Powell 
served as vice president for administrative 
services at Ouachita 
Baptist University for nine 
years. Powell earned his 
doctoral degree in higher 
education administration 
at the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock.

“I have been part 
of the Arkadelphia 
community since 2006, 
and I have come to truly 
appreciate the mission of 
Henderson State through 
my interactions with the 
leadership,” he added. “Though the work at ADHE 
has been quite productive and rewarding, there’s 
a strong draw to being back on a campus and 
being closer to the purpose of working in higher 
education.”

Powell will succeed Bobby Jones, who 
announced his retirement this spring following 
more than two decades of service in leadership 
roles with the university.

“While we will greatly miss Bobby Jones’s 
experience and institutional knowledge, we are 
pleased to welcome Dr. Powell and his family to 
the Henderson community,” President Jones said.

HENDERSONTHE SPIRIT
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ALUMNI UPDATES
WEDDINGS  

Brad Godwin (‘08) and Brittany Jackson (‘06, 
‘08), married May 12, 2015

Robert Richardson (‘07, ‘08) and Nikki Carlin, 
married May 22, 2015

Russell Coburn (‘12) and Bailey Teston (‘14), 
married May 23, 2015 

Roy Wesley (former student) and Ashley 
Keener (‘06,’08), married June 20, 2015

Eric Gomance (‘14) and Kayla Robbins (‘14), 
married June 20, 2015

Melanie Wilson (‘03, ‘08) and Kenneth Angell 
wed June 29, 2015 

Macy Taylor McMillan (‘15) and Carthel 
Douglas Jones wed on August 29, 2015

Kasey Moore (‘11) and Peyton Card, married 
April 9, 2016

James Edwards (‘14) and Ariel Bradley, 
married May 18, 2016

Kaitlyn Icenhower (‘12) and Matthew 
Johnston, married June 11, 2016

Megan Lynn Shaw (‘14) and Micah Barnes, 
married July 9, 2016

BIRTHS
Derrick (‘07) and Alaina (‘07) Sims, a 
daughter, Isla Rowan Míriel, born April 1, 2014

Christopher (‘08) and Shea (Welch) (‘10) 
Fogerty welcomed a daughter, Aspen Grace, 
born January 6, 2015

Sarper (‘12) and Jessica Turker, a daughter, 
Daphne Jewel-Fatma, born February 17, 
2015

Robert (‘07) and Jessica (Roberts) (‘08) 
Catlett, a daughter, Carlie Beth, born March 
15, 2015

Kelsey Alyson Wood (‘14) welcomed a son, 
John Paxton Wood on April 10, 2015

Jonathon (‘10) and Jamie (Moore) Wood (‘10) 
and welcomed a daughter, Dylan Taylor on 
May 1, 2015

Sasha Stoddard (‘14) and husband, Adam 
Scott, a son, Elijah Henderson Stoddard-
Scott, born May, 2015 

Cody (‘10) and Chanda Hooten, a daughter, 
Emelyn Jimi Cary, born August 22, 2015

Angelique (‘07) and Nick Weck, a daughter, 
Emma Rose, born August 30, 2015

Blake (‘11, ‘15) and Lauren (Beckwith) 
(‘11,’15) Campbell, a son, Kennedy Ellis, born 
October 28, 2015

Thomas (‘09) and Stephanie (Black) (‘09, 
‘11) Rizzo, a son, Micah Aaron, born October 
29, 2015

Josh (‘15) and Faith Killian, a son, Calvin 
Tyler, born November 11, 2015

Daniel (‘13) and Kylie (‘08, ‘12) Gallegos, a 
daughter, Parker Grace, born December 1, 
2015

Josh (‘10) and Bethany (Langston) (‘09), 
a daughter, Adeline Claire, born May 19, 2016

CLASS NOTES
Ellis “Scooter” Register (‘74) was presented 
the Lifetime Achievement Award by the 
Clarendon Chamber of Commerce.  

Mrs. Margaret Compton (‘65) who has a 
BSE and MSE from Henderson just finished 
her 50th year teaching at Mountain Pine 
Elementary school and all 50 have been at 
Mountain Pine Elementary.

Mitch Lankford (‘70) recently retired from 35 
years of teaching at Mena High School.  He 
and his wife Rae plan to spend time with 
their family and travel.

Ron Madison (‘72) will retire as pastor from 
Mount Zion Baptist Church in Huntsville, AL 
at the end of 2016.

Karen Massy (‘76) was named Educator of 
the Year Award by the Hope/Hempstead 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Ouida Newton (‘77) has been appointed by 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson to serve on the Arkansas 
Board of Education.  Newton was named 
the 2015 Arkansas Teacher of the Year while 

teaching math for grades seven through 12 
at Poyen School District.

Roy Green (former student) will be inducted 
into the Arizona Cardinals Ring of Honor at 
an October game.  He is a former Reddie 
football player.

Melissa Vickers Phillips (‘78) has been hired 
as the Interpreter of Queen Wilhelmina State 
Park. As Park Interpreter, it’s Phillips’ job to 
plan activities that highlight the area’s sights 
and resources.

Kevin Taylor (‘82) is the middle school 
principal at Haskell Harmony Grove.  He 
started the band program at the school more 
than 30 years ago. 

Grady Spann (‘84) was named the Director of 
Arkansas State Parks.

La Gail Biggs (‘85) has been hired as the new 
principal of Jacksonville High School in the 
newly formed Jacksonville-North Pulaski 
School District.

John Caver (‘87) has been promoted to Vice 
President of Sales at Optus in Jonesboro, AR. 

Col. Randy Bagwell (’87) has been appointed 
as the next dean at the U.S. Army’s 
Judge Advocate General’s (JAG) School 
in Charlottesville, Virginia.  He currently 
serves as the staff judge advocate where 
he supervises a legal office of around 200 
lawyers and paralegals.  

Clark County Prosecuting Attorney Blake 
Batson (’89) named Citizen of the Year during 
Arkadelphia’s 2015 Regional Economic 
Development Alliance and Area Chamber of 
Commerce Banquet.

Scott Waniewski (‘90) has been selected as 
the park superintendent for Mount Nebo 
State Park.  He earned Bachelor of Science 
degree in Recreation with emphasis on 
Commercial Recreation and Tourism from 
Henderson State University.

Dr. Shauna Lucas (‘92) was recently appointed 
to the Diamond Bank Board of Directors.  She 
is a hospitalist who practices medicine at CHI 
St. Vincent, Hot Springs.  She resides in Hot 
Springs with her husband, John Prince (‘85), 
who is a commercial airline pilot.

David Worlock (‘92) recently received the 

Katha Quinn Award from the U.S. Basketball 
Writers Association for service to the media.

Paul Calley (‘92) has been hired as the head 
football coach at Benton Harmony Grove 
High School.  

Chris Carter (‘94, ‘96) is the new principal at 
Magnolia High School.

Jay DeVille (‘99) is now Emerging 
Technologies Manager at Fritz Industries, Inc.

Bill Cato (‘99) has been appointed the senior 
pastor at First United Methodist Church, 
Arkadelphia.

Shannon Curtin (‘99) joins Coty North 
America as the senior vice president of its 
new Consumer Beauty division.  

Terry DeWitt (‘99) has been inducted into the 
Arkansas Athletic Trainers Association Hall 
of Fame.  He received his Master of Science 
degree from Henderson State University. 

Mike Wilson (‘00), a 25-year veteran of 
Arkansas State Parks, has been named 
Region 4 supervisor for Arkansas State Parks.

Ernie Higgs (‘00, ‘03) was given the Arkansas 
Boys State Outstanding Service Award for his 
years of service to the organization.

Lori Ross (‘01) has been named president of 
Citizens Bank in Arkadelphia.

Bobby Estell (‘02), host of the nationally 
syndicated weekday radio program The 
Bobby Bones Show, released a memoir 
titled ‘Bare Bones’: I’m Not Lonely If You’re 
Reading This Book in May 2016.  It has been 
on several best-seller lists including New York 
Times, USA Today and the Wall Street Journal.  
Estell was given the Distinguished Alumni 
Award at HSU’s 2016 spring commencement.

Jason Strobbe (‘04) has a new job as pilot at 
TME, LLC. 

Terri Wade (‘05) has been hired as the head 
coach of the Montgomery High School 
Volleyball team in The Woodlands, TX.  At 
Henderson, Terri was the outside hitter and 
setter on the volleyball team.

Heather Bankhead (‘07) was recently 
promoted to assistant vice president of 
human resources at Relyance Bank.
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Kale Gober (‘08) has been hired as the vice-
president for university advancement at the 
University of Central Arkansas.

Robert Richardson (‘08) was promoted to 
Executive Broker and Director of Career 
Development at Crye-Leike regional 
headquarters in Little Rock. 

Laurel Cannon (‘09, ‘14) was recognized 
as the Teacher of the Year for Arkadelphia 
Central Primary School.

Lauren Gomance (‘10, ‘13) was admitted 
to the UALR Doctoral Program for Higher 
Education.

Juliana Robison (‘11) accepted a teaching 
position with Malvern School District to teach 
civics, economics and African American history.   

Craig Ingram (‘12) accepted the position 
of Head Director of Bands with S and S 
Consolidated Independent School District in 
Sadler, Texas.   

Olivia Webb (‘13) has been hired as a college 
recruiter at the University of Arkansas 
Cossatot.

Drew Forner (‘14) accepted the position of 
Director of Bands with the Maud School 
District in Maud, Texas.

Hunter Wayland (‘15) was selected as 
a fellow in the highly competitive and 
prestigious National Science Foundation’s 
Graduate Research Program.  She is currently 
working on her doctorate at UALR. 

IN MEMORIAM 
1940s
Joe Bob Irvin (‘40), 96, of Richmond, Va. – 
Nov. 16, 2014

Mary Caristianos McCafferty (‘40), 94, of 
Lotus, Calif. - June 19, 2014

Helen Katharine Savage Hobgood (‘41), 95, 
of Dallas, Tex. - March 26, 2015

Pamelia Beth Ross Driscoll (‘42), 93, of 
Advance, N.C. – Oct. 27, 2014

James Clifford Larrison, Sr. (‘42), 95, of Lake 
Village – Jan. 6, 2016

Doris Mildred Sloan Robertson (‘42), 91, of 
Sterllington, La. – Jan. 2, 2014

Dorothy Dalton Shannon (‘42), 95, of 
Longview, Tex. - April 12, 2015

Bill S Caldwell, Jr. (‘47), 91, of Bismarck – 
Feb. 26, 2015

George Caristianos (‘47), 94, of Hot Springs – 
Feb. 10, 2015

Blanche Drake Dews (‘47), 88, of Tallahassee, 
Fla. - July 8, 2015

Charles C Franks (‘48), 86, of Russellville – 
Oct. 25, 2014

Marjorie Maxine McCauley Hines (‘48), 89, of 
Bentonville - June 22, 2015

Marjorie L Womble Martin (‘48), 91, of 
Livingston, Tex. - March 25, 2015

Norma Jean Gilbert Thompson (‘48), 88, of 
Ashdown - March 6, 2015

Nina McClendon Bradley (‘49), 87, of New 
Orleans, La. – Nov. 3, 2014

Robert J Foster (‘49), 89, of Arlington, Tex. - 
May 31, 2015

Benjamin Gee Hines (‘49), 88, of Bentonville 
– Aug. 28, 2015

Raymond W Lawson (‘49), 89, of Hot Springs 
- April 29, 2015

1950s
Robert "Bob" Denman (‘50), 86, of Little Rock 
– Jan. 26, 2015

Paul J Romesburg (‘50), 94, of Arkadelphia – 
Sept. 23, 2014

Michae Caristianos Stathakis (‘50), 86, of 
Friendswood, Tex. - June 25, 2015

Mary Jo Moore Tanner (‘50), 86, of Little Rock 
– Jan. 1, 2016

Paul Estes Thomason (‘50), 89, of Arkadelphia 
– Jan. 22, 2015

Claude A Taylor (‘51), 99, of Wichita Falls, Tex. 
– Feb. 3, 2015

Willie "Ruth" Smith Woods (‘51), 86, of 
Carlisle – Jan. 18, 2015

Lorene Davis Crawford (‘52), 89, of Glenwood 
- June 5, 2015

Wayne A Fowler (‘52), 83, of Hot Springs – 
Aug. 1, 2014

Donald Fulenwider (‘52), 87, of Hot Springs – 
Sept. 14, 2015

Ronald Gibbs (‘52), 83, of Roweltt, Tex. – Jan. 
4, 2014

Mary Eunice Langley Smith (‘52), 83, of 
Paragould – Oct. 26, 2014

Robert Vernon Sullenger, Sr. (‘52), 85, of 
Little Rock – Feb. 11, 2015

Patsy Jacque Floyd Peterson (‘53), 83, of 
Little Rock - June 8, 2015

Artie V Francis Parrish (‘54, ‘67), 87, of Pine 
Bluff – Aug. 20, 2014

James Piskos (‘54), 82, of Ocala, Fla. – Aug. 
31, 2015

Jacqueline Marion Ridling (‘54), 83, of Fort 
Smith – Nov. 22, 2014

William Roscoe Staggs, Jr. (‘54), 82, of Plano, 
Tex. - July 29, 2015

Charles F Wilson, Jr. (‘54), 85, of Hot Springs 
- May 26, 2015

Betty Guthrie Beasley (‘55, ‘71), 82, of 
Conway - April 19, 2015

Robert S Coleman (‘55), 82, of Hot Springs - 
June 4, 2015

Sidney Otho Hesterly (‘55), 83, of Little Rock 
– Sept. 1, 2015

Betty Jane Kidd Barrier (‘56, ‘63), 90, of 
Tampa, Fla. - June 2, 2014

Mary Beryl Gouy Bennett (‘56), 82, of Hot 
Springs – Aug. 29, 2015

Illa Bickerstaff Hope (‘56, ‘73), 82, of Fordyce 
- June 26, 2015

Floyd Henry Looper (‘56), 92, of Bismarck - 
April 28, 2015

Herman L Sexton (‘56), 81, of Frisco, Tex. – 
Feb. 16, 2015

Juanita Lyles Ferguson (‘57, ‘72), 78, of Hot 
Springs – Oct. 22, 2014

Helen Childers Teague (‘57), 79, of Little Rock 
- May 8, 2015

Jack G Brent (‘58), 78, of Fordyce - March 
9, 2015

Max Louis Halbert (‘58), 79, of Maumelle - 
July 4, 2015

Horace Mickey Launius (‘59), 81, of Austin, 
Tex. – Sept. 18, 2015

John Thomas Rollins (‘59, ‘63), 78, of Searcy 
- June 15, 2015

1960s
James Andrew Davis (‘60), 76, of Hot Springs 
- July 13, 2015

Phillip Farris Jones (‘60), 76, of Longview, 
Tex. - June 1, 2015

Frances Louise Smith Neal (‘60), 74, of 
Apopka, Fla. - April 1, 2014

Laurence E Brockway (‘61), 80, of Belle 
Plaine, Kans. – Sept. 12, 2014

Howard J Mayberry (‘61, ‘63), 84, of Hot 
Springs - May 30, 2015

Wanda Harper McConnell (‘61), 79, of North 
Little Rock – Dec. 5, 2015

Horace Lee McGuire (‘61), 81, of Alexander - 
March 29, 2015

Connie Lynn Matlock Roberts (‘61), 74, of 
Fayetteville - March 16, 2015

Beatrice Bragg Stafford (‘61, ‘71), 92, of 
Gurdon - March 18, 2015

John Edward Voegele (‘61, ‘66), 81, of 
Maumelle - July 21, 2015

Edwin F Arivett (‘62), 84, of Kirby – Feb. 10, 
2015

James Witt Bryan III (‘62), 75, of Little Rock 
– Sept. 1, 2015

Marian E Henderson (‘62), 95, of Jenkintown, 
Pa. - April 23, 2014

Chester Glen Ross, Jr. (‘62), 75, of Hot Springs 
- June 10, 2015

Patty Dingler Schales (‘62), 83, of Malvern – 
Jan. 23, 2015

Irene Whisenhunt (‘62), 73, of Garland, Tex. - 
April 13, 2014

James Artemus Wilson (‘62), 84, of Bismarck 
- July 19, 2015

Betty Jean Wilson Burroughs (‘63), 90, of Hot 
Springs – Nov. 7, 2014

HENDERSONTHE SPIRIT
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Iwon B Lindsey (‘63), 74, of Arkadelphia - 
June 17, 2015

Charles Edward Gibbs (‘64), 72, of Malvern – 
Sept. 24, 2015

George Lemuel McNully (‘64), 82, of Shady 
Point, Okla. – Oct. 12, 2014

Billie J Robertson (‘64), 86, of Ellington, Mo. 
- July 26, 2014

Robert Woodrow Stevenson, Jr. (‘64), 73, of 
Hernando, Miss. - March 7, 2015

Joseph F Carroll, Jr. (‘65), 75, of El Dorado - 
May 15, 2015

Mary Alice Mosley (‘65), 71, of Marietta, Ga. - 
August 25, 2015

Zellie A Mosley (‘65), 84, of Star City - June 
21, 2015

Sammy D Loe (‘66), 71, of Prescott - June 
5, 2015

Billie McClain Ridling (‘66), 85, of Prescott – 
Oct. 7, 2015

Anita Bradley Sweeney (‘66), 72, of Benton 
– Jan. 17, 2015

Marilyn Martin Thompson (‘66), 71, of 
Newport - May 15, 2015

Margaret Magdalene Neal Collums (‘67), 88, 
of Hope – Nov. 19, 2015

Ruth Butler Fletcher (‘67), 85, of Tahlequah, 
Okla. – Jan. 14, 2015

Joseph Michael Lay (‘67), 70, of Tulsa, Okla. 
– Feb. 19, 2015

Gerald Tilman Worthington (‘67), 70, of 
Nashville - June 25, 2015

Mildred Kay Gnau Greenwood (‘68), 68, of 
Fayetteville - March 29, 2015

David O Melder (‘68), 72, of Pine Bluff – Dec. 
12, 2015

Tomye Evelyn Power (‘68), 69, of Hope - April 
13, 2015

Kenny Alston Whitlock (‘68), 68, of Hot 
Springs – Jan. 1, 2015

Anita Faye Briggs Wood (‘68), 67, of 
Maumelle – Aug. 31, 2015

Daniel Backus (‘69), 69, of Arlington, Tex. – 
Nov. 18, 2015

Bettye Sue Kimzey Hanks (‘69), 67, of Pueblo, 
Colo. – Nov. 12, 2015

John Lancaster (‘69), 71, of Hot Springs – 
Nov. 17, 2014

Hal S Roach (‘69), 67, of Little Rock – Jan. 
3, 2015

George A Robinson (‘69), 79, of Hot Springs 
– Feb. 7, 2015

Sherry Simms Smith (‘69), 67, of Bismarck – 
Jan. 24, 2015

1970s
Richard "Don" Cooley (‘70), 66, of Nashville 
- July 27, 2015

Fred Harris Elam (‘70), 74, of Little Rock - July 
1, 2015

Twyla Ann Forga (‘70, ‘75), 73, of Hot Springs 
- April 15, 2015

Richard Walloch (‘70), 73, of North Little Rock 
- March 24, 2015

Randy Swift Arnold (‘71), 66, of Hot Springs 
- May 25, 2015

Gary L Hopkins (‘71), 64, of Bloomfield Hills, 
Mich. - August 1, 2014

Mary Lou Davenport McKinley (‘71, ‘80), 80, 
of Hot Springs – Jan. 4, 2015

Larry C Petross (‘71), 69, of Rogers – Nov. 
30, 2015

Rodger Clark Richardson (‘71), 67, of Beebe 
– Sept. 8, 2015

Linda Henderson Spencer (‘71), 66, of 
Clarendon - June 13, 2015

Charles "Coach" Vereen (‘71), 65, of Pine Bluff 
– Jan. 22, 2015

Gary Alton Bean (‘72), 64, of Amity - May 
31, 2015

Patricia Kay Butler Lach (‘72), 69, of Hope – 
Aug. 30, 2015

Frankie Oglesby (‘72), 67, of Marion, Ala. - 
March 13, 2015

Carl Scotty Trickey (‘72), 69, of Benton – 
Sept. 16, 2015

Belle Tina Bolton Blevins (‘73), 62, of Prescott 
– Nov. 8, 2015

Winnie Gail Franklin Hill (‘73, ‘75), 74, of 
Benton – Oct. 1, 2014

Marguerite Clark Hillier (‘74), 62, of 
Texarkana - July 16, 2015

Bonnie Anthony Routon (‘74), 85, of Hope – 
Dec. 17, 2015

Harold Dale Alexander (‘75), 68, of Searcy – 
Jan. 22, 2015

Phillip Bost Cowger (‘75), 65, of Dardanelle – 
Oct. 29, 2015

Donald Lee Little (‘75), 62, of Dallas, Tex. - 
May 1, 2015

Raymond L Vaughn (‘75), 65, of Dallas, Tex. 
- April 6, 2015

Linda Faye Easter (‘76), 60, of Little Rock – 
Jan. 5, 2015

Cynthia A Fikes (‘76), 60, of Benton – Aug. 
27, 2014

Lori "Jill" Short Hardin (‘76), 63, of Conway - 
March 5, 2015

Roger Doug Shuffield (‘76), 61, of Malvern – 
Aug. 11, 2014

Remonia Willis (‘76), 62, of Forrest City - May 
15, 2015

Cornelious L Hollinshed (‘77), 59, of Hot 
Springs - July 7, 2015

Charlotte Levins Toombs (‘77), 85, of 
Arkadelphia – Nov. 12, 2015

Steven Gayle Hanley (‘78), 62, of Little Rock - 
August 16, 2015

Max R "Chipper" Phillips (‘78), 63, of Prescott 
- June 7, 2014

Cloise Ann Fenter Teague (‘78), 70, of 
Malvern - March 31, 2014

John Ross Benson (‘79), 66, of Hot Springs – 
Jan. 31, 2015

Rita Hamilton Hicks (‘79, ‘92), 75, of Malvern 
- July 18, 2015

1980s
Karen Smith Turner Block (‘80, ‘91), 57, of 
Prescott - March 19, 2014

Frances Ann Draper Clingan (‘80, ‘81), 76, of 
Hays, Kans. - April 12, 2015

Karen Rae Rinvelt deGraaf (‘80), 69, of 
Elizabeth, Ind. – Oct. 20, 2014

Katherine Lynn (‘81), 69, of Prescott – Feb. 
27, 2015

Randal L Ballard (‘83), 56, of Houston, Tex. - 
April 19, 2014

Gregory J Moore (‘83, ‘85), 54, of Overland 
Park, Kans. – Dec. 27, 2015

Vicki L Keeney (‘84), 68, of Nashville - June 
14, 2015

Thomas F Burnett, Jr. (‘85), 57, of Zanesville, 
Ohio – Feb. 26, 2015

Verna Leola Harris Lamkin (‘85), 61, of 
Chidester – Aug. 21, 2015

Charles Bryan Dyer, Jr. (‘86), 50, of Alma – 
Sept. 3, 2015

Rodney B Mazander (‘88), 52, of Malvern – 
Sept. 4, 2015

David J Wilkie (‘88), 57, of Hot Springs – Nov. 
23, 2014

1990s
Phillip Leroy Grayum (‘90), 62, of Houston – 
Aug. 30, 2014

Patricia Ann Sams Moore (‘90), 70, of Hot 
Springs - March 11, 2015

Wesley Ray Woodard (‘90), 51, of Bodcaw - 
March 17, 2015

Jeffrey Wayne Harrison (‘91), 47, of Benton – 
Aug. 15, 2015

Cherie Kay Honeycutt (‘92), 45, of Malvern – 
Aug. 27, 2015

Tammy Roxanne Hooks Scoggins (‘93), 54, of 
Little Rock – Feb. 26, 2015

Diane M Dillard (‘94), 59, of Gurdon - July 
28, 2015

Donna Sue Miller Seals (‘95), 63, of Mena - 
May 18, 2015

Nina Beth Nivens Thompson (‘97), 65, of 
Blevins - March 5, 2015

Continued on page 21
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Alums support first-generation student success
Continued from page 13
learn about how college works, and the Office of 
Residence Life established the First Year Experience 
(FYE) program to assist in that learning process. 

Vice President of Student and External Affairs Dr. 
Lewis Shepherd hopes to see FYE expanded to help 
guide students through each year at Henderson State 
University. 

“Sophomore year is what we call the lost year,” 
Shepherd said, “when students really need support 
to get on and stay on a path. We are hoping to expand 
the FYE program to include a sophomore-year 
experience, and then a junior, then senior to focus on 
the particular aspects of each year.” 

Shepherd also hopes to establish a similar 
program to aid transfer students and non-traditional 
students, which each face extra challenges in reaching 
graduation. 

Henderson State works to connect a student’s 
college experience to success in community and 
career. Shepherd sees that students – particularly 
first-generation ones – often need help preparing to 
enter the workforce. Students may be ill-equipped 
or uneducated on how to properly dress, speak 
and behave in job interviews or the work force. 
Shepherd, a first-generation college graduate himself, 
remembers this struggle. 

“There are so many important expectations that 
people have for college graduates that these students 
might not know about,” Shepherd said. “What length 
a young man’s coat should be, how much of his shirt 
should be exposed, how to shine shoes…you would 
not believe how many young men do not know how 
to tie a tie.” 

Alumni mentoring and support
Other skills that Shepherd mentioned first-

generation students might not have include how 
to articulate their thoughts, think analytically and 
problem-solve on the job. Henderson State students, 
however, because of their shared background in a 
number of courses that focus on skills employers 
most want, will be prepared to take their college 
degree to the next level.

One of the best ways a Henderson State graduate 
can make an impact on a first-generation student is 
by being involved as a mentor on campus.

“All of us need mentors to guide us through 
the things we don’t really know any better about,” 
Shepherd said. “The college landscape can be so hard 

to navigate that it is especially crucial here.” 
Hagerich stressed alumni who were first-

generation students should especially consider 
mentoring. 

“If individuals who have graduated after 
overcoming similar obstacles can meet students, they 
will be great support and encouragement and help 
students to know they’re not alone,” Hagerich said. 

Several departments and disciplines – including 
those in the School of Business and Teachers College 
– already have some form of mentoring program in 
place, and Ligon hopes to expand these efforts. 

“We need a pool of alumni willing to get paired 
up with and visit with students — in person, 
over the phone, through texting or email — 
every so often; I believe that would make a huge 
difference,” Ligon said. Alumni could also visit 
career fairs or allow students to shadow them in the 
workplace. 

Mentoring programs and other involvement 
by established professionals in different fields 
are important ways for students to refine their 
perceptions of the field and build connections, 
something students with parents who never went 
to college might not have access to. In addition, the 
insight of someone who has already graduated can 
be an important reality check that first-generation 
students might need. 

“One of the main obstacles I see is students not 
having realistic expectations for college and maybe 
for themselves,” Hagerich said. 

First generation parents may also pressure their 
children into a degree program or career, and this 
can lead to frustration and unrealistic expectations as 
well. 

“Maybe their parents want them to be doctors or 
lawyers,” Ligon said. “But then the students realize 
they don’t like that field or they’re not good at it and 
they don’t know what to do. 

“Maybe they can’t keep up with the work load or 
don’t know what to do with a particular major. This is 
where mentors and advising are so important, to help 
that student get on the right track and stay in school.” 

From advising to scholarships to mentor 
programs, Henderson has an abundance of resources 
to provide assistance for first-generation college 
students with the pressing challenges they face on 
their way to graduation. Alumni help to achieve 
success in many of these programs – and ultimately 
student success – is integral.

HENDERSONTHE SPIRIT
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national champion University of Tampa.
The Henderson State men’s golf team kept with 

the spring 2015 trend, taking home its second 
consecutive GAC title.  Drew Greenwood helped 
lead the Reddies to the conference championship, 
claiming the individual GAC title after shooting one 
under par.

The Lady Reddie golfers nearly grabbed a 
second straight conference championship of 
their own, finishing as the GAC runner-up behind 
Arkansas Tech.  The ladies won their first team 
GAC title in 2014, finishing six strokes better than 
Arkansas Tech.

Henderson State continued to find success 
throughout its athletic programs during the 
2015 seasons.  In women’s cross country, Emily 
Castleman was awarded the first ever GAC 
Distinguished Scholar Athlete Award while Annie 
Shannon was honored as a women’s tennis 
first-team all-conference member and the GAC 
Freshman of the Year.

Jessie Jacoby and Aungelique Sledge added onto 
the conference awards.  Jacoby was named as a 
volleyball all-conference honorable mention athlete 
and Sledge finished the women’s basketball season 
with her second consecutive GAC Defender of the 
Year and first-team all-conference honors.  Sledge 
was also named to the Daktronics/Division II 
Conference Commissioners Association All-Region 

Continued from page 5
Second-Team.

Reggie Murphy represented the men’s 
basketball team as a second-team all-conference 
member.  The Reddies also announced the hiring of 
Jimmy Elgas as men’s basketball coach.  Elgas had 
spent time as an assistant coach at the University 
of Evansville, University of Utah, Kansas State 
University, Texas State University, and Lincoln 
College (Ill.).

Men’s swimming and diving closed out the 
season with a second place finish at the New 
South Intercollegiate Swimming Conference 
Championships, finishing behind Delta State.  On 
the women’s side, Jeanne Miller defended her 
200-meter butterfly conference title while also 
claiming a conference title in the 100-meter 
butterfly.

The Reddies have also increased positive 
recognition for the university through multiple 
service projects during the 2015 spring and fall 
semesters. The teams participated in the National 
Women and Girls in Sports Day, Red Cross Blood 
Drive, HSU Reddie to Serve project, Boys and Girls 
Club, and Henderson Halloween.  The Reddies also 
worked with Angel Tree to purchase Christmas 
presents for local children in need and held 
fundraisers for the Percy and Donna Malone Child 
Safety Center.

Student-athletes succeed on and off playing field

Continued from page 19

Alumni updates
2000s
Phyllis Renee Powell (‘00), 53, of Arkadelphia 
- May 12, 2015

Jenny L Smith Johnson (‘03), 40, of Chidester 
- June 28, 2014

John G Jones (‘06), 36, of Greenville, S.C. - 
June 13, 2015

Bridgette Monique Bass (‘07, ‘09), 37, of 
Arkadelphia - June 15, 2015

Robert C Jester, Sr. (‘07), 50, of Hot Springs – 
Dec. 5, 2014

Adam C Snodgrass (‘07), 33, of Bismarck – 
Sept. 24, 2015

William C "Bill" Pierce (‘08), 60, of Poyen – 
Jan. 12, 2015

Former Students
Roy E Danuser (‘36), 97, of Mountain Home 
- June 5, 2015

Austin Floyd Freeman (‘38 - ‘41), 94, of 
Arkadelphia – Oct. 20, 2015

Lillie Marie McCright Hall (‘39 - ‘40), 95, of 
Hot Springs - March 4, 2015

Waymon Pearson (‘49 - ‘51), 84, of White 
Hall – Jan. 9, 2015

Steven Maurice Shoptaw (‘64 - ‘68), 68, of 
Benton – Feb. 28, 2015

Sarah Frances Ray Guthrie (‘70 - ‘72), 62, of 
Arkadelphia - June 8, 2015

Patrick Lowery Weber (‘72 - ‘89), 64, of 
Texarkana, Tex. - May 23, 2015

Jeff Crawford (‘81 - ‘86), 52, of Hot Springs – 
Sept. 11, 2015

Betty Lou Delamar Matthews (‘81 - ‘88), 81, 
of Sparkman - June 30, 2015

Bonnie Bonsell Salyer (‘82), 85, of Peron – 
Nov. 28, 2015

Faculty and Staff
John Gladden Hall (Professor Emeritus), 82, 
of Arkadelphia - August 14, 2015

Bobbie Jean White McMillan (Retired Staff), 
84, of Carlisle – Sept. 21, 2015

Richard D Schmid (Retired Faculty), 66, of 
Arkadelphia – Sept. 14, 2015

Jane Vernon Sevier (Retired Faculty), 79, of 
Little Rock – Dec. 1, 2015

Stella Spoon (Retired Faculty), of Arkadelphia 
– February 12, 2016

Linda English (Retired Faculty), of Prescott – 
June 6, 2016
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New, upcoming academic programs
BA in Innovative Media 
As the media landscape crosses 
disciplines, the innovative media 
program provides interdisciplinary 
coursework in art and design, mass 
media, marketing, and other fields.

Graduate Certificate 
in Dyslexia Therapy
The Graduate Certificate in Dyslexia 
Therapy will enable licensed 
teachers to serve students needing 
dyslexia intervention and meet the 
licensure requirements for dyslexia 
therapists.

AS in Radiography 
Two years of course work at 
Henderson State followed by two 
years at Baptist School of Health 
Professions in Little Rock will help 
students earn this degree. 

BS in Health and Human 
Performance 
This degree offers a variety of 
career options, from general fitness-
related professions to more specific 
professions in exercise physiology, 
cardiac rehabilitation, nutrition and 
sport strength and conditioning.

Minor in Museum Studies  
This interdisciplinary minor is 
designed to introduce students to a 
broad understanding of museums 
and their place in society and to 
prepare students for careers in 
museums and related cultural 
institutions.

Undergraduate Certificate 
in Museum Studies
This interdisciplinary certificate is 
designed to introduce students to a 
broad understanding of museums 
and their place in society and to 
prepare students for careers in 
museums and related cultural 
institutions.

Undergraduate Certificate 
in Creative Writing 
The certificate is designed to 
provide students the tools for a 
deeper understanding of how to 

use language and to express the 
intricacies of human experience. 

Undergraduate Certificate 
in Criminal Justice
This certificate enhances career 
opportunities in law enforcement, 
the courts and corrections. 

Minor in Public Administration
Students in the minor will gain 
knowledge in the complexities 
of public policies and their 
implementation. The minor will give 
an opportunity to the students in 
different disciplines to be familiar 
with public policy processes, 
operations and implementation. 

BS in Criminal Justice
The Bachelor of Science degree in 
criminal justice involves greater 
emphasis on technical and scientific 
fields associated with criminal 
justice and criminology.  

Bachelor of Educational Studies
The Educational Studies degree 
will allow students to complete a 
degree and prepare them for an 
alternate certification route such 
as the Master of Arts in Teaching 
after they pass the required Praxis 
exams. A non-licensure degree in 
Educational Studies will also give 
graduates options in other private 
and public educational settings.

BS in Education in Computer 
Science and Business Ed
There is an imminent need to offer 
a curriculum that will prepare 
teachers to pass the required 
computer science licensure exam. 
By creating a program of study for 
both computer science and business 
technology education, the university 
will address teacher shortages in 
two licensure areas.

Licensure in Health 
and Physical Education
Changing the name of the K-12 
licensure program of study from 
Physical Education, Wellness and 
Leisure to Health and Physical 

Education will make it consistent 
with the name of the K-12 teaching 
license.

Minor in Engineering Physics
This minor will provide students 
with a basic foundation of 
engineering physics. Industrial 
employment opportunities will be 
greatly enhanced for any science 
major with an Engineering Physics 
minor.

Online program for RN to BSN
This online program will offer 
associate degree nurses a seamless 
academic transition toward earning 
their baccalaureate nursing degree 
from an accredited institution.  

Online MS in Sport Administration
The MSSA program focuses on 
the business of athletics from 
professional teams to youth leagues. 
Offering the program online will 
make it accessible to a more diverse 
population of students. 

Special Education Endorsement
The Arkansas Department of 
Education has been engaged with 
a number of activities aimed at 
increasing the number of special 
education teachers. One of the 
strategies to increase the pool of 
special education teachers was 
to propose a special education 
resource endorsement area to allow 
a larger pool of candidates to be 
able to teach students with special 
needs in specific content areas.

Certificate programs
New certificate programs in the 
School of Business:

• Business IT Certificate
• Fashion Marketing Certificate
• Financial Services Support 

Certificate
• Integrated Marketing 

Communications Certificate
• Nonprofit Management 

Certificate
• Personal Financial Planning 

Certificate
• Personal Sales Certificate

HENDERSONTHE SPIRIT
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I
n the past year, Henderson State 
University faculty members 
have been actively engaged in 

teaching, service and scholarship. 
A number of professors have 
published works, including:

• Randy Duncan – "The Power 
of Comics: History, Form and 
Culture. "

• Randy Duncan, Michael Ray 
Taylor and David Stoddard 
– "Creating Comics as 
Journalism, Memoir and 
Nonfiction"

• Travis Langley – "The Walking 
Dead Psychology: Psych of 
the Living Dead,"  "Star Wars 
Psychology: Dark Side of the 
Mind" and Marvel Comics’ 
"Civil War and the Age of 
Terror" (chapter)

• Maryjane Dunn – "Historical 
and Modern Signs of 'Real' 

• David Sesser – "The School 
with a Heart: Henderson State 
University at 125"

• Franc Hudspeth – "Handbook 
of Play Therapy" (chapter); 
Disruptive disorders: 
"A Guide for Integrating 
Pharmacotherapy and 
Psychotherapy" (chapters); 
"I’m a School Counselor? 
What Do I Do? A Visual Art 
Intervention for Early Career 
Exploration;" "Expressive 
Arts Interventions for School 
Counselors" (chapters) 

Faculty research contributes to fields
Pilgrims on the Road to 
Santiago de Compostela" 
(chapter) 

• Marck Beggs – "Blind Verse" 
• Haroon Khan – "The Idea of 

Good Governance and the 
Politics of the Global South: An 
Analysis of its Effects"

• Jamie Engman – "The Role of 
Bacteria in Chemical Signals 
of Elephant Musth: Proximate 
Causes and Biochemical 
Pathways" (chapter)

• Fred Worth – "College 
Mathematics Through Baseball"

In addition to several 
publications, Dr. Franc 
Hudspeth serves as editor 

of the International Journal of 
Play Therapy and is president 
of the state branch of the 
Association of Play Therapy. 
He helped create the Institute 
of Play Therapy at Henderson 
State - the first institute of its 
kind in Arkansas.
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More than 500 celebrate university's 125th 
Henderson State University celebrated its 125th Anniversary with a spectacular gala April 23 at the Hot Springs convention center. 
More than 500 guests attended the event that raised more than $83,000 for scholarships awarded through the Henderson Foundation.


