


Dear Alumni and Friends:

We completed a complex strategic planning process this winter that will assist the university as
it continues to develop during the next five-to-ten years.  Foremost among our strategic goals is a
desire to build a stronger “campus community.”  Toward that end we have gone all out to attract
students back to campus as residents.  Our two new residence halls (named East Hall and West
Hall at the moment) are well underway and should be open in time for the fall 2006 semester.
We hope that these two halls will permit us to attract over 300 additional students to campus life.
That should help provide the “critical mass” of students we need to develop a vibrant campus
community.

Of course there is more to “campus community” than attracting more students to live on
campus.  Those students must be engaged in the many wonderful and valuable things that go on
at Henderson, from art, music, drama and lectures to athletics, movies, comedians, and clubs.
Henderson is a wonderful intellectual and cultural center in this region of Arkansas, but it can be
so much more.

There are many other plans included in the strategic planning document.  We propose to
enable more of our students to engage in study abroad programs.  We wish to strengthen the
many partnerships that we have with our community, in particular those we have with area public
schools.  We hope to continue to attract terrific professors to preside over the learning process for
our students.  These and other plans will make Henderson an even stronger university.  It is an
exciting time to be a Reddie!

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Charles D. Dunn, Ph.D.
President

Anita Cabe, chair of the Board of Trustees, presented a Proclamation to Dr. Dunn during the
February Board meeting. The Proclamation recognized Dunn’s service and 20th Anniversary
as President of Henderson State University.
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3Distinguished Alumni

Joe Sweatt and Mary Jo Mann were honored as distinguished
alumni during Henderson’s December commencement
ceremonies.
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The brother and sister who graduated in
1951 said they wanted to make a donation in
honor of  former Henderson professors Dr.
Adelphia Basford, Elizabeth Brinkley and Dr.
Philip Horton.

Five new members recently joined the
Henderson State University Alumni Board.
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Hello Reddies,

The alumni of Henderson State University are the best, bar none. One of my goals for the
office of alumni is that every person, whether potential students or graduates of 50 years or
more, will see this campus as a place to which they will always desire to be connected. The
alumni office is often that bridge that keeps them connected. Many a marriage, lifelong
friendship, and paths toward rewarding careers have found their common thread to be their
experience at Henderson. This office will always strive to give them more than is expected and
to make attention to detail the standard, not the exception. The “School with a Heart,”
Henderson, deserves the best! Go Reddies!

A few reminders . . .

• Reservations for lodging during Homecoming should be made soon as we will be playing
OBU, Saturday, Nov. 4. Check our web page for a listing of local hotels.

• I have been communicating with several folks from the Class of ’56. Your 50 year reunion
is this year; be sure to check out the web, there’s a page dedicated for your class. You may
see a person who looks fifty years older than the last time you saw him or her. Send us a
recent photo; you may be next!

• The HSU Singers from ’82-’84, (under the direction of Leslie Uttan Auslin) are planning
a reunion during Homecoming 2006. More info on the web.

• Update your information online.

• New! Young Alumni Achievement Award (more information on page 20 & details on web)

• Show your Reddie pride! Alumni T-shirts, Henderson’s official state license plates, and
Reddie Spirit license plates may be ordered online.

Keep in touch,

Sherry Wright

Coordinator of Alumni Services

We are pleased to be able to offer this new issue of the Reddie Report to you, not only
because it is Henderson’s primary outreach publication to alumni and friends, but also because
this issue is being sent only to individuals who have contributed financially to the support of our
university in recent years. Without you, many of the programs that mean so much to the
ongoing operations of Henderson would not occur, and it is in that regard that we offer to you
our most sincere gratitude. Thank you so much for your support of Henderson!

Please know that the Office of Development, which also encompasses alumni services, is
available to serve you in any way we can. We hope you enjoy this issue of the Reddie Report,
and we look forward to welcoming you to Homecoming 2006 on Nov. 4.

With warm regards and personal thanks,

Billy Tarpley

Director of Development

Letter from the Coordinator

Administrative Secretary Hired
Jacquelyn Beene accepted the position of adminis-
trative secretary for the Office of Development in
January.  She worked for Baptist Medical Center
and Scott Byrd, D.D.S., prior to coming to
Henderson.

“I am very excited to be a part of all the fun and
exciting things that are happening at Henderson.  I
have had the privilege of meeting some wonderful
people and look forward to spending more time
getting to know Henderson’s staff and alumni. I
truly hope to make a positive impact by working
hand-in-hand with a fantastic team in the develop-
ment office.” Beene said.

Beene’s husband, Cameron, is a paramedic at
Med-Tran Ambulance Service in Benton.  Their
son, Cody, is a fourth grader at Peake Elemen-
tary School.  She is an active member of Park
Hill Baptist Church, where she serves as the
church clerk.

Admvancement Projects

Coordinator Hired
Angie Bell accepted the position of advancement
projects coordinator in the Office of Development
in April 2006.  She had previously worked as a
case manager for Therapeutic Family Services and
before that as an admissions counselor in the
Office of University Relations and Admissions at
Henderson

Bell is a 2001 graduate of Henderson and holds a
B.A. in psychology with a minor in Spanish.  She
is also a member of Macedonia Primitive Baptist
Church in Dalark, has served as the Angel Tree
projects chair for Junior Auxiliary of Arkadelphia,
and is the Alpha Sigma Tau on-campus adviser.
Angie is originally from Sparkman.

“I am extremely excited to be back at Henderson
and look forward to meeting new students, faculty,
staff, and alumni.  My new position will be a
different one than before but I feel I am ready for
the challenge,”  Bell said.



That’s right–I HAVE a bib!
My dad let the gang in alumni services

know that I had arrived, and they sent

him this cool “Future Reddie” bib just

for me. Don’t cry! You can get one,

too. Tell your folks to contact

alumni Services. The contact

information is in the front of

the magazine. Are you REDDIE

to be as cool as I am?
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Alum Notes
1960’s

Fred Nuesch (B.A. ’60), of Kingsville,
Texas, was recently inducted into the Lone
Star Conference Hall of Honor. He is
currently the sports information director for
Texas A & M University-Kingsville.

1970’s
Dennis Byrd (B.A. ’70 & B.A. ’95), of
Benton, the chief of the Arkansas News
Bureau, has recently been named publisher
of the Maumelle Monitor and the North
Little Rock Times.
Ruth McBurney (B.S. ’70), of Austin,
Texas, has recently been named the
president of the Health Physics Society. She
is the 50th president during the society’s 50th

year and is also the 3rd female president.
Nancy Ryburn (B.A. ’73), of Brooklyn,
N.Y., is now a clinical psychologist at the
Institute for Behavior Therapy in New York
City. She also works with weight loss
programs at Mt. Sinai and Beth Israel
Hospitals in the city.
Larry Williams (B.A. ’74), of Hot Springs,
has been elected to a two year term as
president of the County Judge’s Association
of Arkansas.
Christina McQueen (B.A. ’75), of Hope,
was recently appointed to the prosecutorial
staff of Eighth Judicial District-North
Prosecuting Attorney Randy Wright.
Linda English Ph.D. (Faculty) (B.S.E. ’76
& M.S.E. ’87), of Prescott, and Charles
Weiner (Faculty), of Arkadelphia, will have
a manuscript published in the March 2006
issue of the Journal of Poetry Therapy. The
title of the article is “Story, Archetype, and
Healing.”
Vanilla Hannah (M.S.E. ’76), of
Arkadelphia, is a counselor at L. M. Goza
Middle School, and was named Southwest
Arkansas Regional Counselor of the Year for
2005.

June Haynie (B.S.E. ’77), of Roland, was
appointed as the administrative director of
secondary education by the North Little
Rock School Board. She is currently the
assistant principal at North Pulaski High
School.
Fred Wren (B.S.B.A. ’77), of Prescott, was
named president and chief executive officer
of the First National Bank of Hope located
in Hope.
Reginald D. Terry (B.A. ’78), of
Arkadelphia, received a doctor of ministries
degree in December 2005 from the Beeson
School of Divinity at Samford University, in
Birmingham, Ala.
Jim Warnock (B.A. ’78), of Alma, was
named Arkansas Principal of the Year by the
Arkansas Association of Elementary School
Principals. He is currently the principal at
Alma Intermediate School.
Carolyn Bell (B.S.E. ’79 & M.S.E. ’91), of
Arkadelphia, was named the 2005-2006
Teacher of the Year at L. M. Goza Middle
School. She was also named the District
Teacher of the Year and Regional Teacher of
the Year for 2005-2006.

1980’s
Sharon Brewer (B.S.E. ’80 & M.S.E. ’85),
of Koliganek, Alaska, has been a
counselor for 13 years, and was recently
promoted to district testing coordinator
in Anchorage, Alaska.
Reggie Fryar (B.S.E. ’80), of Cove, has
been selected as a regional winner in the
Arkansas Teacher of the Year program. He
and his wife Sandy Hinson Fryar (’81) are
currently in their 25th year of teaching at
Van-Cove High School.
Jay Bunyard (B.S.B.A. ’83), of De Queen,
was recently named by Governor Mike
Huckabee as one of two Arkansans to win
the prestigious John Campanius Holm
Award given by the National Weather
Service to honor cooperative observers.

Kimberly Brown (B.S. ’84), of Saint Louis,
Mo., has been selected to the 47th Coro
Women in Leadership Class. This program
is known for preparing leaders to build a
stronger and more vibrant region.
Ruby Henry (B.S.E. ’87, M.S.E.’01), of
Gurdon, was named the 2005-2006 Teacher
of the Year at Central Primary School.
Mia Revels (B.S.E. ’87 & M.S.E. ’90), of
Talequah, Okla., was a member of a research
team which recently spent time in the field
searching for the Ivory-billed Woodpecker.
The effort was sponsored by Cornell
University.

1990’s
Christine Cooper (B.A. ’90), of Columbia,
Tenn., was recently named resource and
referral-health consultant for the child care
resource and referral in Fayetteville, Tenn.
Her primary duties include helping to
prepare child care centers for assessment in
the areas of health, meals, sanitary
conditions, safety conditions, and inclusion
of children with disabilities.
Chris Andrus (M.S.E. ’91), of Arkadelphia,
was named the 2005-2006 Teacher of the
Year at Perritt Primary School.
David Fausett (B.S.E. ’92), of Springdale,
has been named Director of Claims for the
Brentwood, Tenn. based Life Point
Hospitals. He has a  daughter, Sydney, born
in 2004.
Tandee White (B.S.E. ’92), of Maumelle,
completed the Economic Development
Institute program offered by the University
of Oklahoma which focuses on advanced
studies in economic development. She is also
an instructor in the Community
Development Institute at the University of
Central Arkansas.
Dave Worlock (B.A. ’92), of Avon, Ind.,
was named NCAA Associate Director of
Division I Men’s Basketball.
Susan Sorrells (B.S.E. ’94), of Arkadelphia,
was named the 2005-2006 Teacher of the
Year at Peake Elementary School.
Tanya Ruble (B.S. ’95), of Arkadelphia,
was named the 2005-2006 Teacher of the
Year at Arkadelphia High School.
Donnie Whitten (B.S.E. ’95, M.S.E. ’00,
& Ed.S. ’05), of Arkadelphia, was a
nominee for the 2005-2006 National
Principal of the Year Award.
Carrie Barber (B.S.E. ’96), of Chandler,
Texas, was named Head Volleyball Coach
for the Lady Leopards at Liberty-Eylau in
Texarkana, Texas.
Kelli Reep (B.S. ’97), of Little Rock,
opened Flywrite, a marketing and
communications company in Little Rock.
C. Brad Parker (B.A. ’98), of Hot Springs,
released his first novel in his Christian
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Hudson has been instrumental in the growth of
the firm. The company now has 29 accountants
on staff and six administrative support personnel.

In serving the public for more than 30 years,
Hudson has gained special experience and
training in many areas. His most valuable
expertise lies in construction, farming and
farming related manufacturing, automobile
dealerships, retail, transportation and banking.

He serves as a consultant to business and
personal clients regarding mergers and acquisi-
tions, investments, retirement planning, financial
forecasting, successor ownership and manage-
ment planning, administrative consulting
services, microcomputer consulting services,
business start up, new venture formation, and
fraud and investigative services.

He is a member of the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants, Arkansas Society
of Certified Public Accountants, Mississippi
Society of Certified Public Accountants and the
Louisiana Society of Certified Public Accoun-
tants.

In the past, Hudson has served as a member of
the CARTI Foundation fundraising committee,
finance and dues committee member of
Associated General Contactors, treasurer and
board member of Pleasant Valley Country Club,
and Arkansas Diabetes Association board
member.

Hudson is a member of Immanuel Baptist
Church. He and wife Charlotte have two adult
children, Kristen and Kevin.

The Henderson Board of Trustees elected new
officers at the Feb.  9 meeting. Bruce Moore of
Little Rock will serve as chair. Carol Jo
Atkinson is vice chair and Carolyn Tennyson
will serve as secretary. Atkinson and Tennyson
are both from Hot Springs. University
President Charles Dunn took a moment at the
meeting to thank out-going chair Anita Cabe
of Gurdon for her leadership in the past year.

The Feb. 9 meeting was special for another
reason. The Board welcomed a new trustee,

Henderson alumnus Johnny K. Hudson of
Little Rock. Hudson was appointed by Gov.
Mike Huckabee to replace Paul Dixon, who
completed his second seven-year-term on the
board in December 2005.

Hudson has very strong finance experience as
well as a long tradition with Henderson as a
member of the Henderson Academy Class of
2002 and the School of Business Hall of Fame.

“I’m proud to be appointed to this position by
Gov. Huckabee. I hope my experience with
Henderson’s School of Business and my love
for the university as a whole will help me
better serve the school in the position of
trustee. I am very honored to be on the board,”
he said.

Hudson was born in Grapevine but moved to
Arkadelphia at age 14. He graduated from
Arkadelphia High School in 1963 and
attended Henderson four years, graduating in
1967 with a BSBA degree with a major in
accounting.

Hudson is managing partner of Hudson, Cisne
& Co. LLP, an accounting firm he helped form
in 1987 based on strong accounting morals
and value to the masses. In the last 17 years,

Johnny Hudson Appointed and New Officers
Elected to Board of Trustees

President Dunn presents roses to Anita
Cabe as a gesture of gratitude for her
service as chair of the Board of Trustees.

Johnny Hudson
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Born in Donaldson, Arkansas, on January 9,
1917, Bennie Gene Bledsoe was the daughter of
Bennett Fleetwood Bledsoe and Cora Jane Berry
Bledsoe. The family moved from Donaldson to
Arkadelphia in the spring of 1917. She attended
local schools and graduated from Arkadelphia
High School in 1935. She earned the bachelor
of arts degree in 1939 and the master of science
in education degree in 1960 from Henderson
State Teachers College.

Bledsoe wrote the verses published in Now Will
I Sing during her freshman and sophomore
years at Henderson.

After her graduation from college in 1939, she
served a total of forty-three years as a classroom
teacher in three Arkansas schools. She taught at
Washington High School, 1939-1942; at
Arkadelphia High School, 1943-1966; and at
Henderson State, 1966-1982.

In 1973, she earned the doctor of philosophy
degree from North Texas State University, Denton.

She retired from Henderson as a professor of
English in 1982. During her career, Bledsoe was
a member of various state and national profes-
sional organizations. A former student, Chotsy

Robertson Sheppard (’59, ’66), recalled, “She
was a quiet, serious-minded teacher with a sly
smile and dry sense of humor. Students respected
her and knew she put up with no foolishness.”

In 1949-50, she served as president of the
Henderson Alumni Association and edited the
Alumni News Bulletin. Bledsoe published a two-
volume history, Henderson State University;
Education Since 1890. Her donation of several
dozen sets has enabled the Alumni Association to
award the volumes to those recognized as
Distinguished Alumni.

Former Alumni Association President and Henderson Historian Remembered

Henderson’s top donors were the guests of honor
at the 2005 Heart Club Gala held at DeGray
Lodge on Dec. 10, 2005. The sixth annual gala
drew a wonderful crowd of university supporters
who have contributed at least $10,000 in lifetime
gifts to the HSU Foundation.

Guests were greeted with complimentary valet
parking and were entertained with Christmas
carols by a chorale of Henderson musicians as
they entered the lodge.  With the music of the
nine piece band Vintage to set the mood, guests
enjoyed the drinks, dancing, and the elegant gala
décor created by Henderson’s own Kathy Muse.
Dr. Charles Dunn, university president, was on
hand with certificates for new members of the
Spirit Society, Dr. Duane Jackson and John &

Wanda Wood. He also
presented engraved
crystal bowls to the new
members of the
President’s Guild, Dr.
Della Sue Simonson and
Col. Eugene Simonson.
Other new members of the
President’s Guild were Paul
Barringer, Marilyn
Humphries Friday, and Dr.
Troy and Lorraine Caver.

The Henderson Heart Club
consists of three giving levels: the

Spirit Society ($10,000 to $49,999), the
Centurium Club ($50,000 to $99,999), and
the President’s Guild ($100,000 and up). In
addition to the Heart Club levels, Henderson
also features the Holly Society, which includes
those individuals who have included Henderson
in their estate plans in an amount greater than
$10,000.

Henderson enjoys a wonderful level of support
by its alumni, faculty, staff and friends. The next
issue of the Reddie Report will feature the full
list of Heart Club members and other donors who
have contributed to Henderson.

For more information about the Heart Club or the
Holly Society, please call Director of Development
Billy Tarpley.

2005 Heart Club Gala
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Dr. Dr. Gail Stephens joined Henderson in
January as vice president for student services, a
position vacated by the retirement of Paul
Hankins. While Hankins has retired from full
time work, he has a new role in the university’s
Office of Development.

Stephens comes to Henderson from Colum-
bus, Miss. She served six years as vice president
for student affairs at the Mississippi University
for Women, resigning from that position in
2003 after serving three presidents in just six
years. Since, she and her husband have owned
and operated their own businesses in Colum-
bus – an Italian restaurant and an interior
design company.

Stephens said she took time away from her
academic administrative career for personal

reflection. After leaving
Mississippi University for
Women, she married. “After
much discussion, my new
husband and I decided to
follow our dreams,” she said.
That’s when they opened the
restaurant and the interior
design business.  Even though
work in the family businesses
certainly kept her busy,
Stephens noticed something
was missing. “I love students,
the interaction with them and
the faculty and staff of the
campus and the fact that I
believe that in student services
I and others that work there
really do impact student
lives,” she said.

She served as an assistant dean
of students and associate dean
of students at Middle Tennes-
see University from 1990-1997.  She also served
as an adjunct professor for the sociology
department at Middle Tennessee State, teaching
six hours per semester in addition to her other
duties.  Before that, she was a hall director and
assistant director of housing at the University of
Tennessee at Martin.

Stephens received her doctor of education
degree from the University of Memphis in
1990. She completed a bachelor of science
degree in home economics with a minor in
business and a master of science in education
degree with emphasis in administration and
supervision from the University of Tennesee.

She said she does have some goals for the
division of student services, including continu-
ing to move the division forward, examining the
recruitment of more students and “providing the
services and opportunities that will have
Henderson State students believing that they
had the best collegiate experience possible.”

“Dr. Stephens has a great deal of experience in
student affairs work, including six years as vice
president at a sister university.  I am impressed
with her ability to develop fresh solutions to

university problems and look forward to working
with her.  I believe she is the sort of leader who
will always put our students first,” said Dr.
Charles Dunn, Henderson’s president.

Hankins retired from full-time work in Decem-
ber 2005, but did not leave the university.

He joins the Office of Development as special
assistant to the president for development.

Hankins held the position of vice president for
student services since 1997. He has also served as
dean of students and instructor at Henderson. A
speech major, he received a bachelor of science
degree in education and a master of science in
social agency counseling and a public school
counselor certificate from Henderson.

Dr. Y. Paul Huo has joined Henderson as dean of
the School of Business. Huo comes to Hender-
son from the University of Bridgeport (Conn.),
where has was dean and professor of the School
of Business since January 2003. He has also been
director of the School of Business and Leadership
and a George Frederick Jewett Distinguished

Dr. Gail Stephens, Vice President
for Student Services.

Dr. Y. Paul Huo, Dean of the School of Business.
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Front row seated: Leona Place Fletcher, Wanda Thompson Crow, Betty Guthrie Beasley, Jean Bryant Abbott, Tomie Wise Price,
Yvonne McKee Horne, Linda Prickett Jackson, Penny Fetters Smith.
Standing (numbered): (1) Martha Kage McDonald, (2) Ellis Cokes, (3) Sonny Abington, (4) Faye Buster Ryals Wilson, (5) Bobby
Atha, (6) Leon Carruthers, (7) Bob Coleman, (8) Otho Hesterly, (9) Pat Hunter Matthews, (10) Ernestine Green Reynolds Harper, (11)
Molly Stauber Turner, (12) Joe Hughes, (13) Charles Mazander, (14) Willie Click, (15) Mel Buck, (16) Don Dyer, (17) Vernon
Buchanan, (18) Don Griffith, (19) James Hix, (20) Wade Bratton, (21) Gordon Beasley.

Class of 1955-Golden Reddie Class Reunion and Luncheon

Hogs hire a Reddie
Henderson alum Gus Malzahn has joined the
Arkansas Razorback football staff as offensive
coordinator. The University of Arkansas made the
announcement in December 2005.

Malzahn joins the UofA after a successful high
school coaching career, including a four year stint
as head coach at Springdale High School.
Malzahn led the Springdale Bulldogs to two state
championship game appearances in his four years
at the school, winning the state champion title in
2005.

In addition to his successful coaching career,
Malzahn has produced an instructional video and
book on his unique offensive philosophy, “Hurry
Up No Huddle – An Offensive Philosophy.”

Malzahn is a graduate of Fort Smith Christian
High School and was a walk-on wide receiver for
the Hogs in 1984. He later transferred to
Henderson where he played for coach Sporty
Carpenter.

Baseball Field Dedicated to Clyde Berry

Don Braddock, former Reddie football
player, traveled from his home in
Callahan, Fla. to congratulate Berry at
the dedication ceremony.

The Reddie baseball field was dedicated as
Clyde Berry Field on Oct. 29, 2005 as part of
homecoming activities. Berry was honored
with a reception behind the Wells Building at
3 p.m. with field dedication services at 3:30.
Berry, a Henderson coach from 1963 to 1987,
is also a 1997 Hall of Honor inductee. His
teams won the Arkansas Intercollegiate
Conference championship in 1969. He was
named the NAIA baseball Coach of the Year
in 1966 and AIC and NAIA District baseball
Coach of the Year in 1982. He also coached
AIC baseball champions in 1965 and 1982.
More photos of the dedication can be found
on the website.
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The Healthy Arkansas program began in May 2004 with the goal of changing Arkansas from one of the unhealthiest
states in the nation to one of the healthiest. According to a  2001 report from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, Arkansas ranked first in stroke mortality, sixth in lung cancer-related deaths, ninth in cancer overall, and
eighth in heart disease mortality.  With the state’s emphasis on improving health, Henderson can be proud of its
contributions to improving the health of Arkansans, and across the globe.

For the second consecutive year, nursing
students from Henderson have had a 100
percent pass rate on the state board exams for
schools with registered nurse baccalaureate
degree programs.

According to the Arkansas State Board of
Nursing, 24 Henderson students took the exams
and all 24 passed, giving the university a 100
percent pass rate. Harding University had a
passing percent of 94.7 with 38 students taking
the test; University of Central Arkansas’ passing
percentage was 92.7 with 55 students taking the
test; and the University of Arkansas for Medical
Sciences had a passing percent of 92.5, with 107
students testing.

“As small as our department is, this is a tribute
to the faculty who are absolutely dedicated to
our students,” said Dr. Rebecca Patterson, chair
of the department of nursing. She added that
she would have been happy with a 90 percent
pass rate.

While Patterson said one single factor could
not be pinpointed as the source of success for
these past two years, she did note that a score
requirement change on an exam taken prior
to the state boards may have had something
to do with it.

Henderson has raised the score requirement on
The Health Education Systems Incorporated,
or HESI, which is an exit exam that mimics
the state board exam, Patterson said. She
explained that students who make the new cut
score have an “excellent” chance of passing the
state board exams.

The state board exam is taken on computer and
is unique in that the program often shuts off
during the test. Patterson explained that the

Nursing Department Gets 100 Percent Pass Rate – Again

computer administers test questions at varying
levels. It knows if the student has either answered
correctly on enough questions to pass the exam
or has missed enough to fail it, so it shuts off.
“You don’t know which when it happens,” she
said. Test results are available in about a week,
but Patterson said she reminds her students that
they scored 900 or higher on the HESI and
likely passed.

Henderson is proud of its nursing program and
the fact that it provides quality graduates eligible
to fill vacancies in the nursing field throughout

the state.  A nursing shortage in Arkansas has
been identified and studied by state legislature
with the formation of the Arkansas Legislative
Commission on Nursing, established by Act
1465 of 2001.  The study found that Arkansas
needs 1,925 new registered nurses each year to
keep up with the state’s growing demand. In
2002, only 683 students graduated as RNs. It is
projected that by 2010, the nation as a whole
will need an additional 1 million registered
nurses to meet the country’s health care needs.

Members of the Henderson State University nursing department faculty include (front,
left to right) Jerri Post, Carmen Irby, Shannon Finley, and Dr. Rebecca Patterson,
department chairman; (back, left to right) Lynette Smith and Carol Underwood. The
department held an open house Sept. 26, 2005 to celebrate the second consecutive year
that nursing students had a 100 percent pass rate on the state board exams.
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The late Dr. Jack W. Kennedy, a prominent
Arkadelphia physician, created The Jack and Ida
Byne Kennedy Endowment for Pre-medical
Studies at Henderson based on his desire to
provide funds for academic enrichment for the
Henderson academic program and to support
student scholars in their first year of studies at
UAMS. Henderson is the only university in the
state with a scholarship to UAMS for one of its
own students. This donation was made during
Henderson’s centennial, 1990.

When Kennedy went to medical school, he was
allowed to study for a semester and then work a
semester. He was well aware of the financial
considerations for pre-medical students.
Kennedy named the endowment in honor of
both him and his wife, Ida Byne, who was a
Henderson graduate. Kennedy was a former
president of the Arkansas Medical Association.
The Kennedys lived across the street from the
Russell Fine Arts Center on Henderson’s campus.
He died in 1989 at the age of 80.

Henderson senior Kate Atkinson of  Hot Springs
will receive the $5,000 scholarship to begin
UAMS in August 2006. A fourth generation
Reddie, Atkinson is the daughter of Henderson
Board of Trustees Vice Chair Carol Jo Clark
Atkinson and Dr. Ross Atkinson of Hot Springs.
She is he granddaughter of Dr. Joe T. and
Earnestine Clark of Arkadelphia (both alums)
and Dr. and Mrs. Jim Atkinson of Magnolia, and
the great-granddaughter of Daisy Davis, a 1918
graduate.

Receiving the scholarship has special meaning to
Atkinson because her grandparents were actually

First Henderson
International Student
Accepted to
Medical School
Dieter Wefuan, a cum laude graduate from
Henderson in May 2004, was accepted to study
medicine at the American University of the
Caribbean, School of Medicine beginning with
the spring  2006 semester. Wefuan, a citizen of
the West African country of Cameroon, came to
the United States in January 2001 to study. He
was inspired to enter the field of medicine by his
father who is a specialist in internal medicine and
rheumatology in Cameroon. Wefuan said his
goal is to improve the health of his home country
by being a physician and pediatrician. “Through
my experiences, I understand the demands of
medicine in Africa today.  I strongly believe that
my capacity to empathize with Africa’s dire need
for urgent medical attention and my spirit of
endurance and determination that drove me to
complete my undergraduate education despite
my hardships, will enable me to endure the rigor
of medical school and lead me to become an
outstanding physician and pediatrician,” he said.

Henderson’s International Student Program
continues to attract students from across the
world. Currently, 79 international students from
24 different countries are enrolled at Henderson.
Just under half the international student
population is from Cameroon, with 35 students
enrolled from the West African country.

patients of Kennedy during a couple of emer-
gency situations. She said her grandfather Clark
was riding a mule at age 8 when he broke his
arm in Okolona and Kennedy set his arm.
Kennedy also treated Kate’s grandmother,
Earnestine, when she passed out while the doctor
was treating her sister. “So Dr. Kennedy actually
treated three members of my family,” she said.

“My grandmother said she was praying that I’d
get into med school. Then, when I did, she said
she began praying that I’d get the Kennedy
scholarship,” Atkinson said. She said Kennedy
also left behind a legacy at the church her
grandparents attend. “It’s amazing to see how
much that one person is still giving, even though
he’s gone,” Atkinson added.

Dr. John Hardee, professor of chemistry and
associate dean of the Ellis College, said the
Henderson Premedical Committee unanimously
chose Atkinson for the Jack and Ida Byne
Kennedy Scholarship. “We feel that Kate is not
only an outstanding student, but she has
wonderful personal qualities that will make her a
kind and caring physician. She joins a long list of
previous Kennedy Scholarship winners who have
gone on to successful careers in medicine,” said
Hardee, who chairs the pre-med committee.

Atkinson will graduate from Henderson in May
and will begin UAMS in August. She has
shadowed several doctors and will decide upon
the type of medicine she will practice  after
participating in rotations at medical school. She
hopes to practice medicine in Arkansas upon
completion.

Kennedy Scholarship Helps Henderson Student Attend
Medical School

Photo on right: Dr. John Hardee
congratulates Kate Atkinson on
receiving the Kennedy Scholarship.
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When Dr. James Engman,
chair of the biology department,
added “biology field station” to a
departmental wish list, he thought
it was at best a shot in the dark.
But two donors and their gift
totaling $525,000 will make that
dream a reality.

Dr. Charles Dunn, president of
the university, said while attending
a meeting in North Carolina he had

lunch with Henderson Distinguished
Alum Dr. Della Sue Simonson. She
asked him if the biology department
had any needs, particularly in the
way of facilities. Dunn gave her
Engman’s list and Simonson and her
brother, Col. Eugene Simonson,
decided to fund the field station as a
tribute to former Henderson profes-
sors who had great impact on their
academic careers.

The Simonsons are siblings
who grew up in Clark County

between Curtis and Okolona.
The brother and sister both

graduated in 1951 from
Henderson. Col.

Simonson earned a
commission

through
Henderson’s
ROTC program
and retired as a
colonel in the
United States
Army. Dr.
Simonson
graduated

from Henderson with two degrees
– biology and chemistry – and
went on to medical school at the
University of Arkansas. She
worked for more than 33 years at
the Murdoch Center for the Men-
tally Retarded in Butner, N.C.,
serving as director for 10 years
prior to her retirement in 1990.

The Simonsons said they
wanted to make a donation in
honor of  former Henderson pro-
fessors Dr. Adelphia Basford,
Elizabeth Brinkley and Dr. Philip
Horton. “They assumed I could do
the stuff I did and I was naive
enough to just assume they were
right,” Dr. Simonson wrote of her
former instructors.

“I am deeply impressed that
the Simonsons made this very
significant gift in honor of three
professors who took an interest in
them, encouraged them, and taught
them,” Dunn said.  He said the
Simonsons recognize that the high
quality of the education they
received at the “School with a

Basford Bri

Biology Field Station Dream will Become Reality at Henderson
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Heart” is a direct result of
having caring, talented instructors.
“Their gift will make a tremendous
difference in the lives of future
Henderson students,” Dunn added.

Dunn said the generous dona-
tion from the Simonsons will likely
fund the entire construction of the
facility. Furnishing it and equipping
it properly will take additional
funding. Plus, the university will
have to find a suitable location for
the facility.

Engman said he envisions a
research facility that could house 24
students. In addition to living quar-
ters, he hopes the new facility can
include laboratory space, class-
rooms, a meeting room, kitchen and
library. “We want students to be able
to live, drink, eat, breathe and sleep
biology,” he said. Engman himself
had a similar learning experience in
a biology field station during his
undergraduate studies. He said he
took summer classes at the facility
and did research. “It was a turning
point for me,” Engman added.

Quite a bit of land will be
needed for the project, Engman
said. For the facility to offer proper
research opportunities, the research-
ers will need to be able to manipu-
late the land, he explained.
Arkadelphia’s proximity to lakes,
rivers and forestry makes for a good
variety of settings and Engman said
he hopes arrangements can be made
with other entities to have the field
station fairly close to campus.

Right now, building
plans are in the very early
stages. Once the depart-
ment decides what it
wants and needs in
the way of space,
the initial plans
will be passed
on to an
architect.
Engman has
been visiting
other biology
field stations
to get ideas.

In addition to offering top
notch research possibilities to
Henderson students, Engman said
the field station could help draw
the best students to Henderson’s
biology program. “We’ve got a
strong biology program and field
courses, but this will allow us
more hands-on opportunities for
students,” Engman said.

Eugene Simonson, Class of 1951

ley Horton
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The reception honoring Henderson’s Legacy
Scholarship recipients, held the evening of Oct.
6, 2005, was a celebration of Henderson State
University — what it has meant over the years to
its alumni, and what it will mean to the 11
scholarship recipients who chose Henderson to
be their alma mater.

Alumni attending the reception enjoyed
appetizers as they were treated to a PowerPoint
presentation of pictures taken from the year-
books of their days at Henderson, presented
alongside the recipient’s high school graduation
photos. Luther Verdon Kennedy was one of the
alums who attended the reception. He graduated
from this campus in 1955. His granddaughter,
Tember, a Legacy Scholarship recipient, plans to
follow in his footsteps and graduate from
Henderson as well.

The Legacy Scholarship became a reality in 2005
as the Henderson alumni board members
worked toward their desire to provide a benefit
to children and grandchildren of alumni who

H-Awards:
Each year the Henderson State University Alumni Board of Directors presents ‘H’ Awards to alumni, former faculty and friends of the university who
have shown meritorious service to the alumni and university over a period of years. Four ‘H’ Awards were presented in homecoming pre-game activities
Saturday, Oct. 29 in Carpenter-Haygood Stadium.

This year’s honorees were Millard Aud, Dr. Russell Cerrato, Barbara Hunter Wasson, and Dr. Joe Wright.

Aud is a 1958 graduate of Henderson. He has distinguished himself in the banking industry, having served as president and CEO of Merchants and
Planters Bank in Arkadelphia and of the Bank of Amity. After 43 years in banking, Aud retired and now serves as general manager of the Olds
Foundation which provides scholarships to college students. He and
his wife Theda live in Arkadelphia.

Cerrato is a 1961 graduate of Henderson who served the university
as professor of health, physical education and recreation and as
registrar. Even after retirement, Cerrato has continued to serve the
university as a member of the alumni board, chair of the Distin-
guished Alumni and ‘H’ Award committees. He and his wife Phyllis,
also a Henderson graduate, live in Arkadelphia.

Wasson attended Henderson where she met her husband, Virles
Wasson, a 1958 graduate of Henderson. She has several ties to the
university with a number of family members who graduated from
Henderson and a granddaughter who presently attends. She is an
avid Reddie fan who has earned a great reputation as a sports
enthusiast for Henderson. She and her husband reside in the
Manchester community near Arkadelphia.

Wright came to Henderson in 1966 as chair of the chemistry
department. He later served as dean of the School of Natural
Sciences and Mathematics and then as dean of the Ellis College of
Arts and Sciences until his retirement in 1998. During his 32 years
at Henderson, Wright worked for three presidents and built the
school’s chemistry program to one of the top programs in the state.
He and wife Mary Kay live in Benton.

Legacy Scholarships
attend Henderson.
The Legacy Scholar-
ship is partially funded
by the MBNA Credit
Card, an affinity
program which
provides everyone the
opportunity to
contribute to the
Legacy Scholarship.
Visit our website  or
call the office to learn
more about the
MBNA Credit Card.

Recipients of the 2005-2006 Legacy Scholarship
are: Jessica Piggee, daughter of Edgar Piggee
(’77) of Texarkana; Christopher Frazee, son of
Walter Frazee (’74, ’76) of Hot Springs; Phillip
Moore, son of Phillip R. Moore (’78) of
Mineola, Texas; Torrie Willis, daughter of
Donnie (’84) and Karen Willis (’90) of Forrest
City; Jessica Lynch, daughter of Lisa Lynch (’83)

of Kirby; Tember Kennedy, granddaughter of
Verdon Kennedy (’55) of Fordyce; Megan Myers,
daughter of Mark (’83) and Shirley Myers (’84) of
Jersey; Benjamin Hornbeck, son of Randy (’81)
and Emily Jo Hornbeck (’81) of Hot Springs;
Whitney Kelley, daughter of Brenda
Stephens Kelley (’79) of Texarkana; Daniel
Shelman, Jr., son of Deborah Shelman (’04) of
Malvern; and Christopher Rynders, son of Jack
(’75) and Joyce Rynders (’83) of Malvern.

Left to right: Torrie Willis; Jessica Lynch; Whitney Kelley; Phillip
Moore; Tember Kennedy; Jessica Piggee; Daniel Shelman, Jr.;
Christopher Rynders; and Megan Myers.

Photo: Millard Aud, Dr. Russell Cerrato, Barbara Hunter Wasson
and Dr. Joe Wright during pre-game ceremonies at the Saturday, Oct.
29 Homecoming game.
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Professor at the University of Puget Sound
(Wash.), assistant professor and lecturer at
California State University–Chico, and
instructor in the department of organization
and management at San Jose University.

Huo has a B.S. in electrical engineering from
National Taiwan University, an M.B.A. in
general management from National Chengchi
University and a Ph.D. in organizational
behavior and industrial relations from the Haas
School of Business at the University of
California – Berkley.

“We already have a valuable human resource in
our faculty and students,” Huo said of the
department. He said he does see potential for
development within the department, too. He
said he’d like to see further development of
studies regarding entrepreneurship, a natural
tie-in with the Small Business Development
Center office also on campus. “When students
graduate they can no longer expect a nice job
offer waiting for them. Today, there is a good
chance a student would have to start his or her
own business,” Huo said.

He would also like to offer more in the interna-
tional aspect of business. “Our faculty members are
already globalizing their instruction and have a
great knowledge base,” Huo said. He’d like to see
opportunities for students to study abroad or more
international guests brought in as lecturers, he
explained. Huo himself spent one and a half years
as a visiting scholar to the Department of Manage-
ment and Organizations at The Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology and a year as
a visiting scholar to the Department of Manage-
ment at The Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Huo would also like the School of Business to
reach out to students, the business community
and private sector employees “to create a tighter
connection, to serve them all better.” He said
advanced technology such as teleconferencing
combined with the traditional classroom setting
can help overcome the school’s geographic
setting in regards to businesses that might be
located out of the region.

Huo wants Henderson’s School of Business to be
a life-long learning center. “Our mission needs to
be extended beyond the traditional student to
include alumni and others who still want to
improve themselves and their skills,” he said.

Huo has received a number of honors and
awards. Among them are Marquis Who’s Who in
America (2005 edition), the Richard D. Irwin
Distinguished Paper award from the 1993

Southwest Academy of Management Confer-
ence, the AT&T Collegiate Investment
Challenge Top Performer Award (1992-93,
Educators Division), the Shell Instructional
Excellence Award (1991) and a foreign study
scholarship from the Republic of China
government in 1980.

He has also been active in the communities in
which he taught. His community activities have
included Rotary, United Way, and serving as an
international advisory council member of
American Cultural Exchange.

“We are very pleased to have a person of Dr.
Huo’s experience and background to lead our
national-accredited School of Business.  He is

both an accomplished scholar and a distin-
guished business school leader.  I very much look
forward to working with him as he leads our
School of Business to even greater success,”
Dunn said.

Huo and is wife Alice have three sons. George,
21, will graduate from M.I.T. this summer and
will continue there for another year upon
graduation to complete his masters degree.
Dennis, 17, is a high school senior, and Andrew,
12, is in seventh grade.

President Charles D. Dunn shares a laugh with Paul
Hankins at a reception honoring Hankins for his
service.
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Five new members recently joined the Hender-
son State University Alumni Board, some having
connections to Henderson dating back long
before they ever set foot on campus as a student.
They recall cherished friendships parents and
grandparents enjoyed with faculty and staff
Beasley, Walker, Reamey, Wasson and Harlow
bring a variety of life and career experiences with
them as well as a strong desire to serve the many
alumni of Henderson. We hope you will enjoy
getting to know them as they strive to serve you
and the “School with a Heart.”

Dr. Gordon Beasley was born, and graduated
high school in Hope. He received his B.S.E. in
1955 from Henderson. Beasley was active in
baseball, football, and was a member of Phi
Lambda Chi.

He served two years in the Infantry as captain
and was a member of the reserves for eight years.
Gordon received his masters from Texas A&M
and his doctorate from the University of
Arkansas. Beasley served as vice-president for
student affairs at Henderson, Stephen F. Austin,
the University of Arkansas, and as vice chancellor
at the University of Mississippi.

Beasley’s wife Betty is also a Henderson graduate.
They have two daughters, and four grandsons.
Two of their grandsons currently attend
Henderson. The Beasleys live in Conway.

Kesha Carey Walker was born and raised in
Old Washington and graduated from Saratoga
High School. After earning a bachelor of arts
degree in communication from Henderson in
1998, she began her career with Enterprise-
Rent-A-Car. Walker is currently the regional
recruiting supervisor.

Walker and her husband Eric are active members
of St. Mark Baptist Church in Little Rock. She is
involved in Female Rites of Passage youth
mentorship program, Arkansas Association of
Colleges and Employers, Southwest Association
of College and Employers, and Monster
Diversity Leadership Program. She is a member
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Kirk Reamey was born in Little Rock and moved
to Arkadelphia in the second grade where he
graduated from high school in 1963. Fellow board
member Bill Campbell was a new junior high
teacher when Reamey was in the ninth grade.

While at Henderson, Reamey was a member of
ROTC, Pershing Rifles, Sigma Phi Epsilon,
Reddie Ripples, a letterman on the swim team,
and a Reddie band member. Reamey fondly
remembers Wendy Evanson, Eugene Kuyper, and
John Ellis. “Dr. Peggy Doris came to Henderson

during my junior year and was a great addition
to an already strong biology department. Miss
Brinkley, Dr. Basford, and Dr. Clark were a great
group of instructors. Dr. “B.” (Delores
Brumfield) had a lasting impression on both my
wife (Conie Humphreys) and me. She intro-
duced us to each other almost 40 years ago,
resulting in three children and four grandchil-
dren. She was a wonderful role model and
mentor to me. Henderson prepared us for life
and put us in a position to compete on equal
footing with the graduates of the better known,
elite universities. It didn’t take long to realize that
we were as well educated, with as much academic
curiosity and intellectual foundation as anyone
else,” he said.

Reamey received his bachelor of science degree in
biology in 1968. Commissioned through the
ROTC program as a Second Lieutenant in the
US Army Medical Service Corps, Reamey served
in Vietnam as a medical platoon leader. He was
both a combat medic and a paratrooper before
retiring in 1998 as a colonel.

Reamey earned his masters degree in healthcare
administration from Baylor University. During
his military career he served as the chief executive
officer for the United States Army Community
Hospital in Seoul, Korea; Martin Army
Community Hospital in Ft. Benning, Ga.; and
Brooke Army Medical Center in Fort Sam
Houston, Texas. His final military position was
chief of staff of the Great Plains Regional
Medical Command at Fort Sam Houston.

Before accepting the position as CEO of
Ozark Health in Clinton, Reamey was the
administrator of Magnolia City Hospital.
Reamey is a diplomat of the American College
of Healthcare Executives, president of the
Arkansas Hospital Administrators Forum and
the delegate representing rural hospitals to the
American Hospital Association’s Region Seven
Policy Board. Reamey has served on the
Community Advisory Council for Albermarle
Corporation, and as a trustee for the First
United Methodist Church.

Sandra Coley Wasson was born and raised in El
Dorado where she graduated high school.

Sandra served as president of Heart and Key, a
member of Alpha Sigma Alpha, was involved
with student government, The Star, and was a
military sponsor. She received her B.S.E. in 1958
and her M.S.E. in 1975.

Wasson and her husband, Jimmy, class of 1957,
have two sons, Dave and Craig, who are also
Henderson graduates. Wasson retired from

teaching after 29 years, having taught in
Jonesboro, El Dorado, and Hot Springs. Since
retiring, golf has become her passion!

Jim Harlow was born and raised in Fordyce
where he graduated high school. A 1973
graduate of Henderson, Harlow served as
student body president, was a member of
Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity, Heart & Key,
and The Star staff. He received an assistantship
to attend graduate school at the University of
Arkansas doing his masters work in judicial/
public administration.

Harlow began his “globe-trotting” career with
Union Carbide Corporation (which later merged
with The Dow Chemical Company) as manager
of human resources /labor relations at facilities in
the U.S., Canada, Puerto Rico, Saudi Arabia,
and Malaysia.

In 1987, Harlow and wife, Nancy, took a “mid-
life/career” sabbatical, retreating to the moun-
tains of Colorado to own and operate a bed and
breakfast lodge in Crested Butte, Colo.

In 1991, Harlow returned to Dow to coordinate
human resource activities for its international
joint venture projects scheduled for Southeast
Asia. He retired in 2003 as director of human
resources while based in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, and relocated to Hot Springs Village.

The Harlows serve as Red Cross disaster relief
technicians and wish coordinators for the Make a
Wish Foundation in Arkansas.

Harlow has one son, Andy, who will graduate
from law school this May.

Meet the New Alumni Board Members

Tim Barnes, past-president, accepts
honorary plaque from Director of
Development Billy Tarpley at Homecoming
Ceremonies.
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When Marissa Washington walked in
Henderson’s December commencement
services, she wore a cap and gown, shook the
university president’s hand and had a photo
made, just like all the other graduates. But
Washington was different. She wasn’t really a
Henderson grad at all.

Washington was one of seven students from the
Gulf Coast region who registered at Henderson
after Hurricane Katrina blew through the area
on Aug. 29, 2005, devastating several college
campuses there for a long period of time.
Henderson joined other Arkansas state colleges
in offering free tuition to Arkansas students who
were enrolled in the affected universities and in-
state tuition to out-of-state students who wanted
to continue their studies despite the hurricane.

Washington was one of those students. She was
just a few classes short of graduation from
Dillard University in New Orleans, according to
Dr. Robert Houston, vice president for academic
affairs. She enrolled at Henderson as a business
administration-management major to wrap up
those final few classes. Houston said Henderson

“School with a Heart” includes Dillard Grad in
Commencement Ceremony

The Henderson theater department’s produc-
tion of “Hedda Gabler” received multiple
awards at the Arkansas/Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival held on the
Henderson and Ouachita University campuses.
Ten universities participated in the competition.

“Hedda Gabbler” took top honors at the festival,
the “Respondents Choice” award.  In addition,
Douglas Gilpin, professor of theatre, received an
award for his direction of the production.
Michael McGehee of Star City was recognized
for his excellence in scene design, as was W. Scott
Turner of Nashville for his graphic design of the
poster (shown at left). Terra Buschmann, a senior
from Batesville; Elizabeth Smith, a junior from
North Little Rock; and Donald Sturch, a senior
from Conway, received nominations to partici-
pate in the Irene Ryan Scholarship Acting
Auditions at the regional festival.

In addition to the usual festival activities,
Henderson and Ouachita students raised more
than $1,400 to be donated to college and
university theater programs in the region affected
by hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

Top Awards at the Arkansas
Kennedy Center American

College Theatre Festival

communicated closely with Dillard to insure
Washington had completed all the work required
by Dillard.  While she did walk in Henderson’s
graduation ceremony, she did not graduate from
the Arkansas university. “Dillard will confer the
degree in the spring. Henderson just recognized
she completed the degree,” Houston said. “I
think this points to Henderson’s willingness to
help in any way,” he added.

In addition to tuition waivers and discounts for
students whose college careers were wrecked by
the hurricanes, Henderson once again proved to
be  the “School with a Heart” through various
efforts. Campus organizations took donations
and held fundraisers for hurricane victims.
Students and faculty alike volunteered to work
with the local chapter of the American Red Cross
and the shelter set up for families who were able
to evacuate. The university arranged to open
several part time jobs to allow hurricane evacuees
in the area to work while trying to re-establish
their lives and also offered housing at Whisper-
ing Oaks among other donations of goods to the
local shelter.
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Henderson Athletic Director Sam Goodwin and
a committee of nine members selected nine
former Reddies to be inducted into the Reddie
Hall of Honor, Oct. 1, 2005.

The nine inductees were Larry Bray, Victor
Crews, Jim Golden, Doug Goodman, Lataria
Andrews-Hall, Scott Hanshaw, Elwood
Meadows, Lena Womack-Moore, and
Carroll Wood.

Bray, an All-American basketball player for the
Reddies, was a two-time All-Arkansas Intercol-
legiate Conference selection. Bray totaled 1,152
points and 512 rebounds during his career at
Henderson. Bray is now the head coach of West
Memphis High School where he has led the
team to numerous state championships.

Crews played both football and baseball during
the early 1980’s and was an All-AIC selection in
both sports.

Golden was a two-sport athlete at Henderson
State playing both football and baseball from
1957 to 1961. An All-AIC selection in both
sports, Golden had a career batting average of
.333 and had Henderson State’s second longest
kickoff return of 94 yards against Harding.

Goodman was one of Henderson State’s greatest
baseball players playing for the Reddies from
1989 to 1992. A first-team All-AIC pitcher in
1991 and 1992, Goodman recorded 22 wins
during his career at Henderson State. In 1992
Goodman finished with a school record 10 wins
while striking out 62 batters.

Goodman ranks second in career wins at
Henderson State, first in innings pitched
(288.2), first in strikeouts (229), third in
shutouts (9), first in complete games (28) and
fourth in saves (4).

Hanshaw was an All-American swimmer for the
Red Wave from 1989 to 1992 and was a five-
time NAIA National Champion. He led the
Red Wave to four consecutive conference

championships and a No. 3 NAIA national
ranking in 1991.

During his career at Henderson, Hanshaw
set three individual school records and four
relay records.

Andrews-Hall is one of the all-time great
volleyball players at Henderson State. A first
team NAIA All-American in 1992, Andrews-
Hall was a two-time All-NAIA District 17
selection and All-AIC pick. She was Henderson’s
first ever All-American in volleyball.

While at Henderson State, Andrews-Hall totaled
1,278 kills in two seasons and still holds the
record for career attack percentage with a .350
percentage. Andrews-Hall also ranks sixth in
career defensive digs at Henderson with 1,333
including a single-season record 859 in 1992.

During her two seasons at Henderson State, the
Lady Reddies had a record of 67-24 including a
48-12 record in 1992 and a NAIA National
Final Four appearance.

Womack-Moore played for the Lady Reddie
basketball team from 1989 to 1993. Womack-
Moore holds the Henderson State career scoring
record totaling 1,647 points and averaged 15.2
points per game during her four years at
Henderson State.

During her career she also totaled 274 assists
(2nd) and 231 steals (4th). An All-AIC selection
in 1990, Womack holds the single-season record
for assists with 127 during the 1990-91 season.

Meadows was one of the early pioneers of
Reddie athletics. A three-sport athlete from
1931 to 1935, Meadows played football,
basketball and baseball. The team captain in
football in 1932 and 1934, Meadows was a
two-time All-State pick in football, and a 1935
All-State selection in basketball.

Wood played basketball for the Reddies from
1945 to 1948 and was a three-time All-AIC
selection. In 1947, Wood was selected as the AIC
Most Outstanding Player.20
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Distinguished Alumni honorees Joe Sweatt and Mary Jo Mann arrived by limo to red carpet treatment for a luncheon held in their honor
on Friday, Dec. 16. They were greeted by previous Distinguished Alumni, family and friends as they arrived for the luncheon. Henderson
alums David and Laura Sanders of Malvern donated the use of the limousine for the occasion.

Joe Sweatt

Joseph Howard Sweatt was born October 17, 1920 in Hot Springs.  Sweatt attended Henderson State Teachers College and double
majored in history and economics.  He graduated in 1946 with plans to be either a lawyer, playwright, or director.  Instead, he decided to earn
his masters degree.

In 1950, he served in the U.S. Army as an active duty coordinator in Ft. Polk, La.  When finished with his military service, he went to
work in the public school system, but never lost his love for writing or directing.   In 1965, with a specialist degree in advanced study of
educational administration, he worked more in the administration field of education than in the classroom.  Sweatt served as administrator for
the Jenkins Children’s Center, the Jefferson Comp Care Center, assistant director to Family Practice Medicine, project administrator for Area
Health Systems Education Center, and president of the ARTA for the county and state level for three years.

Sweatt’s accomplishments include being the senior citizen and AARP representative for the Arkansas
Board of Architects, recipient of the 1993 Channel 4 Community Service Award, the 1999
nominee for the presidential award-Points of Light Foundation, and the
1999 Senior Arkansas Hall of Fame, recipient of the H Award in 1982,
and the 1999 nominee for the Daily Points of Light.

Sweatt is married to the former Lea Etta Seymour, 1946 Hender-
son graduate in elementary education.

Mary Jo Mann

Mann, daughter of Alvin and Eloise Phillips Stone, grew up
across the street from Henderson.  A third generation
Henderson graduate, it is no wonder she became a crucial
element in the history of the university.  Mann graduated in
1962 with a double major in speech and English.

After graduation, she spent the next 11 years moving
with her husband, who was in the Navy.  During this time
she taught in the public school systems in Fayetteville,
North Little Rock, and Little Rock, before moving back to
Arkadelphia. From 1978-1984 she worked as the editor of the
Southern Standard newspaper. This experience prepared her to
become the director of public affairs at Henderson.  Her love of
Henderson, knowledge of its traditions, and its close connection
with her own family’s history, made her the ideal choice for the
position of alumni director for Henderson, which she served in
until 1998.

Mann was the first female to serve as the president of
Arkadelphia’s Chamber of Commerce.  Presently she serves on the
boards of Elk Horn Bank and Group Living, and is the president of
the Arkadelphia Little Theatre.  She has been the advisor for the
Alpha Sigma Tau Sorority and Heart and Key.  Known as the “Pine
Tree Lady,” she has delivered the pine tree speech about the
traditions of Henderson to every freshman class since 1988. She
was the 1999 “H” award recipient. She has served as an officer and
member of numerous civic and church organizations in the
Arkadelphia area.

The mother of three children, Mann is now the “Grammy”
of eight.
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fiction adventure series Chosen Generation;
Millennium Mission One. The second book
of the series should be released in the
summer of 2006.

2000’s
Marisa Martin (B.A. ’00), of Austin, Texas,
is the new associate director of the Scott &
White Center for Healthcare Policy in
Austin, Texas.
Jonathan Gardner (B.A. ’01 & B.S. ’02),
of Knoxville, Tenn., graduated in December
2005 with a masters degree in computer
science from the University of Tennessee. He
recently accepted a position as a software
engineer at Cisco Systems in Knoxville,
Tenn. His wife, Sara Mattingly Gardner
(B.A. ’02), is employed in the department
of social work at the University of Tennessee.
Felice Story (B.S.N. ’01), of Malvern, was a
December 2005 graduate from University of
Arkansas for Medical Sciences with a master
of nursing science degree and a women’s
health nurse practitioner specialty.
Machelle Crayton (B.S.E. ’02), of
Texarkana, graduated from the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock in the summer of
2005 with her M.A. in counseling.
Lloyd Jackson (B.S. ’02), of Hot Springs,
formerly the director of alumni services at
Henderson, is currently teaching at Hot
Springs High School.
Joi Straight Leonard (B.A. ’02), of Little
Rock, was recently named editor-in-chief of
the Arkansas Law Review.
Brad Wallace (M.S. ’04), of Arkadelphia,
was selected in the 2005 Central League/
CanAm League tryout camp draft by El
Paso.
Tobin Fulmer (B.S. ’05), of Hot Springs, is
working as a technician 1 for the Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission State Black
Bass Biologist at Andrew Hulsey Fish
Hatchery in Hot Springs.
Amber Millwee (M.L.A. ’05), of
Arkadelphia, was named the student
activites director at Lyon College. She is also
an advocate of the APPLE (Accelerated
Program of Personalized Learning and
Enrichment) Project.

Weddings
Pamela Puryear (’90) and John Plummer,
May 13, 2005.
Timothy Shavers (’92) and Tressa
Bankhead, September 3, 2005.
Kris Barton (’96) and Lindsey Efird (’02),
April 9, 2005.
Lee J. Campbell (’00) and Tessa Marie
Moore (’05), July 20, 2005.
Allen Wells (’04) and Breanna Good (’05),
August 5, 2005.

Births
Sheila Denise Utsey Griffith (’88) and
Michael Griffith, twins, Michaela Annise
Griffith and Michal Le’Roy Griffith, May
16, 2005.
Deandra Crisp Washburn (’90) and Terry
(Ted) Washburn Jr., a son, Wiley Wren
Washburn, February 15, 2005.
Holly McSwain Little (’93) and Greg
Little, a daughter, Olivia Russell Little, June
4, 2005.
Jones Ard (’94) and Karen Ard (’95), a
son, Connor Joe Ard, May 15, 2005.
Shara Fowler Baker (’94) and Brady Baker
(’96), twins, Matthew Brady Baker Jr. and
Belle Anne Baker, July 12, 2005.
Todd Holmes (’94) and Jill Holmes, a son,
Ryan Allen Holmes, June 23, 2005.
Jan Edwards Peoples (’94) and Brenton
Peoples, a son, John Stephen Peoples,
October 7, 2004.
Kathy Dickey Boulet (’95) and Robert
Boulet, a son, Jordan Owen Boulet, March
1, 2005.
Carrie Markel Felice (’95) and Joe Felice, a
son, Derek James Felice, November 1, 2005.
Tony Fuhrman (’95) and Traci Fuhrman, a
son, Garrett Anthony Fuhrman, June 10,
2005.
Rebekah Ferguson Wright (’95) and Jim
Wright (’97), a son, Jacob Wright, August
15, 2005.
Mari Knight Hanson (’97) and Clint
Hanson, a son, Miller Cole Hanson,
February 12, 2005.
Cris McGough (’97) and Nicole Allard
McGough (’01), a daughter, Caitlyn Emery,
August 2, 2005.
Joel Stanton (’97) and Lindsey Stanton, a
son, Conner Stanton, March 8, 2005.
Bradley Wilkins (’97) and Michelle
Wilkins, a son, Brennan Wilkins, March 7,
2005.
Teresa Smith Booker (’98) and David
Booker, a son, Cannon Wilson Booker,
September 10, 2005.
Roosevelt Simmons (’98) and Shannon
Lawrence Simmons (’98), a son, Reese
Samuel Simmons, November, 20, 2004.
Terra Smith Nutt (’99) and Brady Nutt, a
son, Payne Andrew Nutt, April 5, 2005.
Kevin Rhodes (’99) and Robin Fountain
Rhodes (’00), a daughter, Kari Madison
Rhodes, August 20, 2004.
Julie Ann White Brewer (’00) and Jeromy
Brewer, a daughter, Jolie Anna Belle Brewer,
July 20, 2005.
Becky Drennan Hedges (’00) and Danny
Hedges, a son, Peyton Daniel Hedges,
October 25, 2005.
Nathan Holland (’00) and Julie Ford
Holland (’00), a daughter, Emma Holland,
January 20, 2005.

Jeff Johnson (’00) and Jennifer Johnson, a
daughter, Kaitlyn DeAnn Johnson, July 22,
2005.
Sarah Raines Lee (’00) and Noah Lee, a
daughter, Abigail Faith Lee, June 24, 2005.
Melinda Padgett Avguchenko (’01) and
Anton Avguchenko (’02), a son, Roman
Avguchenko, September 9, 2005.

Anniversaries
Pat Cox Ross (’56) and General Jim Ross
(’58) celebrated 50 years of marriage in
December 2005 with a family cruise to
Hawaii..
Marilyn Nash (’57) and Tom Nash (’57)
celebrated 50 years of marriage on February
25, 2006.
David Ferguson (’58) and his wife Fran
celebrated 50 years of marriage, August 10,
2005.
Roy Williams (’58) and his wife Reta
celebrated 50 years of marriage on
September 16, 2005.
Mr. and Mrs. Otis Thornton (’61)
celebrated 50 years of marriage on October
22, 2005.
Jacqueline Downs (’73) and her husband
Bobby celebrated 50 years of marriage on
October 15, 2005.

Obituaries
1930’s

Elsie Mae Nichols Cox (’39) 99, of
Camden - December 1, 2005.
Julia Mae Rutledge Davis (’39) 88, of
Mountain View - September 19, 2005.
Bennie Gene Bledsoe (’39, ’60) 87, of
Arkadelphia - October 25, 2005.

1940’s
Joel House (’40) 89, of Ferriday, La. -
December 8, 2005.
Naomi Reese Goodner (’41) 85, of
Farmington - January 27, 2006.
Lady Grace May Wilson (’41) 85, of
Lewisville - December 11, 2005.
Roderick Powers (’48) 81, of Sun City,
Ariz. - July 30, 2005.
Eva Masoner Brown (’49) 85, of Waterloo,
N.Y. - November 17, 2005.

1950’s
Virginia Fletcher Burke (’50) 82, of
Augusta - January 19, 2006.
Terence W.  Daniel (’50) 84, of Louann -
January 9, 2006.
Irene Pace Pauley (’51) 95, of Ashdown -
January 24, 2006.
Bernice Daniel Hammonds (’52) 74, of
Chagrin Falls, Ohio - March 19, 2005.
Billy Rogers (’52) 80, of Monticello -
December 10, 2005.
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Let us hear from you.
Please send your Alumni Updates, and personal and pro-

fessional news for Alum Notes. Photos are welcome and

may be used in the Reddie Report, on the alumni website,

or in the Red-e-news.

Name ________________________________________

Name while a student ___________________________

Major________________________________________

Class Year _____________________________________

Street ________________________________________

Address 2 _____________________________________

City _________________________________________

State/Zip _____________________________________

Phone number _________________________________

E-mail address _________________________________

News ________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

You may e-mail your information to alumni@hsu.edu.
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Lillie Corene Horne (’53) 83, of Little
Rock - November 21, 2005.
Thais Erwin McLelland (’53) 95, of
Prescott - September 4, 2005.
Sherman Yates (’53) 80, of Bismarck -
October 26, 2005.
Robena Janette Walker McDonald (’54)
91, of Cove - February 4, 2006.
Ruth “Jean” Bollinger Gibson (’55) 73, of
Shreveport, La. - August 18, 2005.
Marvin “Pete” Austin (’56) 93, of Umpire
- December 30, 2005.
Alma Bailey (’56) 97, of Malvern - August
20, 2005.
Gail Clark (’56) 67, of Ruston, La. -
December 6, 2005.
Robert “Bob” Hope (’56) 70, of Little
Rock - December 30, 2005.
Dorothy Berry (’57) 70, of Pomona, Calif.
- February 9, 2006.
Hope Riner Bethea (’57) 87, of Fort
Worth, Texas - September 18, 2005.
Glynet Breitenberg (’57) 70, of Hot
Springs National Park - November 19,
2005.
Barbara Jean Folsom James (’57) 74, of
Southaven, Miss. - May 20, 2005.
Norman Smith (’57) 72, of Yellville - July
19, 2005.
Verlon Bailey (’59) 76, of Malvern -
February 2, 2006.
John Shelby Duncan (’59) 67, of Bismarck
- April 11, 2005.
James Jones (’59) 68, of Arkadelphia -
October 9, 2005.
Doyle Wilson (’59) 70, of Ada, Okla. -
August 4, 2005.

1960’s
Bobbie Sue Beard Bradford (’61) 66, of
Hot Springs - January 19, 2006.
James Neal (’62) 67, of Little Rock -
September 7, 2005.
Neva Blevins Byrd (’64) 84, of Nashville -
January 6, 2005.
Roger Phillips (’66) 62, of Hot Springs -
January 16, 2006.
Beverly Blevins Stahler (’66) 61, of
Maumelle - September 16, 2005.
Zela Roberson Taylor (’66) 93, of Gurdon
- November 17, 2005.
Peggy Jean Kendrick Pickens (’67) 63, of
Pickens - July 27, 2005.

1970’s
Edward Talley (’70) 60, of Little Rock -
January 8, 2006.
Kathryn Whitmore Marino (’71) 71, of
Camden - December 10, 2005.
Harry Culpepper (’72) 59, of Sheridan -
January 3, 2006.
Virginia Lightsey (’72) 57, of Pine Bluff -
December 11, 2005.

Robert McKinney (’73) 63, of Payette,
Idaho - November 21, 2005.
Richard Wayne Echols (’74) 58, of
Arkadelphia - January 27, 2006.
Ervin Turner (’74) 59, of Pine Bluff -
September 1, 2005.
Anita Vaughan Collie (’75) 76, of Malvern
- December 27, 2005.
Sherry Sanders Reynolds (’75) 51, of
Spencer, Ind. - July 5, 2005.
Denton Johnson (’76) 80, of Benton - July
4, 2005.
William “Bill” Meeks (’77) 49, of
Hamburg - September 19, 2005.
Ronald Hunter (’78) 51, of Conway -
October 12, 2005.

1980’s
Randall Yeargan (’89) 39, of Hot Springs -
November 9, 2005.

1990’s
Martha Stewart Mansfield (’92, ’95) 63, of
Hot Springs - August 10, 2005.
Wayne Garrett (’99) 64, of North Little
Rock - June 8, 2005.

2000’s
Hansen Kara (’04) 22, of Fordyce - July 1,
2005.
Christen Evan Garret (attended ’05 ) 18,
of Little Rock - January 1, 2006.
Rachel McKenzie Lee (unknown) 71, of
Marianna - September 13, 2005.
Stephanie Kay Roberts (attended ’03 –
’05) 20, of Pine Bluff - November 14, 2005.

Faculty & Staff
John B.  Howard (retired staff ) 75, of
Arkadelphia - January 8, 2006.
Edwin “Shorty” Lee (retired staff ) 85, of
Arkadelphia - September 28, 2005.
Robert “Bro. Bob” Trieschmann, Sr.
(retired staff ) 80, of Arkadelphia - January
8, 2006.

Former Students
William Sturgis (attended ’31–’32) 92, of
Texarkana, Texas - July 18, 2005.
Evelyn Lou Rutledge Smelser (attended
’37 –’39) 86, of North Little Rock -
February 2, 2006.
Joe “Dub” Newman (attended ‘40 –‘43)
83, of Hot Springs - January 11, 2006.
George Roebbeke (attended ’41 –’43) 81,
of Stuttgart - September 27, 2005.
Polly Ann Baker Pride (attended ’51 –’53)
71, of Little Rock - January 26, 2006.
James Trout (attended ’56 –’59) 67, of
Gurdon - July 4, 2005.

Former Trustee
Ray Martin 85, of Rison - August 21, 2005.

Young Alumni Achievement Award
In an effort to recognize successful alumni in the early

years of their lives and careers, The Henderson State

University Alumni Board is pleased to announce The

Young Alumni Achievement Award .  The award will be

presented during Homecoming ceremonies at Carpenter-

Haygood Stadium, Nov., 4, 2006. Nomination forms

can be downloaded from the website.

Criteria:

Alumni must be age 35 or younger on the nomination

deadline.

Nominee must exhibit outstanding early achievement

and/or service to the community.

All information for nominations must be received no later

than Wednesday, June 14, 2006.
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Sarah Ann “Sally” Carder (B.S.E., Phys. Ed., ’74; M.S.E., Counselor Ed., ’78)

As president of National Park Community College in Hot Springs, Sally Carder is striving not
only for excellence, but also to funnel students to Henderson. In a recent speech to the
Oaklawn Rotary Club in Hot Springs, Carder said that NPCC has an enrollment of slightly
more than 3,000 students, and serves as a “feeder school for Henderson State University,
transferring about 150 students each year.”

Thanks to her close connection to Henderson, NPCC actively promotes Henderson’s recruiting
services on the Hot Springs campus, which is indicative of a trend among two-year institutions in the
area. Henderson is experiencing an increase in the number of transfer students who attend two-year
institutions such as NPCC, then transfer to Henderson to complete their four-year degrees. NPCC is
one of the major contributors of transfer students to Henderson.

Under Carder’s leadership, NPCC is continuing to expand. In some cases, classes are forced to meet in
the boardroom. “It’s a great problem to have, I can assure you,” she told the Hot Springs Sentinel-
Record. “We’re all there with one common goal, and that is to help an individual have a productive
life and one that would be contributive to all of us. That’s what we do – we change lives.”

Lawrence Hamilton (B.M., Vocal Music, ’76)

Hamilton is known to millions of Broadway fans for his singing and dancing roles in
“Ragtime,” “Jelly’s Last Jam,” “The Wiz,” “Blues in the Night,” and the off-Broadway
production “The Hot Mikado” for which he received the Helen Hayes Award nomination.
He has arranged for music artists such as The New Kids on the Block and Marky Mark,
and served as the musical director for opera diva Jessye Norman. He has performed with
the legendary Lena Horne, and has performed at the White House for President and Mrs.
Ronald Reagan, as well as at the Vatican for Pope John Paul II.

His directorial debut occurred at the Arkansas Repertory Theater in 2006 with the produc-
tion of “Crowns,” a joyous celebration of black women and their hats. Hamilton, a native of
Foreman, told the Arkansas Times that the characters in “Crowns” reminded him of
attending church as a child.

As a Henderson supporter, Hamilton donated his time and talents in 2001 for “A Broadway
Evening with Lawrence Hamilton,” to raise funds for the Oscar Hamilton and Eugene
Kuyper music scholarships. He was the recipient of a Henderson Distinguished Alumni
award in 2000.

Hamilton is presently the director of choral activities at Philander Smith College in Little
Rock.

Richard “Dick” Jacobs (B.S., Biology, ’73)

Dick Jacobs is a busy man.

The subject of a “High Profile” article in the Sunday Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Jacobs has proven
himself to be a real mover and shaker in the medical world, but he still maintains close ties to
Henderson. Jacobs is the president of the Arkansas Children’s Hospital Research Institute in Little
Rock where he has overseen the construction of a new facility that will provide the institute with
55,000 feet of research and administration area along with $6 million in new equipment.

Jacobs has offered his expertise in pediatric infectious diseases to Asian countries as part of a
special program sponsored by the World Health Organization. He served on an infectious disease
committee of the American Academy of Pediatrics for 16 years, and received the distinguished
service award from the national Pediatric Infectious Disease Society after serving as the
organization’s president. Jacobs presented the keynote address to the plenary session of the World
Society for Pediatric Disease at the organization’s fourth world congress in Warsaw, Poland last
year.

Jacobs was the recipient of Henderson’s Distinguished Alumni award in 2003 and recently
agreed to serve as the subject of a Henderson television image campaign advertisement.
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