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 Message
   from the
President

Dear Friends:
As I write this letter, I am entering my final year as president 

of Henderson State University.  I have announced my intention to 
retire from the presidency on June 30, 2008.  That date will mark the 
completion of 22 years and 5 months as president of this wonderful 
university.  As I wrote to a number of you earlier in the year, I came 
to Henderson in 1986 to help better define the institution, but it 
probably did more to define me than I did to define it.  I am very 
proud of the great tradition of excellence at Henderson and, though I 
am not a graduate of this beloved institution, I am proud to consider 
myself a Reddie.

As Jane and I planned for this transition in our lives, we 
considered (as many of you have) how to structure our estate so 
that future students of Henderson State University will benefit.  
We decided to use the vehicle of our wills to leave a significant 
portion of our estate to Henderson to fund scholarships for needy, 
but able students.  Because of that action, we have learned that 
we will be inducted into the Holly Society at the annual gala ball 
hosted by the office of Development and Alumni Services next 
December.  I want you to know that we will proudly accept 
membership in the Holly Society, as it represents a way to 
assist Henderson students in perpetuity.

I hope you will consider making a gift or arranging 
your estate in such a way to qualify for membership in the 
Holly Society as well.  It would be great to stand there with 
many of you at the 2007 Gala and receive our plaques 
demonstrating our Holly Society membership.

Finally, let me say that we are busily preparing for a 
great school year in 2007-2008.  Our residence halls are 
full and we expect to enjoy a campus full of life and events 
during the coming year.  I hope you will be able to join 
us at Homecoming on October 27th and at other events 
scheduled throughout the year.

Sincerely,

Charles D. Dunn, Ph.D.
President & Professor of Political Science

Eternal as the Holly
Taken from the words of the alma mater: 

"Beauty and friendship eternal as the holly."
Those who have made Henderson an estate ben-

eficiary of $10,000 or more can now be recognized 
as members of the Holly Society and have their 
names associated with the campus in perpetuity.

The Roll of Donors will include the names of 
those whose legacies have been committed to the 
university.

For more information contact the Office of De-
velopment. They have professionals ready to answer 
questions and assist you.
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Henderson Happenings

Henderson has teamed up with 
Murphy Oil Corp. to help El Dorado 
students pursue a higher education. Mur-
phy announced the El Dorado Promise 
scholarship program earlier this year, 
pledging private funds to help every El 
Dorado student attend college.

Henderson then announced that 
the university will provide matching 
funds, up to the cost of on-campus living 
expenses, for any Promise Scholarship 
student who enrolls at Henderson.

“The Promise Scholarship is an 
exciting and innovative means of moving 
Arkansas forward. We are grateful to 
Murphy Oil Corp. for its generosity and 
foresight,” said Dr. Dunn, Henderson 
president.  “Henderson State University 
wishes to support the Promise Scholar-
ship program by offering each El Dorado 
student who enrolls at Henderson a 
matching scholarship that will, in combi-
nation with the Murphy scholarship, pay 

virtually all of the costs of tuition, fees, 
and room & board on campus.  

“Just think.  If programs like this 
spread to other communities, and every 
Arkansas student had a chance to attend 
college, the impact on quality of life in 
Arkansas would be immense.  That is 
the way we will move our state forward 
… by providing a collegiate education to 
our young people,” Dunn said.

Since announcement of the uni-
versity's interest in similar matching  
programs, commitments have been made 
with Norphlet, Fordyce, and Parkers 
Chapel. Henderson continues to pursue 
other partnerships that increase the 
ability of Arkansans to pursue higher 
education.

Bruce Moore ('89), chairman of 
Henderson’s Board of Trustees and Little 
Rock city manager, is a graduate of El 
Dorado High School and participated in 
a ceremony at the school. 

Henderson State matches
El Dorado Promise scholarship

Henderson student aids homeless man
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Bethany Langston of Malvern was crowned 
Miss HSU 2007 at Henderson March 29. Langs-
ton is a senior psychology major.  katie Lynn 
Barbaree of Gurdon was named first runner-up, 
and Tiana LaDawn Haire of Little Rock was sec-
ond runner-up. Seventeen candidates vied for the 
title, which included competitions in swimsuit, 
evening gown, talent and interview.

Miss HSU 2007

kyle Ferguson, a Henderson senior from 
Arkadelphia, was awarded the Agnes Cop-
penger Award for volunteerism at the Rotary 
Club of Arkadelphia’s annual banquet held this 
spring. 

Ferguson was driving through Caddo val-
ley last December when he noticed a homeless 
man sitting under an interstate bridge. He 
thought about helping him, but continued 
on to his job. However, Ferguson decided he 
would stop when he saw the man again.

The next time Ferguson noticed the 
man, he stopped and invited him to church. 
Ferguson drove the man to First Pentecostal 
Church. “He enjoyed it,” Ferguson said. The 
man turned down an opportunity to eat with 
Ferguson, but did accept a cup of coffee.

Ferguson later took the man some 
clothes, and even washed his dirty clothes. 
Ferguson helped the man get a motel room 
for a night. One of Ferguson’s friends cut the 
man’s hair. They found a job for the man at a 
nearby restaurant.

Ferguson’s next goal was finding the man 
a place to live. He soon found an apartment 
and gathered some furniture for the man. 
Ferguson even found the man a job within 

walking distance of the apartment.
The man continues to work and still at-

tends church.

Kyle Ferguson, a student with a heart, 
is a great representative of the "School 
with a Heart."

Henderson Board of Trustees Chair Bruce Moore ('89) talks to 
El Dorado students about the opportunity they have.



Reddie Report Summer 2007 • Page 3

Henderson Happenings

Aviation program adds seven new aircraft to its fleet     
Henderson State University accepted delivery 

of two new Piper Arrow aircraft for use by the 
school’s aviation department. The single-engine 
airplanes include advanced features and cost 
$340,939 each.

“One of the main features of this aircraft is 
that it meets the FAA’s requirement for a complex 
trainer,” said Troy Hogue, assistant chief avia-
tion instructor. “A complex aircraft is defined as 
an aircraft having flaps, retractable gear and a 
constant-speed propeller. The FAA requires training 

in a complex aircraft to receive a commercial pilot’s 
certificate.”

Hogue said the new aircraft also feature 
the Avidyne FlightMax Entegra glass cockpit 
as opposed to having the traditional mechani-
cal gauges. “By utilizing the glass cockpit in our 
flight training syllabus, our students will learn 
the latest technology being used by the airlines 
and corporate aviation,” said Hogue. “The Piper 
Arrows will mostly be used by students finish-
ing up their commercial training as well as their 

Certified Flight Instructor training.”
Five Maule single-engine aircraft have been 

purchased. With this addition, Henderson 
now operates 16 aircraft. There are about 100 
students in the aviation program.

Henderson has Arkansas’s only university 
program that offers a four-year bachelor of sci-
ence degree specifically in aviation. For more 
information about the program, please log on 
to www.hsu.edu/aviation.

Henderson’s weekly “Movie on the Quad” offers recently-released 
films on Friday nights, followed by a matinee on Sunday afternoons. 
It may not be the typical movie experience, but the shows are free 
and open to the public.

In spring and early fall, the movies are projected onto a large 
20x40-foot inflatable screen set up outdoors on the campus “Quad” 
area. Movie-goers bring their own chairs, blankets or whatever they 
desire to sit on. When winter arrives, or during bad weather, the 
movies are shown in the Garrison Center lecture hall, which offers 
comfortable, cushioned seating.

New equipment was recently purchased and installed in the 
lecture hall, including an LCD projector, new high-capacity speakers 
and subwoofer, along with an 18-foot screen. New amplifiers and a 
vCR/DvD player were also added. “We (the Garrison Center and 
Student Activities Board) are very excited about the new sound. It 
actually sounds like you are in a movie theater” said Ernie Higgs, 
Garrison Center director. “All we are missing is a concession stand 
out front and the flashing marquee signs.”

Among the movies scheduled this school year are Shrek the Third, 
Spiderman 3, Oceans 13, Transformers, Hairspray and Harry Potter.

To find out what movie is showing, call 870-230-5228. Sunday 
matinees begin at 2 p.m. and are always in the Garrison Center 
lecture hall.

New movie equipment installed
Faculty, staff transitions

Dr. Judy Harrison has been named 
dean of Teachers College, Henderson. 
Harrison had served as interim dean 
since June 2006. Before serving as 
interim dean, Harrison was associate 
dean/director of Teacher Education and 
Clinical Experiences at Henderson.

Dr. Hal McAfee was appointed 
chair of the Department of Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation, and 
Athletic Training. He had been serving 
as interim dean of the department fol-
lowing the recent departure of Dr. Ron 
Dewlen

Kenneth Taylor has been named 
associate dean for Teachers College, 
Henderson. Taylor will serve as the 
teacher licensure officer and coordinator 
of distance education programs. 

Carolyn Eoff is the new chair of 
the Department of Mathematics and 
Computer Science. She replaces Dr. 
William Durand who retired.

Dr. Drew Smith is the new direc-
tor of International Student Programs. 
Smith has been a visiting assistant 
professor of history at Henderson, and 
had previously served as director of In-
ternational Studies at Ouachita Baptist 
University. 

Dr. Duane Jackson ('81) will serve 
as interim assistant to the president for 
diversity for the 2007-08 school year. 
Jackson succeeds Dr. Alvin Futrell.

Chad Fielding has been named 
dean of student services. Previously 
Chad served as associate dean of stu-
dents.

Aviation students, 
faculty and others 
inspect the two 
new Piper Arrow 
aircraft after the 
planes arrived  
earlier this year.
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DistinguisheD AlumniLinda Adams

Sen. Jim Hill

FALL 2006

Henderson honors four graduates who have gone on to achieve great success in their fields

Linda Adams received her B.S.E. in home economics from Hender-
son in 1968 and has been cooking ever since. She has shared her cooking expertise 
throughout the state for many years. 

Adams was a home economist for the Cooperative Extension Service for three 
years before joining Frank Lyon Distributors as a home economist for seven years. 
She moved on to First Electric Cooperative where she worked for 15 years. But 
she is probably best known for her many appearances on kTHv, Channel 11, as 
a consumer specialist. She appeared on television about 400 times over 17 years. 
Today, Adams is still a home economist and consultant.

Adams authored two cookbooks, “As You Requested”, and “As You Re-
quested II”. She is editor of “Smilemakers … in the kitchen” a cookbook for 
Arkansas Baptist Homes. Adams has conducted more than 2,100 cooking classes 
and programs.

In 1992, Adams was named Arkansas Home Economist in Business of the 
Year, and Arkansas Home Economist of the Year in 1993. She was presented the 
Outstanding Alumna Award in 1995 at the University of Central Arkansas where 
she earned her masters in home economics in 1979. And in 2001, Adams received 
the Award of Merit for significant contributions to Arkansas Association of Family 
& Consumer Sciences.

Adams is an active member of Park Hill Baptist Church in North Little Rock, 
and serves on the Arkansas Baptist Children’s Home Women’s volunteer Board.

She is married to Carlee Adams (’67) whom she met her freshman year at 
Henderson. Her maiden name is Adams. “I wanted to marry a man like my father, 
and this one had the same name, so he was a keeper,” she said.  They have two chil-
dren, Cindy Adams and Melissa Carozza. Linda and Carlee spend as much time as 
possible spoiling their graddaughters, Mallorie Grace and Cassidy Elizabeth.

Sen. Jim Hill is a cattle rancher and timber producer. Born and 
raised in Nashville, he became an Eagle Scout and remains a strong sup-
porter of the Boy Scouts of America. He received his bachelor of arts degree 
from Henderson in 1966.

Hill held many prestigious positions on boards and committees 
through his involvement in the cattle industry. He was a charter member, 
and later chairman, of the Arkansas Beef Council; a former president of the 
Arkansas Cattlemen’s Association; a charter member of the National Beef 
Promotion Board; and a board member with the Meat Export Federation 
and National Cattlemen’s Association.

In 1992, Hill was elected to the Arkansas House of Representatives 
where he served from 1993 to 1996. After he was elected to the Senate, Hill 
was chosen by his colleagues to be president pro tem of the Senate for the 
84th General Assembly. He currently serves on the Joint Budget Commit-
tee, one of the most influential in the Legislature, and the Senate Efficiency 
Committee.

Hill has been active in raising funds for diagnosis and treatment of 
prostate cancer. He also serves on the board of the Arkansas Prostate Cancer 
Foundation, and in 2004 he received the organization’s prestigious James C. 
East Prostate Cancer Awareness Award for outstanding service.

Hill’s wife, Charlotte, is a sixth grade teacher at Nashville Elementary 
School. They have two daughters.

An avid birdwatcher, Hill is a member of the Arkansas chapter 
of the Audubon Society and the Nature Conservancy. He also enjoys 
woodworking, knife collecting, golf, music and spending time with his 
grandchildren.
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DistinguisheD Alumni

Lt. Col. John Hesterly

Dr. Charles Rye

SPRING 2007

Henderson honors four graduates who have gone on to achieve great success in their fields

Lt. Col. John Hesterly graduated from Henderson in 
1951 with a bachelor of science degree in mathematics. He was desig-
nated as a Distinguished Military Graduate and received an Army com-
mission as a second lieutenant in field artillery. Also in 1951, he married 
classmate Barbara Ann Mazzia (’51). They recently celebrated their 55th 
wedding anniversary.

Hesterly served throughout the korean War as an artillery battery 
commander. In 1956, he was selected to attend graduate school at the 
University of Illinois. He received his master of science degree in Theo-
retical and Applied Mechanics. In 1958, he reported to the Department 
of Mechanics at the United States Military Academy at West Point where 
he became the first non-academy graduate to teach in that department.

In 1961, Hesterly departed for Europe where he commanded the 
only U.S. Army unit in the Netherlands for three years, and provided 
nuclear support for the first Netherlands Corps and NATO. He returned 
to the U.S. in 1964, reporting to the U.S. Army Artillery Board at Fort 
Sill where he began research, development and testing duties for the 
remainder of his 22-year military career.

Hesterly retired from the Army and for the next 17 years taught 
upper-level math courses at Aberdeen High School in Maryland. He be-
came the department head in 1983 and retired in 1990. Hesterly received 
numerous awards and decorations during his two careers. He continues 
to be an active volunteer in his community. He initiated the Gen. James 
H. Merryman Endowed Scholarship (HSU) and has recently established 
the Mazzia-Hesertly-Dunn Scholarship at Henderson which will be 
awarded in the 2007-2008 academic year.

Dr. Charles Rye is retired associate dean of the Matt Locke Ellis Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences at Henderson and emeritus professor of music.  He was 
director of choral activities for 33 years before his retirement in 2005.

Rye received his bachelor of music education degree from Henderson in 1969, 
and the master of music education degree from Louisiana State University in 1971. 
He earned his doctor of musical arts degree in choral conducting from the University 
of Oklahoma in 1981.

Under Rye’s leadership, the choirs at Henderson have had many notable per-
formance opportunities and received numerous honors. The Concert Choir made 
several international tours. The first was to the Republic of China in 1979. The choir 
also performed in London, Paris, Rome, Munich, vienna and Florence. One of Rye’s 
most memorable performances was at a noon Mass at the Bernini altar in St. Peter’s 
Basilica at the vatican.

Rye founded the HSU Chamber Chorale in 1981, and it became the back-
bone ensemble of the HSU Madrigal Feaste. He served as the conductor of  The 
Arkansas Choral Society from 1983-87 and 1990-92. Rye has been active in 
several organizations and has sang leading roles in several theatres. Throughout his 
career, he has been in demand as a choral clinician and adjudicator in Arkansas 
and neighboring states.

In 2002, Rye was honored by Henderson with a Faculty Excellence Award in 
Teaching. In 1991, he was honored as the Arkansas Musician of the Year by the 
Arkansas Federation of Music Clubs. His family was named the Arkansas Musical 
Family of the Year in 1983.

A scholarship is currently being established in honor of Dr. Rye. He is married 
to Dr. Ann Barnwell Rye (’69) who retired this year as a professor of music and di-
rector of keyboard activities at Henderson. They have two sons, Andrew and David.



Sara Beth Modlin Deere, a 1974 Henderson 
graduate, was sworn in earlier this year as U.S. Mag-
istrate Judge for the eastern district of Arkansas. 

Deere began her legal career as law clerk to 
federal District Judge Henry Woods, a position she 
maintained for 17 years.  Their book, Comparative 
Fault, Third Edition, published in 1996, remains 
a leading treatise on the 
subject of the long-running 
desegregation case of the 
Little Rock School District. 
She has published an 
article on the same subject, 
Reflections on the Little Rock 
School Case, and a tribute 
to Judge Henry Woods.  
Deere practiced in the areas 
of business and commercial litigation and employ-
ment law.  She is listed in Best Lawyers in America. 

Deere has taught at the undergraduate and 
law school levels at UALR, the UALR William H. 
Bowen School of Law, and also serves on the law 
school's alumni board.

Legal writing is one of Deere’s special interests. 
She is a member of Scribes - The American Society 
of Writers on Legal Subjects.  Deere is a member and 
past chair of the board of directors of the United 
Methodist Foundation of Arkansas. She has served 
on the Federal Practice Committee for the federal 
district courts for the Eastern District of Arkansas.  
Deere is a member of the Arkansas Bar Association’s 
House of Delegates, a Fellow of the Arkansas Bar 
Foundation, a member of the American, Eighth 
Circuit, Arkansas, and Pulaski County Bar Associa-
tions, as well as the Arkansas Association of Women 
Lawyers and the Henry Woods Inn of Court. She 
serves on the board of directors for volunteers’ 
Organization Center for Arkansas Legal Services.

Deere lives in Little Rock with her husband, 
David. Their daughter, Molly, lives in Berkley, 
Mich., and their son, Tom, lives in Little Rock.
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Marsalis Weatherspoon, was among several students who were awarded 
alumni scholarships at the Heart & Key Awards Assembly. Bill Campbell 
(’57, ’73), left, president of the alumni board, and Dr. Linda English (’76, ’87), 
right, president-elect, presented Weatherspoon with the Carl and Virginia 
Brady Scholarship. Other alumni scholarship recipients included: Ashley 
Hampton and Rebecca Morgan, Florence Atchley Powell Scholarship; 
Crystal Sandage and Jennifer Westergaard, Amy Jean Greene Scholarship; 
Lacy Gordon, P.W. Turrentine Scholarship; Elizabeth Flournoy, James W. 
Workman Scholarship; Stacy Stewart, Paul Chapman Williams Scholarship; 
Shannon Dickey, Ellis and Terry Cokes Scholarship.

Alumni scholarships

alumni news

All the elements were in place for a Las vegas-
style roast & toast: good spirits, beautiful decora-
tions, stylish people, live jazz, and a giant caricature 
of the guest of honor. However, this roast and toast 
had nothing to do with the Rat Pack or any other 
vegas entertainers. The guest of honor on this par-
ticular evening was Don Grisham, a 1956 graduate 
of Henderson who is internationally known as one 
of the great gentlemen of thoroughbred racing. 
“The Roast & Toast of Don Grisham” was held at 
the Hot Springs Country Club during the 2007 
Oaklawn season, and proved to be one of the high-
lights of the year. 

As a writer and columnist for the Daily Racing 
Form for 35 years, Don earned a reputation as an 
outstanding journalist who treated his subjects 
fairly and with respect. Throughout his career he 
wrote articles that were intensely personal without 
betraying the trust of his subjects. As a result, he 
was given a greater range of access to his subjects, 
many of whom were among the top names in the 
thoroughbred world.

 “The problem with trying to roast someone 
like Don Grisham,” said legendary thoroughbred 
trainer Bob Holthus, “is that there’s nothing bad to 
say about him.”  

That was the sentiment expressed by the other 
roasters, the list of which reads like a who’s who 
of thoroughbred racing. In addition to Holthus, 

other roasters included ESPN commentator and 
handicapper Randy Moss, famous thoroughbred 
owner Gus “Buddy” Blass, trainer Jinks Fires, as 
well as Pat Tanner and his daughter, Henderson 
student Roxanne Tanner ('07). The emcee for the 
evening was the legendary voice of Oaklawn, Terry 
Wallace. The caricature was provided by nationally 
syndicated editorial cartoonist John Deering.

The evening was not without presentations 
either. The Daily Racing Form presented Grisham 
with a faux cover of its daily publication featuring 
the headline, “Don Grisham: Still in the Win-
ner’s Circle.” The publishing house also presented 
him with a portfolio of drawings by the renowned 
cartoonist “Peb” (Pierre Bellocq). In addition, Hen-
derson presented Grisham with a framed plaque 
bearing the original caricature by John Deering 
along with a letter from Arkansas Gov. Mike Beebe 
that praised Don for his invaluable contributions to 
“the sport of kings.”

The event, which was hosted by the Henderson 
Office of Development, raised about $10,000 for 
an endowment that will fund a scholarship for a 
Henderson student in Grisham’s honor. The music 
for the evening was provided by Captain Hender-
son’s Midnight Jazzmen, a jazz combo consisting of 
Henderson students.

Don is married to the former Iris Westbrook, a 
1956 graduate of Henderson.

Deere appointed 
magistrate judge

Don Grisham honored at roast and toast

Horse racing columnist Don Grisham (’56), was the guest of honor at a roast and toast. 
Pictured left to right; Randy Moss, Terry Wallace, Don Grisham, Bob Holthus, Jinks Fires, 
"Buddy" Blass, Pat Tanner, and in front Roxanne Tanner (’07).



It was a S’Wonderful evening in December as Henderson’s largest 
donors gathered at DeGray Lake Lodge for the annual Heart Club Gala, a 
black tie event that recognizes donors who have given at least $10,000 to 
the university over their lifetime. 

Guests to the event were welcomed with complimentary valet parking 
and carolers from the university. With the music of Shirley Chauvin & 
S’Wonderful to create the mood, guests enjoyed holiday décor created by 
kathy Muse (’69, ’76), as well as excellent spirits and heavy hors d’ouerves. 

Following a welcome by Henderson President Dr. Charles Dunn, a 
crystal bowl was presented to the new President’s Guild members, Dr. 
William and Elaine Durand (’74). A Centurium Club crystal paper 
weight was presented to Jimmie Harper (’87), and a Spirit Society framed 
certificate was presented to Leonard Gills ('59, '82). New Spirit Society 
members who were unable to attend included Barbara “Babs” Johnston 
Hubbard (’48), Margretta Daniel (’56), Homer Tom (’49) and Betty Utley 
Jones, Robert and Marilyn Taylor Taylor (’55), the Malachi Smith family, 
and James and Norma Jean Lide (’51). kenneth (’43) and Carolyn Theis 
were recognized for having achieved their pledge toward the Spirit Society, 
and the Gurdon Wood Products Plant was also recognized for achieving 
the $100,000 mark with proceeds from their annual golf tournament. 
New Holly Society members Doris Robey (’50), velda Holmes (’57) and 
Dr. Linda English (’76, ’87) were presented with engraved mantle clocks 
for having provided a gift for Henderson in their estate plans.

The Henderson Heart Club consists of three giving levels: the Spirit 
Society ($10,000 to $49,999), the Centurium Club ($50,000 to $99,999) 
and the President’s Guild ($100,000 and up). In addition to the Heart 
Club levels, Henderson also features the Holly Society, which includes 
those individuals who have included Henderson in their estate plans in an 
amount greater than $10,000.    

Henderson enjoys a healthy level of support by its alumni, staff, 
faculty and friends. The upcoming winter edition of the Reddie Report will 
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alumni news

“An elegant event for an elegant lady” is the 
way one guest described the Sunday afternoon 
reception at the Hot Springs Country Club 
honoring Doris Chambers Robey ('50). The 
reception, which was hosted by Henderson’s 
Office of Development, was designed to express 
appreciation for Robey’s generous estate-
planned gift to Henderson.

 The tea was attended by guests who were 
family members, friends from Henderson, 
friends from church, and even former students 
of Robey’s.  Guests were served refreshments 
in the beautiful Majestic Room at the country 
club, and were treated to a mini-concert by the 
Henderson String Quartet. 

Development director Billy Tarpley ('81)
shared that Robey served as a cheerleader at 
Henderson during her student days, and con-
tinues to cheer on Henderson today, not only as 
a willing volunteer for the Hot Springs Lunch 

Bunch and Helping Hands, but also as a donor 
whose gift will endow scholarships for future 
Henderson students. 

Wearing a lei of orchids sent from a former 
student in Hawaii, Robey thanked the guests 
for attending the reception, and acknowledged 
her family, several of whom had travelled long 
distances to attend the event. Robey was joined 
by her two sisters, Pat Chambers Racop (’54) 
and Lou Bray (’48), who are also Henderson 
graduates.

Robey’s planned gift was acknowledged 
by her entry into Henderson’s Holly Society. 
The Holly Society consists of donors who have 
provided for an estate-planned gift to Hender-
son of at least $10,000. For information about 
the Holly Society and other giving levels in the 
Henderson Heart Club, call Billy Tarpley at 
877-733-2586 or 870-230-5518.

Heart Club Gala brings major donors together

Doris Robey enters Henderson's Holly Society

Billy Tarpley (’81), right, director of Development 
at Henderson, visits with Doris Robey (’50) at a 
reception held in her honor.

Buddy ('61) and Betty Formby were among the many alumni 
and friends who attended the Heart Club Gala at the DeGray 
Lake Lodge.

feature the annual list of Heart Club members and other contributors to 
Henderson.

For more information about the Heart Club or the Holly Society, 
please call Billy Tarpley, director of development, at 870-230-5401.
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By Billy Tarpley
Use the phrase “virtual mobile classroom” in a 

conversation and most people will give you a con-
fused stare, but that phrase well describes the new 
“Aspirnaut” initiative created by three Henderson 
graduates – all members of the Hudson family. Dr. 
Billy Hudson (’62), Ann Hudson kincl (’66) and 
Johnny Hudson (’67) teamed up to make a differ-
ence in the lives of students who live in and near 
their former hometown of Grapevine, Ark., near 
Sheridan.

The term Aspirnaut (as’-per-not) was created to 
describe students who aspire, seek and achieve, who 
climb the educational ladder of k-12 and go on to 
university or vocational training to reach their star. 
Thanks to the leadership of the Hudson family and 
to the generosity of vanderbilt University Medical 
Center, where Dr. Hudson serves as the Elliot v. 
Newman Professor of Medicine and Biochemis-

try, the pilot program has been launched in the 
Sheridan School District to put technology into the 
hands of students who endure long bus rides to and 
from school daily. 

Not only will students aboard bus No. 46 have 
laptops and iPods available for their use, but also 
the bus is wired for internet broadband service that 
will provide a live connection while the students are 
in transit.  During the 90-minute, one-way com-
mute to school, students aboard the bus will have 
access to online educational programming, as well 
as the capability to download podcasts of educa-
tional material, all with a leaning toward math 
and science. In addition to the mobile features of 
the Aspirnaut program, students and parents will 
be able to gather at the Sardis Missionary Baptist 
Church to enjoy online and interactive instruction 
from teachers, scientists and math professionals at 
vanderbilt.

The idea that drives the Aspirnaut program, 
according to Johnny Hudson ('67), who is also a 
member of the Henderson Board of Trustees, is to 
reach children in rural Arkansas with modern tech-
nology and modern instruction so that they can 
achieve and excel in their education without regard 
to where they live. “If this pilot program works,” he 
said, “we would like to see it expanded throughout 
the district, and perhaps serve as a model that will 
change the future of education throughout the 
nation.”

Dr. Billy Hudson ('62) has been a major 
motivator to see this program through from idea to 
implementation. As an internationally acclaimed 
medical researcher, Dr. Hudson knows the value of 
reaching for the stars. After almost dropping out 
of high school, he was brought to Henderson by 
his basketball coach, Robert Theus (’56, ’58), to 
enroll in college. Although he lacked a high school 

Aspire
Seek

Achieve
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Dr. Billy Hudson, second from right, is pictured with several Henderson alumni, 
including, from left: Dwight Simpson ('78), Brenda Culpepper Haynes ('63), Ann 
Hudson Kincl ('66), Johnny Hudson ('67), Candace Wilson ('05), Dr. Billy Hudson 
('62), and Scott Spainhour ('94, '96).

Letterman Club Membership
The purpose of the club is to honor and 

recognize those who have made significant 
contributions to sports at Henderson.  The goal 
is to promote and develop Henderson sports while 
educating the general public on Henderson sports; 
to stimulate and improve alumni and fan support 
and to help former players stay in contact with 
teammates.  We will provide golf tournaments, 
picnics, fish fries and other social functions.

Annual membership will be $25. Members 
will be recognized in the quarterly newsletter, will 
be eligible to nominate and vote for candidates 
for the "Hall of Honor,"  and will be invited to all 
Letterman Club social functions.  Call Woody Jol-
ley at 870-403-2919 or 870-230-5190, or e-mail, 
jolleyw@hsu.edu for a membership application or 
additional information.

Chamber Chorale Tour
Join the Henderson Chamber Chorale for a 

trip of a lifetime!  The Chamber Chorale will be 
touring Germany and Austria, May 13-23, 2008.  
Members of the Chorale along with Dr. Stephen 
Eaves, director of choral activities, will perform 
in wonderful concert venues and experience some 
of the top destinations in Europe.  The tour will 
begin with a cruise down the Rhine River and end 
in the beautiful city of vienna.  Other destinations 
will include Frankfurt, Heidelberg, Rothenberg, 
Munich, Salzburg and vienna.  Along with op-
portunities to hear the Chamber Chorale perform 
there will be guided tours in each city, great food 
and excellent accommodations. Contact Dr. 
Stephen Eaves at 870-230-5053 or eavess@hsu.
edu or check the alumni web page for information. 
There are limited spots on this tour, so contact Dr. 
Eaves today!

Aviation Alumni
Please update your information via the alumni 

update form link on the alumni web page or call 
the alumni office. Include your e-mail address 
so that we can notify you of upcoming aviation 
alumni events. 

Theatre and Dance Alumni
The theatre department would like to hear 

from theatre and dance alumni, and those involved 
in Masquers.  Please e-mail gilpin@hsu.edu and tell 
him what you have been doing. Update your con-
tact information by visiting the alumni web page.

Go to Hawaii for Reddie Basketball
The Reddie basketball team will play University 
of Hawaii at Hilo on Dec. 1., Hawaii Pacific 
University on Dec. 2, and BYU-Hawaii on 
December 4. They will stay at the Aqua Aloha 
Surf and Spa in Honolulu.  Why don't you join 
them? Information is available by contacting 
Angie Bradshaw at 870-230-5161.

diploma, he was admitted to Henderson, and later 
excelled in the sciences thanks to the encourage-
ment of chemistry professor, Dr. Haskell Jones. 
After earning his B.S. in chemistry in 1962, he 
continued his education to earn a master’s degree 
and Ph.D. in biochemistry, and later went on to 
perform important research that led to new treat-
ments for various forms of kidney disease. 

Ann followed Billy to Henderson, where she 
earned her B.S.E. in elementary education in 1966. 

She made her mark in education, and now serves 
as associate director of the Aspirnaut program 
after retiring from her position as director of gifted 
and talented programs for the North Little Rock 
School District.  Likewise, Johnny made three. 
He enrolled at Henderson after graduating from 
Arkadelphia High School. He earned his B.S.B.A. 
in accounting in 1967, and is now the managing 
partner of Hudson, Cisne & Company, LLP in 
Little Rock.

Aspire
Seek

Achieve
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Combined Years of serviCe208 Retirement brings end to lengthy careers of six Henderson faculty and staff

Dr. William Durand began teach-
ing mathematics at Henderson in 1966. 
He has been called a “teacher’s teacher” 
by his peers. Durand was known to spend 
many hours in his office assisting students.

He has received numerous federal 
grants to develop and offer summer math-
ematics workshops for elementary, middle 
school, and secondary math teachers.  He 
directed several Math Crusade classes 
throughout Southwest Arkansas.  He 
was also instrumental in organizing the 
Southwest Arkansas Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics.

Durand became chairman of the 
department of mathematics and computer 
science in 1997. He was instrumental in 
developing and implementing the licen-
sure program for elementary and middle 

school mathematics in cooperation with 
Teachers College, Henderson. And while 
most department chairs teach a load of six 
to nine hours each academic year, Durand 
has consistently carried a higher load.

In 1999, Durand received the Out-
standing Teacher Award presented by 
the Oklahoma-Arkansas Section of the 
Mathematical Association of America. 
And in 2005, he received the title of Dis-
tinguished Professor at Henderson.

Durand has given numerous presenta-
tions and is a member of many organiza-
tions related to mathematics.

“It is very difficult to enumerate the 
many areas in which Dr. Durand has posi-
tively affected mathematics education,” 
said David Gardner, associate professor of 
mathematics at Henderson.

Kathy Muse ('69, '76) received both 
her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
Henderson. After teaching public school for 
almost 10 years, she joined student support 
services at Henderson in 1983 and became 
director of TRIO programs in 2001. 

She authored five grant proposals and 
received more than $5 million in federal 
funding for disadvantaged college and pub-
lic school students. The program has met 
and exceeded U.S. Department of Higher 
Education goals and objectives.

TRIO personnel have produced higher 
student retention and graduation rates 
and, other than the financial aid program, 

awarded more grant aid and scholarships to 
students than any other Henderson program.

Muse has served on various campus 
committees and poured hours into 
special events such as homecoming, the 
Reddie Hall of Honor, Sporty Carpenter 
Day, athletic reunions, all-sports ban-
quets and celebrations honoring Martin 
Luther king Jr.

A daughter of the late Nannie Lou 
Wulff, who was a Henderson graduate, 
Muse is married to Randy Muse (’74) and 
has two sons, kyle and Joe, who are also 
Henderson graduates.  She has five grand-
children.

Ed Martin is a gifted artist specializ-
ing in drawing, painting, and printmaking. 

Martin’s oil paintings and lithographs, 
distinguished by their high level of techni-
cal skill and evocative subject matter, are a 
regular feature at area exhibitions. He has 
received many prizes and awards includ-
ing a $500 Fellowship from the Arkansas 
Arts Council in 1991 citing “the quality of 
the artist’s work, exceptional talent, and a 
sustained high level of performance”.

Martin was involved for several years 
with programs in Technology and the 
Arts for gifted and talented high school 
students, which helped stimulate an interest 
in video and computer-generated images. 

He has used color paint programs, digitized 
images, 3-D modeling programs, image 
processing software, presentation programs, 
and titling systems in creating his own 
videos. A grant-funded program to develop 
an Electronic Media Arts lab grew out of 
his video-computer interests.

He received a bachelor of arts degree 
from the University of Southwestern 
Louisiana in 1962, and a master of fine arts 
degree in painting from Florida State Uni-
versity in 1967. After teaching two years in 
south Florida, he joined the Henderson art 
faculty in 1969. He assumed the chairman-
ship in 1978 and served in that capacity 
until 1995.

24 Years

40 Years

41 Years
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Dr. Ann Rye ('69), a Henderson 
alumna, began playing the piano at church 
when she was 8. During her junior and 
senior high school years, she often was the 
accompanist for instrumental solo and 
ensemble competitions. 

The trend continued into college. As 
both an undergraduate and graduate stu-
dent, Rye accompanied many vocal and 
instrumental juries and degree recitals. 
She continued to accompany musicians 
as a graduate assistant and often supple-
mented her income with church posi-
tions that required much choral and solo 
ensemble work. 

When she became a professor of music 
at Henderson State University 35 years ago, 
Rye began teaching others how to master 
the piano. But she continued as an accom-
panist. She has taught applied piano, piano 

pedagogy, piano literature and music theory 
courses during her tenure at Henderson, 
and is known throughout the state as a 
soloist, accompanist, collaborative pianist, 
adjudicator, and organist.  

Rye has accompanied many artists, but 
it’s the musical collaborations with her col-
leagues, both current and past, that have 
“been the highest joy” of her career. “They 
are among the finest musicians I know,” 
she said.

For Rye, the most gratifying aspect of 
accompanying musicians is “making music 
- always,” she said. “That and the interac-
tion with fellow musicians. I particularly 
enjoyed the years I spent as accompanist for 
my husband’s choral ensembles, both on and 
off campus.” Rye’s husband, Dr. Charles Rye 
(’69), recently retired from Henderson after 
serving many years as choral director.

Dr. Alvin Futrell ('70, '75) has served 
as assistant to the president for diversity at 
Henderson since 1999. He formed a diversity 
committee in Arkadelphia to incorporate new 
ideas for recruitment and retention of minority 
students at Henderson. 

He also secured a grant from the NCAA 
to help fund an assistant senior women's 
administrator and coordinator of athletic 
success. Futrell was always very interested in 
the minority student groups and clubs on 
campus, and encouraged them to be more 
involved and visible.

Before he became the president’s diversity 
assistant, Futrell was director of teacher admis-
sion and field experiences, and a professor of 
secondary education at Henderson. During his 
career at Henderson, he also taught courses in 
the undergraduate and graduate program in 
the health and physical education department. 

He supervised student interns and coordinated 
university intramural programs. He began work 
at Henderson in 1974 as a graduate assistant in 
physical education.

Futrell has given numerous presentations 
and workshops that enhance teacher education 
and diversity. He has also authored and co-
authored numerous journal articles. 

Futrell received his bachelors degree in 
social science and physical education from 
Henderson in 1970. After serving in the Air 
Force, he returned to Henderson to complete 
his masters in physical education. Futrell 
received his ED.S. in Educational Admin-
istration from Arkansas State University in 
1980, and earned his doctorate in secondary 
education from Ball State University. He also 
did post-doctoral work at Harvard University.

He is married to the former Brenda Sum-
merville (’75).

Dr. Jim Bragg began teaching biol-
ogy courses at Henderson in 1971. He was 
also active in numerous campus committees 
and organizations.

Bragg was a member of the Faculty 
Senate, and he most recently served on 
the Ellis College Promotion and Tenure 
Committee. He served as chair the past two 
years. Bragg also served for several years on 
the Ellis College Planning and Advisory 
Council, and was instrumental in helping 
design the current procedures for obtaining 
funding for travel and research.

While some considered Bragg’s classes 
difficult, the students who continue on to 
graduate school or into science fields invari-

ably express their deep appreciation for the 
preparation and experiences they received 
from his classes, according to Dr. Maralyn 
Sommer, dean of Ellis College. “He is a no-
nonsense teacher resulting in well-prepared 
students who are knowledgeable in the 
subject.”

During his 36-year tenure at Hen-
derson, Bragg taught biological science, 
environmental science, general botany, mi-
crobiology, mycology, biological literature, 
cell biology and advanced microbiology.
his research interests included microbiol-
ogy of aquatic ecosystems, microorganisms 
as water quality indicators, and fungal 
physiology.

35 Years

32 Years

36 Years
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Henderson athletic director Sam Goodwin was 
enshrined into the Arkansas Sports Hall of Fame 
this year following a distinguished coaching career.

Goodwin, a 1966 graduate of Henderson 
State and a member of the Reddie Hall of Hon-
or, had spent 17 years as head football coach at 
Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, 
La., before he was hired in 2000 as athletic direc-
tor at his alma mater. 
      Prior to coaching at Northwestern, Goodwin 
spent two seasons as an assistant coach at the 
University of Arkansas, where he coached running 
backs and quarterbacks under Lou Holtz. 
Goodwin helped the Razorbacks make appearances 
in the Gator Bowl and the Bluebonnet Bowl. 
Goodwin was the head coach at Southern Arkansas 
University in 1979 and 1980, and he was the head 
coach at Parkview High School in Little Rock from 
1970-78. He also coached at Hall High School 
in Little Rock, serving as head track coach and 
defensive coordinator for two seasons on teams that 
went 19-1-1. 
      Goodwin’s first job was at Forest Heights Junior 
High School in Little Rock, where he was head 
track coach and head football coach in 1966 and 
1967. His football teams were 14-2 those two years. 
During his nine seasons at Parkview, Goodwin 

won 72 percent of his games and led the Patriots 
to five state championships. As a collegiate coach, 
Goodwin won 111 games, including a school-
record of 102 at Northwestern State. He is also the 
Southland Conference’s all-time leader in victories 
and is a two-time winner of the league’s coach of 
the year award. 

Goodwin’s Northwestern State teams won four 
Southland Conference titles (1984, 1988, 1997 and 
1998), and 38 of his players at Northwestern State 
reached the NFL. 
      A native of Pineville, La., Goodwin attended 
Pineville High School and played on the 1960 state 
championship football team. In his senior year, he 
was named team captain and played offensive guard 
and defensive end while weighing only 160 pounds. 
He only played in two games during his senior 
year – the first one and the last one – because of a 
broken ankle. 
      Goodwin, a member of the Southland Confer-
ence Hall of Fame, came to Henderson State as 
a walk-on who developed into an All-Arkansas 
Intercollegiate Conference player on offense and 
defense. He earned NAIA All-America honors as 
a guard in 1965, and he was included in the AIC’s 
All-Decade team by Dave Campbell’s Arkansas 
Football Magazine.    
      Goodwin was also a three-time AIC champion 
in the discus, setting a conference record in 1965. 
Goodwin is married to the former kim Harris. A 
native of Natchitoches, La., kim has four children: 
Austin, Taylor, Dillon and Tiffany. Goodwin has 
three children: Robbie Lyn, Angie and Jay; and 
four grandchildren.

Goodwin inducted into Arkansas Sports Hall of Fame

Athletic Director Sam Goodwin ('66)

It goes without saying that ken Duke (’94), Henderson’s favor-
ite son on the PGA Tour, is an outstanding athlete. Not only was he 
named the 2006 Player of the Year on the Nationwide Tour, but his 
reentry to the PGA Tour has been nothing short of stellar. At the time 
of this writing, he has earned $1.5 million in four top-ten finishes, and 
is ranked 34th in the PGA Tour’s FedEx Cup points standings. 

Impressive? Absolutely, but not only is ken a great athlete, he is a 
generous man as well. 

Plans are underway for the 4th annual A Day with the Duke golf 
tournament at DeGray State Park Golf Course. This year’s tourney is 
scheduled for Saturday, September 22. Thanks to ken’s involvement 
and the hard work of ken’s father, Ray Duke, and Robbie Estes (’94), 
golfers from around the state and region travel to DeGray to compete 
in the 3-person scramble, which generates funds for the HSU men’s 
and women’s golf programs. The 2006 tournament produced net pro-
ceeds of $18,000 from the tournament and live auction. 

In addition to serving as the host of the annual A Day with the 
Duke golf tournament, ken has announced his intention to host the 
ken Duke Charity Classic, a cooperative effort between Henderson 
and Arkansas Children’s Hospital Foundation. The ken Duke Charity 
Classic is scheduled for October 29 and 30 at Maumelle Country 
Club, where ken worked as the club pro. Renowned golf instructor 
Bob Toski will be on hand to conduct a golf clinic for participants, and 
proceeds from the tournament will benefit both Arkansas Children’s 
Hospital and Henderson State University.

Ken Duke's generosity extends to two tournaments benefiting HSU

For more information about both tournaments, visit www.adaywiththed-
uke.com, or call the Office of Development at 870-230-5401.

Ken Duke ('94) presents a hefty check to Henderson golf coach 
Blake McAfee ('04).
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Henderson’s School of Business inducted 
Ross Godwin (’77) into its Hall of Fame during 
an awards banquet in April. Godwin, a native 
of Hot Springs, earned a B.S.B.A. degree with 
a major in marketing from Henderson in 1977.

In 1978, Godwin began a career in the in-
surance business which continues today. After 
working 24 years for Fireman’s Fund Insur-

ance, he is now southeast regional underwrit-
ing director for Travelers Insurance. Godwin 
remains active with Henderson’s School of 
Business, serving as the executive director of 
the Business Mentorship Program, and has 
formed a “Committee of Five,” an alumni 
group that fosters ideas for the growth of the 
School of Business.

Pursuit of a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration may be only a dream for most men 
and women working their way up the corporate 
ladder. Long days at work usually mean little 
time for extra activities.

But Henderson State University has a solu-
tion for the time-strapped executive seeking a 
competitive edge in career advancement. The 
Executive Master of Business Administration pro-
gram will soon be offered online, allowing stu-
dents to study anytime of the day or night. The 
Internet classes are conducted on the computer 
instead of the familiar classroom environment.

“We are excited by this news. This is prob-
ably the very first online MBA program offered 
by a public university in the state of Arkansas,” 
said Dr. Paul Huo, dean of Henderson’s School of 
Business. “It is not only a piece of good news for 
Henderson, but also good news for all motivated 
and qualified non-traditional students who work 
or live in remote places where it is impractical 
for them to commute to a university campus for 
MBA studies.”

The online curriculum is identical to the 
program offered on campus, but it will be 
available in a more convenient learning format. 
Students will use e-mail to communicate with 
their professors. Chat times may be scheduled at 

the professor’s discretion and will depend on the 
students’ schedules.

“This is an effort to expand Henderson’s 
academic ‘reach’ and will enable more people to 
pursue a master’s degree on-line,” said Henderson 
president Dr. Charles Dunn. “The number of 
degree programs offered on-line has increased in 
recent years, but this one provides a much more 
affordable alternative.”

There are 10 courses in the curriculum. Each 
course will run for 7-8 weeks. Only one course 
will be offered at a time, and the students will 
take the same course at the same time. Typically, 
students receive a one to two-week break between 
classes. The program is designed to be completed 
in about 20 months.

“The launch of this EMBA program repre-
sents a big step toward our goal of making our 
high-quality MBA education available to all 
qualified and motivated lifelong learners who 
want to pursue an MBA degree any time in their 
lives, regardless of where they are geographically 
located,” said Huo.

For more information, contact EMBA Direc-
tor Dr. Gary Linn (linng@hsu.edu) or Betty 
Magnini, assistant to the dean of the College of 
Business (magninb@hsu.edu) at 870-230-5377.

Godwin enters business Hall of Fame

Henderson offers EMBA program online

Paul Barringer, left, was honored at this year's  
President's Concert. A graduate of Gurdon High 
School, Barringer attended Henderson during the 
Great Depression and operated a lumber mill in 
Gurdon until he retired.  He created the Reed Bar-
ringer Music Endowment at Henderson in memory 
of his late brother, a 1938 graduate of Henderson 
who was an outstanding pianist and musician. He 
was presented a plaque by Henderson President Dr. 
Charles Dunn.

Roy Cramer, director of bands emeritus at 
Indiana University, was guest conductor at the 
Henderson symphonic band's spring concert. He 
conducted the band in a special arrangement of Be 
Thou My Vision and his own arrangement of the 
march Whip & Spur. He asked that no one applaud 
at the end of Be Thou My Vision, and instead observe 
a moment of silence in honor of the students and 
faculty who died in the tragic shooting at virginia 
Tech University.

Concert honors Barringer

A special tribute at concert

Dr. Paul Huo, left, dean of the School of Business, presents an award to Ross Godwin ('77).
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alumni scrapbook

Dr. Manuel Ramirez, professor emeritus of foreign languages at Henderson, 

was honored by the Arkansas House of Representatives for his "lifelong 

dedication to higher education and the many hours of hard work that he 

provided to help fellow Arkansans as an advocacy volunteer for AARP 

Arkansas. Ramirez taught at Henderson from 1968-1989.

The Holly A girls, plus a few more, met in April for their yearly get-together in Hot Springs. They included: Josie Selig Smith, Babs Bridges 
Barnes, Sunshine Dillard Smedley ('56, '77), JoAnn Willis Sharp, Pat Moss Reed, Marilyn Wright Danley ('56), Ann Barr Spiller ('55), 
Charlene Rogers Shehane ('56), Sara Lawler Umphers, Dottie Harrell, Velda Haynie Holmes ('57), Greta Owens Daniel ('56), Pat Chambers 
Racop ('54), Gloria Amisano Riggins ('56, '58), and Doris Chambers Robey ('50).

The President and First Lady of Henderson visited with friends and alumni 
in LaJolla, Calif., when President Dunn was in San Diego to present at the 
NCAA President's Summit. From left: Charles Gibbs (’60), Judy Allison, Dr. 
Jane Dunn, and Dr. Charles D. Dunn.

Sabrina Henderson Spradlin ('01), pictured with patient Bradon Bradley, recently received the Nursing Compassion Award from the Arkansas State Board of Nursing. Sabrina is a nurse in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit of Arkansas Children's Hospital. 

Dr. Troy Caver ('62) of Woodbridge, Va., recently hosted an 

alumni gathering with the help of Maureen Ellis ('75). Betty Jo 

Bittinger Middleton ('56), and Carolyn Thomas Stovall (attended 

'61-'63) in his home for the DC area Reddies.  Pictured above, 

Sara Russell ('65) and Dr. Troy Caver ('62).



Reddie Report Summer 2007 • Page 15

Melvyn being mascot of the Reddies for 
1933 Thanksgiving game and attended 
pep meeting. He is 6 months old.

President J.P. Womack and 6-month-old 
Melvyn Buck at Henderson just having a good 
laugh about Thanksgiving game.

Melvin
    the

Mascot

alumni scrapbook

Richard "Dick" Jacobs ('73) was recently named chairman of the Department of 
Pediatrics at UAMS in Little Rock. He was the recipient of Henderson's Distinguished Alumni award in 2003. When congratulated for his new position, Jacobs said, "Big job, but nothing for a Reddie!"

Mel Buck ('55) married Gene Stueart. They live in Hot Springs and are regulars at 
the Hot Springs lunch-bunch meeting. The captions under the original photos were 
hand-written. It is not known when the photographs were taken.

Dr. Alvin Futrell ('70, '75), recently retired assistant to the president for diversity, and Capt. Willie McCoy ('83, '00),  commander of the Hot Springs Police Department's patrol division, were recognized as outstanding community leaders at a Roast and Toast sponsored by the Hot Springs Area Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta at the Austin Hotel in Hot Springs on April 7, 2007. Pictured from left: Janice White McCoy ('77), Willie McCoy, Coordinator of Alumni Services Sherry Wright, Dr. Alvin Futrell, and Brenda Futrell ('75).

Homer Tom Jones ('49) has continually 
supported the arts at his alma mater Henderson; 

particularly in the areas of music, a love of the 

former railroad man from Gurdon. Generous 

contributions have been made to the Homer 

T. Jones Music Scholarship. Sixty years ago, 

the HSU student starred as Frederic in the 

production of Gilbert and Sullivan's "The Pirates 

of Penzance." UALR students recently honored 

him with a presentation of "The Pirates," using 

funds raised to help build the university's opera 

endowment fund, aptly named the Homer T. and 

Betty U. Jones Opera and Vocal Arts Endowment.  

His wife, Betty, passed away earlier this year.
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monDAY, oCt. 22
Homecoming Kick-off Barbecue (Alumni/Students) (870-230-5228)  ...5-6:30 p.m. ...........................Garrison Center Quad
Homecoming Queen Candidate Presentation  (870-230-5228) .............6:30-7:30 p.m .........................Garrison Center Quad

tuEsDAY, oCt. 23
Lady Reddie Volleyball vs. Ouachita Baptist (870-230-5194) .................... 7 p.m. .........................................................OBU

WEDnEsDAY, oCt. 24
Homecoming Court Voting (870-230-5228)  ...................................... 8:30 a.m.- 4 p.m. .................................Garrison Street
Chamber of Commerce Coffee  (877-733-2586) .................................... 9:30-11 a.m. ........................Arkadelphia Town Hall
Practice for Heart & Key Assembly (870-230-5228) ..............................6:30-8 p.m. ....................................... Arkansas Hall

tHursDAY, oCt. 25
Homecoming Court Voting (870-230-5228) ........................................ 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m .................................  Garrison Street
Heart & Key Assembly (870-230-5228) ............................................... 7:30-8:30 p.m. .................................... Arkansas Hall 
Bonfi re, Presentation of Top 10 Homecoming Court (870-230-5228) ......8:30 p.m. ..................................... Intramural Field

FriDAY, oCt. 26
Open House for all Alumni/Friends (Please RSVP 1-877-733-2586) ....9 a.m.-3 p.m. .................................. Barkman House
Homecoming Court Voting (870-230-5228) ........................................8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. ..................................Garrison Street
Alumni Golf Tournament (870-230-5190) ...................................................Noon  ........................Turtle Pointe Golf Course
Movie: I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry (870-230-5228) ................7 p.m ................... Garrison Center Lecture Hall
HSU-OBU Swim Meet (870-230-5206) ...................................................  6:30 p.m. ............................................. Wells Gym
Black alumni banquet ($30 per person) (870-230-5091) ........................... 7-9 p.m. ............. Garrison Center Banquet Room
Kappa Sigma Kappa Banquet (501-321-2144)  ........................................... 6 p.m. ....................Arlington Hotel, Hot Springs
DZ Alum Gathering (870-818-3188) ........................................................ 7-10 p.m. .................... Clarion Hotel, Hot Springs
Alpha Sigma Tau Reunion (870-230-5490) ................................................. 7 p.m. .....................Garrison Center Ross Room 
Cookout for Lettermans Club and Potential Members
              (870-230-5190) RSVP by Oct. 24 .................................................. 7 p.m. .........................Turtle Pointe Golf Course
Black Alumni and Friends Gathering ($10 per person) (870-245-3282) ....9 p.m.-2 a.m. .........................Camp Winnemocka

sAturDAY, oCt. 27
Heart and Key Coffee (870-230-5058) ................................................... 9:30-11 a.m. ...........Garrison Center Dawson Room
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Brunch (Please RSVP 870-230-5104) .......10 a.m.-noon ...........................Womack Hall Lobby
Alpha Sigma Tau Alum/Collegiate Coffee (870-230-5490) ................ 10:30 a.m.-noon .............Garrison Center Ross Room
Golden Reddie Luncheon ($25/person RSVP by 10/23 877-733-2586) 11-12:30 p.m. ......... Garrison Center Banquet Room
Alumni Band Luncheon (870-230-5054) ...................................................... TBA  ................................... Evanson Band Hall
Tailgate Party (1-877-733-2586) ............................................................. noon-2 p.m. ....... near Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
Aviation Alumni Tailgate Party (501-514-5232) ................................10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. ... near Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
ROTC Football Throw and Climbing Wall (870-230-5915) .................. noon-2 p.m.  ...... near Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
HSU Theatre Alumni Tailgate (870-230-5037)  ..................................... noon-2 p.m. ....... near Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
Pre-game Activities (1-877-733-2586) ......................................................2:27 p.m. ................. Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
 Presentation of Top 10 and Homecoming Queen
 ‘H’ Award Presentations
 Alumni Board Presentations
Football Game: Henderson vs. Harding  ...................................................... 3 p.m.  ................... Carpenter-Haygood Stadium 
Alumni Band (870-230-5054) ....................................................................... TBA  .................... Carpenter-Haygood Stadium 
Young Alumni Achievement Award  .....................................................After 1st quarter ............ Carpenter-Haygood Stadium 
Homecoming Greek Show ($10) (870-230-5228) .....................................9-11 p.m. ........................................ Arkansas Hall
Black Alumni and Friends Mixer ($15 per person) (870-245-3282) ......8 p.m.-1 a.m. .............................Camp Winnemocka

sunDAY, oCt. 28
Angelic Voices of Christ Homecoming (870-461-0115) ......................... ...2:30 p.m. ...................................................... TBA

____________________________________________
Schedule subject to change after date of printing. For updates, visit the alumni webiste or call 1-877-733-2586. Attention all Reddies and friends, please 
send your e-mail address to alumni@hsu.edu and include all pertinent information so it can be attached to the correct record. Did you meet your spouse 
at Henderson or OBU? Let us know-alumni@hsu.edu.

HOMECOMING 2007
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Captain Henderson House 
(HSU’s Bed and Breakfast) 
349 North 10th Street 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923 
Toll-Free: (866) HSU-INN1 
Phone Number: (870) 230-5544 
Fax: (870) 230-5568 
E-mail:hendersonhouse@hsu.edu

 
Best Western Continental Inn 
Hwy 7 N & I-30 
136 valley Rd 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923 
870-246-5592

 
Comfort Inn 
100 Crystal Palace Drive 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923 
870-246-3800
(located in Caddo valley)

 
Days Inn 
Hwy 67 & I-30 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923 
870-246-3031 
(located in Caddo valley)

DeGray Lake State Park Lodge 
Bismarck, AR  71929 
501-865-2851 
 
Executive Inn 
Hwy 7 North & I-30 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923 
870-246-5855 
(located in Caddo valley)

 
Hampton Inn 
108 Malvern Rd. 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923 
870-403-0800 
(located in Caddo valley)

 
Iron Mountain Lodge 
134 Iron Mountain Marina Drive 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923 
870-246-4310

 
Quality Inn 
150 valley Rd 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923 
870-230-1506 
(located in Caddo valley)

 
Shaw’s Garden Bed & Breakfast 
902 Hickory Street 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923-5044 
870-246-2485

 
Super 8 
118 valley Rd 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923 
870-246-8585 
(located in Caddo valley)

lodging

Has it really been 50 years 
since your graduation from 
Henderson?  We are planning 
for your induction into the 
Half-Century Club and 
becoming a Golden Reddie.  
If you have access to the 
Internet, you might enjoy 
going online and seeing recent 
snapshots of those you knew 
50 years ago.  Have they 
changed?  Play the Class of 
‘57 trivia and you may win 
a gift from the alumni office.  
Log on to www.hsu.edu/alumni 
and follow the links. The 
person pictured at right is a 
1957 graduate of Henderson, 
standing where the Oaks dorm 
once was.  Do you recognize 
this Reddie?

Attention Class of 1957!

Henderson’s department of communication and theater arts 
has announced its performances for the 2007-08 season.

The Last Night of Ballyhoo (by Alfred Uhry) 
Sept. 27, 28, 29; Oct. 1, 4, 5, 6 
7:30 p.m., Arkansas Hall Studio Theatre

Hotel Cassiopeia (by Charles Mee) 
Nov. 1, 2, 3, 5, 15, 16, 17 
7:30 p.m., Arkansas Hall Studio Theatre

Deathtrap (by Ira Levin) 
Feb. 14, 15, 16, 18, 21, 22, 23 
7:30 p.m., Arkansas Hall Studio Theatre

Cosi (by Louis Mowra) 
April 10, 11, 12, 14, 17, 18, 19 
7:30 p.m., Arkansas Hall Studio Theatre

Dance Company in Concert 
April 28 & 29 
7:30 p.m., Arkansas Hall Auditorium

For reservations and more information, please 
call the box office at 230-5291.

2007-08 theatre schedule

All caps indicates home game

Aug. 25 – at Texas College (Round Rock 
Classic) 6 p.m.

Sept. 1 – at Northwestern State, 6 p.m.

Sept. 15 – at Delta State, 6 p.m.

Sept. 20 – WEST ALABAMA, 7 p.m.

Sept. 29 – at West Georgia, 2 p.m.

Oct. 6 – ARkANSAS-MONTICELLO, 
3 p.m.

Oct. 13 – ARkANSAS TECH, 3 p.m.

Oct. 20 – Open

Oct. 27 – HARDING (Homecoming), 
3 p.m.

Nov. 1 – at Ouachita Baptist, 7 p.m.

Nov. 10 – at Southern Arkansas, 2 p.m.

Tailgate parties will be held for all home 
football games near Carpenter-Haygood 
Stadium. A tailgate party will also be 
held prior to the game with OBU on 
Nov. 1.

Reddies 2007 
football schedule

Did you meet your spouse at Henderson 
or Ouachita? Please let us know at alumni@
hsu.edu.

Where did you meet your spouse?

monDAY, oCt. 22
Homecoming Kick-off Barbecue (Alumni/Students) (870-230-5228)  ...5-6:30 p.m. ...........................Garrison Center Quad
Homecoming Queen Candidate Presentation  (870-230-5228) .............6:30-7:30 p.m .........................Garrison Center Quad

tuEsDAY, oCt. 23
Lady Reddie Volleyball vs. Ouachita Baptist (870-230-5194) .................... 7 p.m. .........................................................OBU

WEDnEsDAY, oCt. 24
Homecoming Court Voting (870-230-5228)  ...................................... 8:30 a.m.- 4 p.m. .................................Garrison Street
Chamber of Commerce Coffee  (877-733-2586) .................................... 9:30-11 a.m. ........................Arkadelphia Town Hall
Practice for Heart & Key Assembly (870-230-5228) ..............................6:30-8 p.m. ....................................... Arkansas Hall

tHursDAY, oCt. 25
Homecoming Court Voting (870-230-5228) ........................................ 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m .................................  Garrison Street
Heart & Key Assembly (870-230-5228) ............................................... 7:30-8:30 p.m. .................................... Arkansas Hall 
Bonfi re, Presentation of Top 10 Homecoming Court (870-230-5228) ......8:30 p.m. ..................................... Intramural Field

FriDAY, oCt. 26
Open House for all Alumni/Friends (Please RSVP 1-877-733-2586) ....9 a.m.-3 p.m. .................................. Barkman House
Homecoming Court Voting (870-230-5228) ........................................8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. ..................................Garrison Street
Alumni Golf Tournament (870-230-5190) ...................................................Noon  ........................Turtle Pointe Golf Course
Movie: I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry (870-230-5228) ................7 p.m ................... Garrison Center Lecture Hall
HSU-OBU Swim Meet (870-230-5206) ...................................................  6:30 p.m. ............................................. Wells Gym
Black alumni banquet ($30 per person) (870-230-5091) ........................... 7-9 p.m. ............. Garrison Center Banquet Room
Kappa Sigma Kappa Banquet (501-321-2144)  ........................................... 6 p.m. ....................Arlington Hotel, Hot Springs
DZ Alum Gathering (870-818-3188) ........................................................ 7-10 p.m. .................... Clarion Hotel, Hot Springs
Alpha Sigma Tau Reunion (870-230-5490) ................................................. 7 p.m. .....................Garrison Center Ross Room 
Cookout for Lettermans Club and Potential Members
              (870-230-5190) RSVP by Oct. 24 .................................................. 7 p.m. .........................Turtle Pointe Golf Course
Black Alumni and Friends Gathering ($10 per person) (870-245-3282) ....9 p.m.-2 a.m. .........................Camp Winnemocka

sAturDAY, oCt. 27
Heart and Key Coffee (870-230-5058) ................................................... 9:30-11 a.m. ...........Garrison Center Dawson Room
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Brunch (Please RSVP 870-230-5104) .......10 a.m.-noon ...........................Womack Hall Lobby
Alpha Sigma Tau Alum/Collegiate Coffee (870-230-5490) ................ 10:30 a.m.-noon .............Garrison Center Ross Room
Golden Reddie Luncheon ($25/person RSVP by 10/23 877-733-2586) 11-12:30 p.m. ......... Garrison Center Banquet Room
Alumni Band Luncheon (870-230-5054) ...................................................... TBA  ................................... Evanson Band Hall
Tailgate Party (1-877-733-2586) ............................................................. noon-2 p.m. ....... near Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
Aviation Alumni Tailgate Party (501-514-5232) ................................10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. ... near Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
ROTC Football Throw and Climbing Wall (870-230-5915) .................. noon-2 p.m.  ...... near Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
HSU Theatre Alumni Tailgate (870-230-5037)  ..................................... noon-2 p.m. ....... near Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
Pre-game Activities (1-877-733-2586) ......................................................2:27 p.m. ................. Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
 Presentation of Top 10 and Homecoming Queen
 ‘H’ Award Presentations
 Alumni Board Presentations
Football Game: Henderson vs. Harding  ...................................................... 3 p.m.  ................... Carpenter-Haygood Stadium 
Alumni Band (870-230-5054) ....................................................................... TBA  .................... Carpenter-Haygood Stadium 
Young Alumni Achievement Award  .....................................................After 1st quarter ............ Carpenter-Haygood Stadium 
Homecoming Greek Show ($10) (870-230-5228) .....................................9-11 p.m. ........................................ Arkansas Hall
Black Alumni and Friends Mixer ($15 per person) (870-245-3282) ......8 p.m.-1 a.m. .............................Camp Winnemocka

sunDAY, oCt. 28
Angelic Voices of Christ Homecoming (870-461-0115) ......................... ...2:30 p.m. ...................................................... TBA

____________________________________________
Schedule subject to change after date of printing. For updates, visit the alumni webiste or call 1-877-733-2586. Attention all Reddies and friends, please 
send your e-mail address to alumni@hsu.edu and include all pertinent information so it can be attached to the correct record. Did you meet your spouse 
at Henderson or OBU? Let us know-alumni@hsu.edu.
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Class Notes
1970s

Dr. Jack Helms (’70), of Baton Rouge, La., 
was recently appointed engineer in residence 
in the mechanical engineering department at 
Louisiana State University.

1980s
Cathy Biondo (’83), of Hot Springs, recently 
accepted a position in pension administration 
for Hudson, Cisne & Co. LLP.
Dr. Darrell W. Brann (’84), of Augusta, Ga., 
the associate director of the Medical College of 
Georgia Institute of Neuroscience, was recently 
named director of the neuroscience graduate 
program.
Randall Scoggins (’88), of Bellevue, Neb., was 
recently promoted to Major in the Air Force.

1990s
Kristi Graves Campbell (’91,’05), of Hot 
Springs, was recently named the principal of 
third through sixth grade at Fountain Lake 
School.
Donna Broyles (’94,’05), of Nashville, 
was recently named the Arkansas Personnel 
Development Coordinator for the Arkansas 
Department of Education.
Dr. Judy Pile (’96), of Cabot, was recently 
named the assistant vice president for 
education at Baptist Health Schools of Nursing 
and Allied Health.
Rob Grayson (’98), of Benton, was recently 
named sales manager for Blue Bell Creameries 
of Little Rock.

2000s
Jennifer Newborn Thomas (’00), of Little 
Rock, earned the teaching profession’s top 
credential by achieving National Board 
Certification.
Sabrina Henderson Spradlin (’01), of 
Delight, was awarded the 2006 Nursing 
Compassion Award.
Johnnie Dunn (’02), of Arkadelphia, was 
recently named the administrator of the 
Arkadelphia Retirement Center.
Josh Dilley (’05), of Midway, was awarded 
a Carolyn L. kuckein Student Research 
Fellowship from Alpha Omega Alpha.
Justin L. Farmer (’05), of Monticello, 
was selected to enter the UAMS School of 
Medicine in the fall of 2007.
Erin Bell (’06), of  Pearcy, was recently chosen 
to teach first grade at Oaklawn Magnet School 
in Hot Springs.
Kristal Brandon (’06), of Malvern, was 
recently hired to teach kindergarten at 
Oaklawn visual and Performing Arts Magnet 
School in Hot Springs.
Mary Davis (’06), of Smackover, was recently 
named the principal of Bradley Elementary 
School.

Kerri Hoover (’06), of kirby, was recently 
hired to work at First Step in Glenwood.
Ashley Nelson (’06), of Norman, was recently 
hired to teach secondary English at Sheridan 
High School.

Births
1980s

Tracy Duke (’83) and Jane, twin sons, Lawson 
J. Duke and Hudson L. Duke, December 13, 
2006.
Dr. David Gray (’88) and Heather, a daughter, 
Scarlett Christine Gray, January 11, 2007.
Catherine Cavnor Beach (’89) and Ben, a 
daughter, Sydney Caroline Beach, February 8, 
2007.

1990s
Pamela Plummer (’90) and John, a son, 
Jonathan Plummer, October 6, 2006.
Karen Roberson James (’92) and Greg, a 
daughter, Harper James, February 20, 2007.
Stephen Barber (’93) and Carrie Hagan 
Barber (’96), a son, Jerrod Thomas Barber, 
April 4, 2006.
Sean Pipkins (’93) and LeAnn, a daughter, 
Samantha Murray Pipkins, March 20, 2006.
John Greene (’94, ’99) and Jorey May Greene, 
twin sons, William Hugh Greene and Jay 
Robert Greene, December 26, 2006.
Cris McGough (’94, ’97) and Nicole Allard 
McGough (’01), a daughter, Halle McGough, 
April 23, 2007.
Jamie Zizelman Piatz (’95) and Shawn, a son, 
Wyatt Michael Piatz, November 20, 2006.
Karim Wright Ratey (’95) and Marc, a son, 
Cameron Marc Ratey, November 3, 2006.
Paul Wayne (’95) and Heather, a daughter, 
Isabella Elaine Wayne, February 26, 2007.
Russell “Rusty” Bonds (’96) and Jessica, a 
daughter, Jameson kate Bonds, February 3, 
2006.
Robyn Nivens Chastain (’96, ’03) and Mark, a 
son, Cooper Ryan Chastain, August 14, 2006.
Linda Miller Vermeer (’96) and Brian, a 
daughter, Mary vermeer, September 5, 2006.
Crystal Gray Smith (’97) and Jason, a 
daughter, Lia Grace Smith, August 4, 2006.
Joel Stanton (’97) and Lindsey, a son, 
Chandler Stanton, August 25, 2006.
Wendi Bass Boyles (’98, ‘00) and kevin, a 
daughter, kelsey Renea Boyles, May 2, 2007.
Todd Sadowski (’98) and Holly Wascaster 
Sadowski (’99), a daughter, Brooke Chaney 
Sadowski, September 5, 2006.
Sherry Hansen Berry (’99) and Jeffrey Berry, 
a daughter, Megan Elizabeth Berry, August 4, 
2006.
Allison Baggett Michau (’99) and Randy, a 
son, Garrett Clayton Michau, December 11, 
2006.

Vicki Lee Owens (’99) and James, a son, 
Gauge Owens, December 27, 2006.
Cynthia Cordell Ray (’99) and Anthony, a 
daughter, Lillian Grace Ray, November 18, 
2005.
Tiffany Collins Smith (’99) and Rick, a 
daughter, Abigail Rose Smith, June 26, 2006.
Amanda Chunn Wilson (’99) and Mike, a 
daughter, Elizabeth Grace Wilson, December 
1, 2006.

2000s
Jill Monroe Collins (’00) and Josh Collins 
(’02), a son, William Glen Collins, March 19, 
2006.
James Devine (’00) and Amy Cornelius 
Devine (’02), a son, Alan Devine, August 23, 
2003.
Jeremy Garner (’00) and Jennifer, a son, 
Jansen Andrew Garner, January 17, 2006.
Terry Harrison (’00) and Stacey, a son, Tyler 
Harrison, August 2, 2006.
Jaclyn Lowry Howard (’00) and kirk, a son, 
Matthew kirk Howard, February 24, 2006.
Selecia Watson Pope (’00) and L.v., a son, 
Caleb Pope, September 13, 2005.
Keith Tolbert (’00) and Kristi Frost Tolbert 
(’04), a son, kaden Troy Tolbert, September 
26, 2006.
Allison Janes Dixon (’01) and Sam, a girl, 
Hadlie Dixon, February 28, 2007.
Amanda Hixon Fulmer (’01) and Brad, a 
daughter, Maddie Lynn Fulmer, February 13, 
2007.
Jonathan Gardner (’01) and Sara Mattingly 
(’02) Gardner, a daughter, Makayla Renee 
Gardner, May 4, 2007.
Karrie Fry Quinn (’01) and Rob Quinn (’02), 
a daughter, Savannah Jane Quinn, April 4, 
2007.
Scott Nelson (’02) and Ashley Gray Nelson 
(’06), a son, Cash Nelson, January 22, 2007.
Rosezetta Murdock Lambert (’03) and 
Cedric, a son, Collin Dewayne Lambert, May 
27, 2007.
Laura Kodell Birmingham (’04) and Aaron, a 
son, Roman Birmingham, January 10, 2006.
Bethany Harrison Conner (’04) and kirt, a 
daughter, Dovie Belle Conner, January 4, 2006.
Corey Cooks (’04) and Charlene, a son, Corey 
Alan Cooks II, May 25, 2007.
Stephanie Wilcher Price (’04) and Matt, a 
son, Jay Harbour Price, August 21, 2006.
Mindy Larsen Connerly (’05) and Shane, a 
son, Jayce Connerly, October 27, 2006.
Tobin Fulmer (’05) and Destiny, a daughter, 
kasidy Reise Fulmer, March 12, 2007.
Shauna Rutherford Harper (’05) and Allen, a 
daughter, Mia Harper, June 1, 2006.
Autumn Summers Threet (’05), a daughter, 
Averie Brooke Threet, June 5, 2006.
Jason Trussell (’06) and Victoria Angeline 

alumni updates
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Trussell (’06), a daughter, Phoebe A. 
Trussell, June 9, 2006.

Weddings
Angela Edwards (’94) and Tavi Nino, 
November 18, 2006.
Mark Anderson (’98, ’04) and Felicia Rowe, 
December 30, 2006. 
Julie Fuhrmann (’03) and Brian Hensley 
(’05), August 26, 2006.
Billy Abbott (’04) and Elizabeth Ann 
“Annie” Otwell (’05), May 26. 2007.
Taquila Jones (’05) and Jamel Charles Griffin, 
September 29, 2006.
Jennifer Melissa Smith (’05) and Jesse Jaggars, 
December 30, 2006.
Mindy Mason (’06) and Jason Hoover, 
September 16, 2006.    

Obituaries
1930s

Frances Patterson Byers (’33) 94, of Hot 
Springs- February 7, 2007.
Corinne “Connie” Whaley Haynes (’34) 95, 
of Little Rock- March 5, 2007.
Janet Dennis Jones (’36) 93, of Crossett- June 
12, 2007.

1940s
Anne Evans Joyner (’40, ’68) 88, of 
Arkadelphia- April 15, 2007.
Nellie Rogers Baddour (’41) 87, of West 
Memphis- April 9, 2007.
Dulcie Compton Connell (’41) 88, of Sun 
City Center, Fla.- May 30, 2007.
Julia Ethel McKemie (’41) 86, of Magnolia- 
May 31, 2006.
Gene Fain Swepston (’41) 87, of Little Rock- 
March 14, 2007.
Lola Lee Martin Tyson (’41) 88, of Miami, 
Okla.- February 7, 2007.
Robert Harvel Harrison (’43) 84, of Houston, 
Tex.- July 29, 2006.
James C.  Lawson (’43) 84, of Little Rock- 
February 24, 2007.
Mary Josephine Thornton Meyer (’44) 92, of 
Hot Springs- June 8, 2007.
Edith Mae Lawrence Brown (’45) 94, of 
Hope- January 7, 2007.
Ardith Alene Fagan (’45) 86, of Murfreesboro- 
December 30, 2006.
Allen Lee Sage (’46) 88, of Houston, Tex.- 
November 5, 2006.
Mary Faye Smith Black (’47) 83, of 
Willisville- January 6, 2007.
Catherine Hardin Dundee (’47) 80, of 
Phoenix, Ariz.- June 6, 2006.
Robert W.  Stephens (’47) 85, of Arkadelphia- 
November 6, 2006.

Carolyn Rowan Inlow (’49) 79, of Amity- 
October 19, 2006.
Clauzelle House Reynolds (’49) 88, of 
Camden- August 4, 2006.

1950s
Winfred Sherd Clardy (’50) 79, of Maumelle- 
September 27, 2006.
Thurston A.  Hulsey (’50) 87, of Washington- 
May 3, 2007.
Robert Edwin Loyd (’50) 85, of Peoria, Ariz.- 
April 4, 2007.
Carl Merritt (’50) 79, of Hot Springs- 
December 29, 2006.
Thomas Earl Nix, Jr. (’50) 78, of Pine Bluff- 
January 11, 2007.
John Howard Rapley, Sr. (’50) 82, of Hot 
Springs- May 19, 2007.
Roy Vernon Whitten (’50) 95, of Paragould- 
May 12, 2007.
Jacob A. “Dooley” Womack (’50) 81, of 
Camden- February 16, 2006.
George Thomas Graham (’51) 80, of 
Houston, Tex.- December 1, 2006.
Della Sue Simonson (’51) 76, of Butner, 
N.C.- May 21, 2007.
Ray Bruce Watson (’51) 79, of Foreman- 
October 21, 2006.
Billy Clyde Cooper (’53) 77, of victoria, Tex.- 
April 6, 2007.
Alyce Bledsoe Wilson (’53) 89, of Waco, Tex.- 
February 3, 2007.
Ida Rae Hamilton Haynie (’54) 74, of Little 
Rock- May 16, 2007.
Fay Tullous Waters (’55) 81, of Benton- 
December 29, 2006.
William Penn Tucker (’56) 100, of Benton- 
May 2, 2007.
Marie Kimzey Arthur (’57) 84, of Magnet 
Cove- May 24, 2007.
Alma Jo Orr Ford (’57) 72, of Albuquerque, 
N. Mex.- March 10, 2007.
Shirley Harrison Garlington (’57) 70, of 
Conway- February 6, 2007.
Paul Register (’58) 77, of College Station, 
Tex.- May 2, 2007.
Billy Ray Pye (’58, ‘61) 78, of Malvern- 
December 6, 2006.
Mary Lou Ginther (’59) 81, of Springfield, 
Mo.- June 24, 2007.

1960s
Winnie Jo Chesshir Fricks (’60) 85, of 
Saratoga- December 16, 2006.
James William Huey (’60) 68, of Monticello- 
May 26, 2007.
Bennie Joe Trout (’60) 67, of Little Rock- July 
18, 2006.
Lowell T.  Heard (’61) 72, of Leola- March 
15, 2007.
Samuel Burton Ashcraft (’61, ‘76) 73, of 
Malvern- June 29, 2007.

Mary Cook Berryman (’62) 92, of Texarkana, 
Tex.- August 1, 2006.
Dawney “D.L.”  White (’62) 74, of Hope- 
April 23, 2007.
Jerry Lynn Gillis (’63) 65, of Sheridan- 
February 18, 2007.
Arthur R.  Pharr (’63) 67, of Emerson- April 
30, 2007.
Kay Thompson Holden (’64) 64, of Hot 
Springs- January 13, 2007.
Winston Larry Vanderslice (’64) 63, of 
Arkadelphia- November 18, 2006.
Burney Barnett Whitfield (’64) 66, of Hot 
Springs- May 6, 2007.
Fred Douglas “Bub” Griffith, Sr. (’65) 69, of 
Arkadelphia- December 2, 2006.
Linnie Frances Ellington Hogue (’65) 82, of 
Birmingham, Ala.- July 30, 2006.
Charlene Smith Vick (’65) 91, of Benton- 
March 14, 2007.
James Franklin Clinton (’65, ‘69) 66, of Lake 
village- April 22, 2007.
Robert Fiser (’66) 63, of Little Rock- May 27, 
2007.
Sarah Charlene Davis Harris (’66) 61, of 
Earle- August 28, 2006.
Dorothy Lee Williams Jordan (’66) 77, of 
Benton- January 10, 2007.
William “Bill” Sanders (’66) 76, of Pine 
Bluff- March 16, 2007.
Emma Nelson Randall (’66, ‘68) 92, of Hot 
Springs- May 1, 2006.
William Gerald Bernard (’67) 63, of Rowlett, 
Tex.- September 6, 2006.
Jewel L.  Jenkins (’67) 72, of Pine Bluff- 
October 10, 2006.
Ruth Phillips Samples (’67) 76, of Malvern- 
June 26, 2006.
Bette Rushing Duvall (’68) 79, of Benton- 
April 13, 2007.
Mary Ann Hickman Parker (’68) 59, of 
Forrest City- October 26, 2006.
Pauletta Hoskins Tobey (’68) 61, of Malvern- 
October 13, 2006.

1970s
Clifford Lamar LaBeff (’70) 63, of Bearden- 
January 22, 2007.
Edward Earl Stone (’70) 69, of Springdale- 
September 16, 2006.
Gloria Diemer Combs (’71) 60, of Cherokee 
village- May 12, 2007.
Maxine Bridges Watson (’71) 81, of Pine 
Bluff- August 14, 2006.
Elizabeth June Davis (’71, ’74) 80, of van 
Buren- February 25, 2007.
Louis Michael “Mickey” Davis (’73) 66, of 
Poyen- April 26, 2007.
Janet Scott Jordan (’73) 55, of Camden- 
August 19, 2006.

alumni updates
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Jimmie Don Dupuy (’74) 59, of Warren- 
April 4, 2007.
Neal Nathaniel Blakely (’75) 70, of Pine 
Bluff- October 12, 2006.
John Stanley Gann (’75) 54, of Hatfield- May 
18, 2007.
Dan “Wally” Pittman (’76) 59, of Cotter- 
January 5, 2007.
Lynn Reese Russell (’76) 54, of Maumelle- 
April 20, 2007.
Odessa Starks (’77) 75, of Pine Bluff- May 21, 
2006.
Christopher John Winters (’77) 51, of Little 
Rock- November 11, 2006.

1980’s
Betty Lee Anderson (’80) 71, of Mena- 
October 29, 2006.
Morgan “Rusty” Brandon (’81) 70, of 
Arkadelphia- December 10, 2006.
Georgia Williams Coffey (’81) 51, of Caddo 
Gap- March 1, 2006.
Cathy Diane Hale (’83) 45, of El Paso, Tex.- 
November 24, 2006.
Ted L.  Dean (’87) 42, of Hot Springs- July 
30, 2006.

1990’s
Jennifer A. Lee Mathis (’98) 33, of 
Arkadelphia- June 21, 2006.

2000’s
Heather Nichole Smyly (’05) 25, of Bismarck- 
December 29, 2006.

Faculty & Staff
Robert Lee Schmidgall (retired faculty) 64, of 
Story, Wyo.- April 27, 2007.

Former Students
William Newberry (attended ’36 – ’39) 88, of 
Arkadelphia- December 26, 2006.
Wayman A.  Ballard (attended ’36 – ’42) 88, 
of Little Rock- December 13, 2006.
Hugh Reese (attended ’38 – ’40) 89, of Hope-
October 29, 2006.
David William “Dub” Wells (attended ’43) 
82, of Sheridan- November 27, 2006.
Brian Morgan Brian (attended ’67) 58, of 
Camden- October 21, 2006.
Louise Hill Golden (attended ’69) 58, of 
Rogers- November 27, 2006.

Let us hear from you 
There are several ways you can update your information

• via www.hsu.edu/alumni (the alumni update form 
link in the red column on the left)

• call us toll-free 1-877-RED ALUM (733-2586)

• by mail Alumni Services HSU Box 7703, 
Arkadelphia, AR 71999. It is imperative you include 
the following so we can match your information to 
the correct record.

Major • Grad Year
Name • Address • City • State • Zip

Phone Number • E-mail Address

We also want to hear about your personal (mar-
riages, birth announcments) and professional 
(career moves, awards, etc.) for our Alum Notes 
section of the Reddie Report. If you have an 
e-mail address please send your news to alumni@
hsu.edu and give specific information so we can 
attach it to the proper record.

Join the Alumni Association
and receive future Reddie Reports 

Are you “REDDIE” for the road with an HSU license plate?  Arkansas residents may purchase the 
official Arkansas plates at various revenue offices across the state, or by mail.  The cost is $35, in addition 
to the normal purchase of a license plate.  The Alumni Office will receive $25 to go toward scholarships.  
We hope you will join the many other Reddies who currently support this program while showing their 
Reddie Spirit.   For more information on HSU license plates visit: http://www.arkansas.gov/dfa/motor_
vehicle/mv_plates_detail.php?pl_id=30 or www.hsu.edu/alumni and follow the links.  If you are already 
sporting an HSU plate, thank you!  We appreciate the difference you are making.

HSU license 
plates help fund 
scholarships

Continued from Page 19

Nominate an alum
Do you know a graduate of Henderson who has 

made outstanding achievements and contributions 
in the area of their career, community, education, 
politics, social service and humanities? Then you 
may know a Distinguished Alumni. If you would 
like to nominate him/her for the highest honor 
bestowed by Henderson State University, please 
contact the alumni office.

The Young Alumni Achievement Award rec-
ognizes graduates 40 years old and youger who have 
made early outstanding achievements in a chosen 
profession or field of service and/or service to the 
community. Contact the alumni office to recieve a 
nomination form. 

You belong to a large family of Reddies who we want to keep sending “the letter from home,” better 
known as the Reddie Report.  However, due to the extremely high cost of printing and ever-increasing 
postage rates, it has become apparent that we must adopt the idea of a dues-paying alumni associa-
tion as most other colleges and universities have also done.  In an effort to keep the cost of joining to a 
minimum, we are offering the following at this time, with the hope of adding other promotions as they 
become available.

 All alumni and friends (anyone who loves the School with a Heart) are invited to join the alumni 
association.  When you become a member you will receive:

· a subscription to the Reddie Report (2 issues per year)  · Red E News (email newsletter)
· an @reddies.hsu.edu email address  · a 10% discount at the Reddie Bookstore (excluding textbooks)
 Join today for just $20 (minimum 2-year membership) or $200 for a lifetime membership per 

household, and YOU won’t miss out on the next Reddie Report.

$20 (2-year membership)               $200 (lifetime membership) 

Name _________________________________________Graduation Year (if applicable) _____________________

Street Address ________________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________________State/Zip _____________________________

Date of birth_____________________E-mail address ________________________________________________

Please send to: Alumni Services, HSU Box 7703, Arkadelphia, AR 71999; or call 1-877-733-2586 to 
join by using your credit card. Thanks for your support of the HSU Alumni Association.

Memorials may be sent to:
Henderson State University

HSU Box 7540
Arkadelphia, AR 71999

Please make checks payable to the HSU Foundation. 

For more information,
please call the

Office of Development
870-230-5401

or toll-free 877- RED ALUM (733-2586)

The 'H' Award is given to alumni and friends of Henderson who have given meritorious 
service to Henderson over the years. Wouldn't you enjoy seeing a friend of Henderson recognized for his 
or her service to Henderson? Nomination forms are available by contacting the alumni office.



With a dream of becoming a professional animator, Jay Epperhart ('05) 
is well on his way to achieving his goal. Epperhart graduated from Henderson 

in 2005 with a degree in digital art and design, and interned for Pixar Studio 
where he left his mark on the animated movie Ratatouille. Epperhart designed the 

artwork that prominently dots the “i” on the hit movie title’s logo. His work earned him a 
credit in the film.

Jay Epperhart

Don Ruggles
When every second counts, you can count on Don Ruggles ('58).  After 

having experienced every parent's worst nightmare, losing his son Tony in 
a tragic hunting accident in 1982, Don realized the value of every second.  
Having been transported to three different hospitals Tony died 17 days later.  
Medical authorities stated that the lack of medical intervention, delayed by 
difficulties in finding Tony's location in the woods attributed significantly 
to his death.

Don, a compassionate '58 grad of Henderson, used his experience 
in the medical service corps and as an Army aviator to turn his grief into 
a positive service that would benefit others–a hospital in the air.  Why a 
hospital in the air? Because Tony, a bright, full-fledged American boy-next-
door, might have survived had immediate medical attention been readily 
available.

One of mankind's greatest gifts is giving to others what you have been 
deprived of yourself.  With Tony in mind, Don began the quest to initi-
ate an EMS helicopter program within local hospitals.  Thanks to Don's 

persistent and pursuant nature, others stand to profit wherein he once lost.  very quickly the first sustainable EMS helicopter program in the state of Arkansas was 
established.

Don went on to assist Arkansas Baptist, Arkansas Children's Hospital, and Schumpert Hospital of Shreveport, to start their EMS helicopter programs.  
Ruggles also helped the Arkansas State Police and the DEA to initiate the use of helicopters in the state of Arkansas for the search and eradication of illegal drugs.

The program's name has changed to LifeNet, and covers a four state region, Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas and Oklahoma. It has now flown in excess of 10,000 
patients without a single incident or accident over a period of almost 25 years.

While Tony's death was certainly a tragedy, Don says "the events occurring because of this tragedy have been a Godsend to our communities and I must say 
that I owe almost everything to Henderson State University for my education, my military training and experiences, aviation background, and wonderful relation-
ships with those who share the Reddie Spirit within my life."  Don says "every time we hear the LifeNet helicopter come over, we say, 'There goes a part of our 
son, Tony.'"  Thanks Don, for the difference you are making.

celebrating
success

Follow tHat 
grad

After finishing his internship, Epperhart married his college sweetheart, Leigh Anne Brewer, and 
moved to California to attend Animation Mentor, a new animation school created by Pixar and ILM 
animators. He studied under animators from Pixar, ILM, Dreamworks and Disney. Soon after start-
ing school, he was hired by Animation Mentor where he helped build the school as both a student and 
employee.

Epperhart recently graduated from Animation Mentor with an emphasis in character animation and 
continues to refine his animation skills as an employee. He plans on eventually returning to the industry 
as a professional animator. He is the son of David Epperhart, director of computer and communication 
services at Henderson.

Don is married to the former Mary Yancey, a Henderson alumna.  They own and operate Helicopters South-
west based in Texarkana, maintaining a fleet of five helicopters and three airplanes.  Southwest serves many needs 
including patrolling electrical lines for power companies. Don has flown numerous successful search and rescue 
attempts for children. One of the first helicopters to arrive to assist katrina victims was one of theirs.  
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Reggie Ritter is a 1982 
graduate with a B.S.E. 
in physical educa-
tion.  While he was at 
Henderson, he played 
baseball for the Reddies.  
Reggie continued his 
athletic career by playing 
professional baseball 
from 1983-1990, in-
cluding two years from 
1986-1987 in the major 
leagues with the Cleve-
land Indians. 

Mark Amox is a 2001 
graduate with a B.A. 
in music.  He also has 
a M.B.A. and M.H.A 
from the University of 
Houston at Clear Lake.  
Mark is currently the 
deputy administrator at 
UAMS in the Depart-
ment of Pediatrics.  While 
at Henderson, Mark was 
a member of Phi Mu 
Alpha and the Showband 
of Arkansas. 

Joe Hughes is a 1955 
graduate with a B.S.E. 
in social studies.  While 
at Henderson, he was 
a member of the tennis 
team, Heart and key, Stu-
dent Senate, H-Club, and 
president of Phi Lambda 
Chi Fraternity.  Joe has a 
masters in health care ad-
ministration from Baylor 
University.  He served 21 
years in the military, retir-
ing as a lieutenant colonel.

Gail Gentry Young is 
a 1986 graduate with a 
M.S.E. in science. She 
taught math, physical 
science, chemistry, and 
physics for the Little 
Rock School District for 
25 years, and she cur-
rently teaches at Prescott 
High School.

Bobbie McGriff John-
ston is a 1958 graduate 
with a B.S.E. in elemen-
tary education.  During 
her time on campus she 
was a member of Alpha 
Sigma Tau Sorority, and 
made many dear friends.  
Bobbie taught elementary 
students in Arkadelphia, 
Bismarck, El Dorado, Hot 
Springs, and Pine Bluff.

Bette Berryman Grady is 
a 1957 graduate of Hen-
derson, with a B.S.E. in 
English and social studies.   
She was a member of 
AEA, Heart and key, and 
the tennis team during 
her years on campus.  
Bette taught school for 
31 years in Arkansas, 
California, and Texas.  
She also served 14 years 
as a principal in Houston, 
Texas.  

Meet the new Alumni Board members

The Henderson State University Platinum Plus© MasterCard© Credit Card  

Our members deserve the very best. That's why we are pleased to offer you the Henderson State University Platinum Plus 
MasterCard credit card from Bank of America. Every time you make a purchase with the Platinum Plus card, a contribution is 
made to Henderson at no additional cost to you. To learn more, just call toll-free and refer to Priority Code FABEW5.

1-866-438-6262




