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From the President’s Pen

Dear Reddie Alumni:

It is a pleasure to welcome you to another edition of the Reddie Report—our periodic effort to
inform you about your alma mater and some of the activities occurring on our beautiful campus.  This
edition is especially significant in that it marks an ending and a beginning.  Susan Wesson, who has
served so ably as Director of Alumni Services for the last two years, has resigned to pursue her Ph.D. at
the University of Memphis.  She is succeeded by Lloyd Jackson, a Henderson alumnus who served two
terms as president of the student body and has worked since graduation for the university in Student
Services/Residence Life.  We wish Susan well and cannot wait until we can employ her as a professor.
We are excited about Lloyd’s leadership and think you will very much appreciate his enthusiasm and
love of the university.

The cover story of this particular Reddie Report is women’s athletics at Henderson.  You probably
know that Henderson competes in NCAA Division II as part of the western division of the Gulf South
Conference, the nation’s largest Division II conference.  You also probably know that our teams are
very competitive in that extremely strong conference. Henderson’s record of GSC championship
competition in both men’s and women’s athletics is growing.  With that growth comes recognition and
respect from across the country.  It is very heartening for our kids to have the chance to represent
Henderson in GSC and NCAA tournaments in diverse places across the nation.

On the other hand, you may not know that Henderson athletes are among our very best students.
The average athlete has a higher grade point average than the average student.  Further, they are much
more likely to persist to graduation than the average student.  Henderson athletes, like the rest of the
student body, pursue majors in diverse fields.  I am pleased to tell you that these young men and
women represent their university well.

I hope you will enjoy this edition of the Reddie Report.  Further, I hope you will find time to visit
your alma mater sometime during the coming year.  There is so much going on here … you will
probably wish to be a student here again.

Sincerely,

Charles D. Dunn
President
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Distinguished Alumni

Dr. John W. Measel Jr., director of the Arkansas School for
Mathematics and Science at Hot Springs, and John R. Wood,
chairman of the board of John R. Wood Inc. Realtors,  were
honored as Distinguished Alumni for the spring semester and
addressed graduates of the Class of 2004 at Henderson State
University.

The newest class of noted alumni inducted into
Henderson Academy was honored in April with a
return to the site of the first Founders Day event–the
auditorium of historic Arkansas Hall.
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Experiencing one of their most historic years,
the Lady Reddie athletic teams were in the
spotlight for the entire year.
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Letter from the Director

Dear Reddie Alumni and Friends,

There is a new face in the alumni office, and that is your new Director of Alumni Services: me.
There may have been a change in personnel in your alumni office, but the Spirit of serving our
many alumni is left unchanged.  I hope to continue the work of my predecessor Susan Wesson-
Myers while continuing to improve on connecting our alumni—you—to our Alma Mater.

One thing that drew me to this very unique opportunity was the idea of working for and
meeting a group of people with whom I share a common link—Henderson State University.  Each
of us has had some great moments with “The School with A Heart,” and I hope that you will
continue to foster and share these with our school even as graduates.

I graduated from Henderson in the fall of 2002 with a bachelors of science in mathematics; I
am currently enrolled in the Educational Leadership graduate program of Teachers College,
Henderson.  My experiences at Henderson have been wonderful, and I look forward to adding to
those great experiences as I serve in this capacity.

It is my hope that each of you will come and experience Homecoming 2004.  We are beginning
to wrap up the planning process for this annual event, and I encourage you all to come Home to
Henderson.

As always, we want to hear from you.  Please share your exciting news with us so that we may
share it with your Henderson Family.

With REDDIE Pride,

Lloyd D. Jackson (’02)

August 23, 7 p.m.
Pine Tree Speech
Arkansas Hall Auditorium

August 30,  7:30 p.m.
Music Recital “Gershwin by George!”
RFA Hardwood Recital Hall

September  9, 12 & 16
Planetarium Show “Magellan: Report from Venus”

October 9
Hall of Honor

October 7, 8, 9, 14, 15 & 17
HSU Theatre- “Proof ” by David Auburn
Arkansas Hall Studio Theatre

October 14, 17 & 21
Planetarium Show “Moon Witch”

October 11-16
Homecoming Activities

October 21, 22, 23, 25 & 27
HSU Theatre- “Simon Says Shoot” by Justin Turner
Arkansas Hall Auditorium

Oct. 26-30
Ark. American College Theatre Festival
Arkansas Hall

November 4-8
Lady Reddie Basketball at Disney
Division II Tip Off Classic

November 11, 14 & 18
Planetarium Show “Ring World”

November 11-15
Reddie Basketball at Disney
Division II Tip Off Classic

December 2-4
Madrigal Feaste

December 9, 12 & 16
Planetarium Show “Tis the Season”

December 17
Commencement
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DISTINGUISHED
                 ALUMNIDr. John W. Measel Jr., director of the Arkansas School

for Mathematics and Science at Hot Springs, and John R.
Wood, chairman of the board of John R. Wood Inc.
Realtors,  were honored as Distinguished Alumni for the
spring semester and addressed graduates of the Class of 2004
at Henderson State University.

John W. Measel Jr. received a bachelor of arts degree in
chemistry and biology from Henderson State College in
1963. He received a master’s degree in biology and chemis-
try in 1964 from East Texas State University at Commerce
and a Ph.D. in microbiology and biochemistry from the
University of Oklahoma at Norman in 1970. He did
postdoctoral work at the College of Veterinary Medicine at
Purdue University at West Lafayette, Ind. He is a diplomat
of the American Board of Medical Laboratory Immunology
and the American Academy of Microbiology and Immunol-
ogy and a specialist with the Microbiology and Public
Health National Registry of Microbiologists, American
Academy of Microbiology. He has served as director of the
Arkansas School for Mathematics and Science at Hot
Springs since 2000, where he is in charge of a 300-student
school with an annual budget of $6.5 million. He also serves
as a consultant to several hospitals in the field of clinical
immunology. Previously he was director of the School of
Biological Sciences at Louisiana Tech University at Ruston
and held academic and research positions in Texas, Missouri,
Illinois, Louisiana, and Kentucky. He is a member of the
Clinical Flow Society and the American Society of Histo-
compatibility and Immunogenetics.

John R. Wood is chairman of the board of John R.
Wood Inc. Realtors, a company with a staff of approximately
250 agents and employees specializing in luxury residential
property in southwest Florida. He received a bachelor’s
degree in economics in 1951 from Henderson State Teachers
College and earned a law degree in 1954 from the University
of Arkansas. He practiced law in Arkansas from 1954 to
1957 and then began his career in real estate. He founded
John R. Wood Inc. Realtors in 1958. He served with the
U.S. Navy for two years and was a captain in the Air Force
Reserves for 14 years with active and reserve service. He
served as president of the National Association of Realtors in
1981 and president of the Florida Association of Realtors in
1971. He is an honorary life member of the Naples Board of
Realtors and the Florida Association of Realtors. He has
been an official with the advisory board of the Federal
National Mortgage Association (Fannie Mae) and the
Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation (Freddie Mac)
and the National Association of Real Estate Licensed Law
Officials, as well as the Florida Real Estate Commission and
the Naples Zoning Board of Appeals. He is also a board
member and president of the Junior Deputies of Collier
County and a member of the Collier County Sheriff ’s
Citizens Commission.

Former Distinguished Alumni joined Measel and Wood
at a dinner in the banquet hall of the Garrison Activity and
Conference Center on May 7.

Dr. John W. Measel Jr. and John R. Wood were honored at May
graduation. Several Distinguished Alumni attended the spring banquet.
(front row, from left inset photo) Dr. Roy Scoggins (’45), Dub Arnold
(’57), Dr. Tom Ed Townsend (’46), Mary Jo McCorkle (’38), Gary Arnold
(’70), John Wood (’51); (back row, from left) Jim Tom Caplinger (’40),
Dr. Richard Jacobs (’73), Judge Robert Hope (’56), Ross Whipple (’73),
Dr. Joe Clark (’51), Dr. Don Roberts (’58, ’63), Dr. Rodney Tillman
(’43), Dr. John Measel (’63) and President Charles Dunn.
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When Michael Ryan Jones of Fordyce
received his diploma and master’s degree in
counseling in May, he became the 1,000th person
to graduate from the program at Henderson
State University.

Judging from the demands for certified and
licensed counselors in Arkansas, there will be a
steady line of candidates following him through
the two-and-a-half-year program, according to
Dr. Blair Olson, professor and chairman of the
counselor education program.

“The reason our program is growing is
because the jobs are growing,” Olson said
recently. “We’re seeing increased chances to
bring people in for counseling and to get some
help before a problem becomes serious.”

The counselor education program at toward

Need for Counselors Keeps Henderson Program Growing
training, record-keeping and those elements of
professional counseling that people outside the
field don’t know about.

“There’s so much paperwork and charting
and diagnostic work involved in counseling,” he
noted. Students must learn to make a diagnosis,
devise a treatment plan, set goals for that
treatment plan and make sure that all interven-
tions they perform on behalf of a client address
at least one of the goals, he said.

The CACREP standards, which Henderson
has been following for the past 10 years, help the
students learn how to perform those tasks.
When Henderson gains the CACREP accredita-
tion, it will be only the third university in
Arkansas (joining the University of Arkansas at
Fayetteville and Arkansas State University at
Jonesboro) to hold the distinction.

Additionally, the State of Arkansas now
requires 60 semester hours to be licensed, where
Henderson has required only 48, Olson said.
Henderson has increased the internship hours
required to 600, to keep pace with professional
requirements.

Once the students have completed their
year-long internship they are ready to see
patients, Olson said, though they continue to

be supervised by a cooperating counselor. “We
don’t put them into the field until they’re
ready,” he noted.

And the new counselors are paid well for
their services, Olson said. A starting salary of
$40,000 a year is common, he said, with those
who choose to serve in the state’s impoverished
Delta region commanding as much as $60,000
for a first job.

Henderson graduates also are charting new
territory. “They’ve gone into places where there
have never been counselors before,” Olson said.

For example, Amy Faulkner, who is a
counselor in the Saratoga School District in
Howard County, decided to try an evening of
parent counseling to increase their involvement
in their children’s education. The effort was
highly successful. Those parents who missed the
first session were inquiring when another would
be held. The district bought the supplies that
Faulkner needed, and a new service came into
being.

Whether in an agency setting or serving in
school districts, graduates of Henderson’s
counselor education program are making their
marks in the field.

“I want to tell you how proud I am of our
counselors,” Olson said. “They’re making a
difference. They’re well-respected and conscien-
tious.”

Graduate Michael Ryan Jones (left)
stands with Dr. Blair Olson after
2004 commencement ceremonies at
Carpenter-Haygood Stadium.
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Dunn to Join Panel that
Selects Arkansas Rhodes
Scholars

Henderson President Dr. Charles Dunn
is joining the panel that selects Arkansas
candidates for the prestigious Rhodes
Scholarship program. And he has his own
daughter, Mary, to thank for the honor.

Dunn, his daughter, and his wife, Dr.
Jane Dunn, were returning to Arkansas from
a tournament trip and had to change planes
in Atlanta. During the wait for the flight,
they were upgraded to first-class, and Mary,
who recently graduated from Arkadelphia
High School, found herself seated next to a
dark-complected man who wore a white
turban. The two soon were involved in a
game of trivia on the television screen. Mary
defeated the man handily.

The man turned to Dunn, seated across
the aisle from him, and complimented him
“on my very smart daughter,” Dunn said
recently. The two introduced themselves.

Mary Dunn’s trivia partner turned out to
be Dr. Kanwaljeet Singh Anand, a member of
the faculty at the University of Arkansas for
Medical Sciences, a physician at Arkansas
Children’s Hospital – and the secretary of the
Arkansas State Committee of Selection for
the Rhodes Trust.

“He was impressed with my daughter,”
Dunn said, “and we visited a little during the
flight. Then he called me about a month ago
and asked me to serve on the state commit-
tee. I accepted with pleasure.”

The Rhodes Scholarships, the oldest
international fellowships, were initiated after
the death of Cecil Rhodes in 1902, and bring
outstanding students from many countries
around the world to the University of
Oxford. The first American Scholars were
elected in 1904.

American Rhodes Scholars are selected
through a decentralized process by which
regional selection committees choose 32
Scholars each year from among those
nominated by selection committees in each of
the 50 states. Through December 2000,
applicants from more than 300 American
colleges and universities had been selected as
Rhodes Scholars. In most years, a Rhodes
Scholar is selected from an institution which
has not formerly supplied a successful
applicant.

Dr. Wes Branstine conducted his final brass band concert of his tenure at Henderson State University
on April 13 in Harwood Recital Hall of the Russell Fine Arts Building. Branstine retired after 31 years at
Henderson and was inducted into the Henderson Music Tradition on April 14. A native of Broken Bow,
Okla., Branstine holds a bachelor’s degree from Henderson State University and masters and doctoral
degrees from North Texas State University at Denton. An outstanding soloist, brass clinician, and band
clinician, he has had a successful career teaching in junior high, senior high, and college. He received the
2002 Judge’s Special Recognition Award at the Arkansas Governor’s Arts Award.

Branstine Takes Final Bow at Brass Concert

Activity Fee Increase Part of Plan to
Boost Student Retention

Student activity fees have increased at
Henderson, but more bang for the buck is only
part of what the Student Activities Board has in
mind. By providing more activities for the
Reddies, the board hopes to increase the
numbers that the university retains.

The changes in how the board schedules
activities began in fall 2003, when Assistant
Dean of Students Chad Fielding bought a 20-by-
40-foot inflatable movie screen and initiated the
Friday night Movies on the Quad. The events are
free and open to the public, providing an
entertainment source for the residents of
Arkadelphia, which has no movie theater.

This semester’s schedule includes “Van
Helsing” on Aug. 22; “Troy” on Aug. 27; “Harry
Potter” on Sept. 3; “Shrek 2” on Sept. 17;
“White Chicks” on Oct. 1; “Spiderman 2” on
Oct. 8; “Anchorman” on Oct. 15; “King Arthur”
on Oct. 22; “The Terminal” on Oct. 29; “The
Village” on Nov. 5; and “The Bourne Su-
premacy” on Nov. 12. Three open dates will still
be filled, and the movie times will depend upon
when darkness falls. The movies are repeated in a
matinee at 3 p.m. on Sundays in the lecture hall
of the Garrison Activity and Conference Center.

This year’s Welcome Week activities also

were thrown open to the public, inviting residents to
such concert venues as Saliva on Aug. 23 on the
Quad. Fielding and the activities board also are
working for long-range plans to provide more
concerts for the students, both on campus and
possibly at the new Summit Arena in Hot Springs.

The activities board also has been responsible for
the wildly popular “Henderson Idol” parody of the
Fox reality series.

President Charles Dunn recently reported to the
board of trustees that last year’s student activities and
intramural events had an attendance of 20,092.
“That’s a pretty remarkable turnout when you’re
talking about a campus of approximately 3,500
students,” Fielding said.

Today’s activities board recognizes that having
good times as a Henderson Reddie will help students
make the decision to continue with degree plans.
That, in turn, can help make the university stronger
financially and increase the opportunities both
academically and socially.

“It’s something that the board wants to do,”
Fielding said, “to provide more activities that the
students want to participate in. It will help strengthen
student retention, but it’s also a chance for us to reach
out to the community and give them some entertain-
ment, too.”
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Lt. Col. Logan D. Moore, who was charged with
reestablishing the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
(ROTC) program at Henderson State University and
Ouachita Baptist University, was honored with a
retirement ceremony at the Barkman House on the
Henderson campus on March 18.

A number of Henderson faculty and staff
members joined ROTC officers and cadets and
Brig. Gen. Larry Haltom, commander of the
Arkansas National Guard, in honoring Moore, who
served for 21 years.

A native of Fayetteville, Moore graduated from
Russellville High School and received a bachelor of

science degree in agricultural business from Arkansas
Tech University in Russellville in 1983. He was
commissioned as a second lieutenant upon graduation
from Arkansas Tech’s ROTC program in 1983 and
went on to pursue an Army career that saw him posted
to commands in the United States and Europe.

He returned to Arkansas in January 2001 to
reestablish the joint ROTC program in Arkadelphia.
Both Henderson and Ouachita had ROTC programs
in the past. According to Vice President for Academic
Affairs Robert Houston, Henderson’s original
program was dropped in the late 1980s due to
government cutbacks and a lack of interest.  “We did
not want to give it up, since it had such a long history
at Henderson,” Houston said.  “It wasn’t many years

Moore Retires from Guard;
Reestablished ROTC Program at
Henderson

ago that all freshman males were required to be
in ROTC.”

ROTC is a four-year, 18-hour program.
Utilizing Henderson’s facilities, the Army
provides instructors.  The first stage of the
program involves classes in map and compass
reading, basic military history, rappelling,
backpacking and various other activities. In
advanced ROTC courses, students learn about
tactics, leadership and maneuvers. They study
the different branches of the military, as well as
participate in ROTC summer camps with cadets
from all over the United States.

Since the reinstatement of the program, four
Henderson cadets have been commissioned as
second lieutenants in the Army.

Jason Whitworth is on active duty special
work with the Army National Guard with the
program at Henderson, awaiting his officer basic
duty date. Sharetta Glover is also awaiting her
officer basic duty date. Javan Barker is attending
his officer basic course in Virginia and will soon
be stationed in Germany. Corey Cooks is
attending officer basic in South Carolina and
will be stationed at Fort Hood, Texas.

Maj. Clark Easter took over the joint ROTC
program. Easter is a native of Arkadelphia and a
graduate of Arkadelphia High School. He
received a bachelor’s degree in political science in
1985 from Ouachita, where he was an ROTC
distinguished graduate. He also is certified as a
special agent with the justice department’s Drug
Enforcement Administration.

Easter is a pilot and holds commercial and
instrument certificates in single- and multi-
engine fixed-wing aircraft, as well as commercial
and instrument ratings on rotary-wing crafts. He
has 18 years of service, with 14 on active duty.

Melissa Garner, winner of the inaugural Lt. Gen. James H. Merryman Memorial
Scholarship, presents a framed commemorative collection to retiring Lt. Col. Logan Moore
at a ceremony on the grounds of the Barkman House.

Maj. Clark Easter took over the joint
ROTC program in March of 2004.
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With the success of its men’s and women’s
basketball programs, Henderson has been
invited to play in the Eighth Annual Disney
Division II Tip-Off Classic in Orlando, Fla.

In what is considered the most prestigious
Division II event (aside from the NCAA Elite
Eight), the Tip-Off Classic will be held at the
Disney Wide World of Sports
Milk House Arena (5,000).

The event, co-sponsored by
the Division II Commissioners
Association, attracts schools to
Central Florida from the eight
different NCAA geographical
regions for Division II’s only
sanctioned preseason tournament
in the country, with all teams
playing each day of the tourna-
ment.

The 2004 women’s tournament takes place
Nov. 5-7, and the tournament field features:
Anderson (S.C.), Armstrong Atlantic State,
Bentley (Mass.), Henderson State (Ark.), Mesa
State (Colo.), Philadelphia, Wisconsin-Parkside,
and USC Aiken.

The men’s tournament is scheduled for Nov.
12-15 and includes: Barry (Fla.), Bentley
(Mass.), Clayton State (Ga.), Florida Gulf Coast,
Henderson State (Ark.), Indiana (Pa.), North
Dakota, and North Florida.

It will be the first trip for the Lady Reddies,
who won the 2004 Gulf South Conference
Tournament and advanced to the NCAA
Division II Elite Eight in St. Joseph, Mo.

The Lady Reddies face South Carolina-Aiken in
the opening round, with tip-off set for 7:30 p.m. The
Lady Pacers are coming off a 14-14 season, the
program’s fifth consecutive non-losing season. After a
quick 9-3 start to the 2003-04 campaign – including
a 61-58 loss at Division I Georgia Southern in
Statesboro – USCA dropped seven games down the

stretch by six points or less.
The Reddies, won the 2002

Tip-Off Classic and return to
Orlando to face North Florida in
the opening round at 5 p.m. on
Nov. 12.

Henderson State, the 2004 GSC
West Division Champion, has
advanced to six straight NCAA
Regionals and has recorded 20 or
more wins in seven straight years.

North Florida of the Peach Belt Conference
finished the 2003-2004 campaign with a 13-15 record.

Anthony Travel, Inc. (ATI) is a full-service travel
management company that has worked with the
Disney Sports Attractions since the opening of their
doors in 1997. ATI is providing spectator packages
that include: four nights accommodations, a three-
day Park Hopper™ ticket, length of event admis-
sion to Disney’s Wide World of Sports Complex,
admission to Disney’s Division II Tip-Off Classic
welcome party, a commemorative game program,
and use of the Walt Disney World Resort transporta-
tion system.
For more travel information, contact Anthony Travel
at 800-736-6377 or on the internet at
www.anthonytravel.com.

Reddie Basketball Teams to Play in
Florida Tournament in November

On October 16, 2004 we will host a Lady
Reddie “All Sports” Reunion at Wells Gymna-
sium Auxiliary Gym from 12:30-2:30 p.m.. The
purpose of this reunion meeting is to celebrate
the accomplishments of the 2003-2004 Lady
Reddie athletic programs with the women who
established the foundation for each Lady Reddie
sports program.

Our goal is to reunite former administrators,
head coaches, staff persons and student-athletes
to assemble prior to Henderson State’s football
game with North Alabama for a period of
reminiscing, sharing and introductions.

Lady Reddie All-Sports Reunion

The 2004 Henderson State
football season will
begin earlier than

expected.

2004 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Aug. 28 Open

Sept. 2 at Stephen F. Austin 7 p.m.

Sept. 11 *Arkansas Tech 6 p.m.

Sept. 18 *Central Arkansas 6 p.m.

Sept. 25 *at Delta State 6 p.m.

Oct. 2 *at Harding 6 p.m.

Oct. 9 *Valdosta State (Hall of Honor) 3 p.m.

Oct. 16 *North Alabama (Homecoming) 3 p.m.

Oct. 23 *at West Georgia 1 p.m.

Oct. 30 *at West Alabama 1 p.m.

Nov. 6 *Southern Arkansas 3 p.m.
* indicates Gulf South Conference Game
BOLD indicates Home Game

In an agreement with Stephen F. Austin, the
Reddies and the Lumberjacks will move their
game to Thursday, Sept. 2 at 7 p.m.

A Division 1-AA member, Stephen F. Austin,
from the Southland Conference, finished the
2003 season with a 7-4 record overall and a 4-1
record in the SLC.

Henderson State will open Gulf South
Conference play with a pair of home games
against Arkansas Tech and Central Arkansas.

The Hall of Honor game is set for Oct. 9
when the Reddies play host to Valdosta State.
Eleven former Reddie greats will be honored
prior to the game.

The 2004 homecoming game is on the
docket for Oct. 16 against defending GSC
Champion and Division II semi-finalist North
Alabama.

The Reddies conclude the season on Nov. 6
against another playoff team from last season in
Southern Arkansas at Carpenter-Haygood
Stadium.

Season tickets for the five home games can
be purchased for $32 by contacting the
Henderson State Athletic Department at 870-
230-5161.

An informal program is planned to begin at
12:30 PM. Rhonda Thigpen, head volleyball coach
and senior woman administrator, will serve as master
of ceremonies. Some of the former head coaches
invited to attend include: Betty Wallace, Jane Sevier,
David Thigpen, and Dee White. All current head
coaches, athletes and administrators will be in
attendance. Please take this as your personal invita-
tion to come celebrate the current success of our Lady
Reddie athletic program with this much deserved
reflection upon the “foundation” of these programs.
For information please contact Assistant Athletic
Director David H. Thigpen Ed. D. at (870) 230-5485.



Fifth Annual Golf Tournament
Date/Time: October 15, noon

Invited: Alumni and friends—4 person scramble
Cost: $50 per person

Location: Turtle Pointe Golf Club Arkadelphia
Features: Lunch at 11 a.m. cart, green fees, prizes

Reservations Call Woody Jolley 870-230-5190
Limited to first 25 teams

Golden Reddie Dinner
Date/time: October 15, 6 p.m.

Invited: Class of 1954 and earlier
Cost: $20

Location: Garrison Center Banquet Room
Features: Dinner and program

For reservations call toll-free 1-877-RED-ALUM (733-2586)

Recent Reddie Alumni Social
Date/Time: October 15, 9 p.m.

Invited: Special Invitation to Classes of 1994-2004,
All Alumni & Guests Welcome

Location: Mulligan’s Restaurant, Turtle Pointe Golf Club, Arkadelphia
Features: Refreshments, music, fellowship, fun, and beverages available

“H” Award/Alumni Board and Teacher Alliance Presentations
Date/Time: Oct. 16, 11:00

Invited: All alumni, students, friends, and family
Cost:Free

Location Garrison Center Lecture Hall
Features: Presentation of Awards and Alumni Board Directors

Big Red Rally
Date/Time: Oct. 16, 11:15 a.m.

Invited: All alumni, students, friends, and family
Cost: free to attend, $5 for lunch

Location: Garrison Center Day Gym
Features: Lunch, pep rally, music

Homecoming Game vs. North Alabama
Date/Time: Oct. 16, 3 p.m.

Invited: Public
Cost: $6 general admission, $8 reserved seats

Location: Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
Features: Coronation at 2:30 p.m.

For reserved seating call: 870-230-5161

Post-Game Social
Date/Time: Oct. 16, after the game

Invited: All alumni and guests
Location: Mulligan’s Restaurant, Turtle Pointe Golf Club, Arkadelphia

Features: Refreshments, music, fun, beverages available

Featured Homecoming
Activities

Fifth Annual Golf Tournament
Date/Time: October 15, noon

Invited: Alumni and friends—4 person scramble
Cost: $50 per person

Location: Turtle Pointe Golf Club Arkadelphia
Features: Lunch at 11 a.m. cart, green fees, prizes

Reservations Call Woody Jolley 870-230-5190
Limited to first 25 teams

Golden Reddie Dinner
Date/time: October 15, 6 p.m.

Invited: Class of 1954 and earlier
Cost: $20

Location: Garrison Center Banquet Room
Features: Dinner and program

For reservations call toll-free 1-877-RED-ALUM (733-2586)

Recent Reddie Alumni Social
Date/Time: October 15, 9 p.m.

Invited: Special Invitation to Classes of 1994-2004,
All Alumni & Guests Welcome

Location: Mulligan’s Restaurant, Turtle Pointe Golf Club, Arkadelphia
Features: Refreshments, music, fellowship, fun, and beverages available

“H” Award/Alumni Board and Teacher Alliance Presentations
Date/Time: Oct. 16, 11:00

Invited: All alumni, students, friends, and family
Cost:Free

Location Garrison Center Lecture Hall
Features: Presentation of Awards and Alumni Board Directors

Big Red Rally
Date/Time: Oct. 16, 11:15 a.m.

Invited: All alumni, students, friends, and family
Cost: free to attend, $5 for lunch

Location: Garrison Center Day Gym
Features: Lunch, pep rally, music

Homecoming Game vs. North Alabama
Date/Time: Oct. 16, 3 p.m.

Invited: Public
Cost: $6 general admission, $8 reserved seats

Location: Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
Features: Coronation at 2:30 p.m.

For reserved seating call: 870-230-5161

Post-Game Social
Date/Time: Oct. 16, after the game

Invited: All alumni and guests
Location: Mulligan’s Restaurant, Turtle Pointe Golf Club, Arkadelphia

Features: Refreshments, music, fun, beverages available

Featured Homecoming
Activities



Schedule of Homecoming Events
Monday October 11
SGA Banner Contest ..................................All Week ................................. Garrison Center

Tuesday October 12
Lady Reddie Volleyball vs. ATU ...................7 p.m. ........................................ Wells Center

Wednesday October 13
Chamber Coffee ..................................9:30 a.m.-11 a.m. ............... Arkadelphia Town Hall

Thursday October 14
SGA Homecoming Voting................... 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. ........................... Garrison Center
Heart and Key Ceremony .......................... 7:30 p.m. ..................................... Arkansas Hall
Bonfire and Drumbeat .................................. after ..................................... Intramural Field

Friday October 15
SGA Homecoming Voting................... 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. ........................... Garrison Center
Alumni Check-In .................................. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. ............................. Barkman House
Campus Van Tours ............................... 10 a.m.-11 a.m. ............... Meet at Barkman House
Campus Van Tours ................................12 p.m.-1 p.m. ................ Meet at Barkman House
5th Annual Golf Tournament ......................11 a.m. ....................... Turtle Pointe Golf Club
Open House .................................................2 p.m. ................................... Barkman House
Golden Reddie Dinner .................................6 p.m. .......... Garrison Center Banquet Room
Black Alumni Dinner ...................................7 p.m. .................. Garrison Center Day Gym
Recent Reddie Alumni Social .......................9 p.m. ....................... Turtle Pointe Golf Club

Saturday October 16
Greek Coffees and Brunches ........................10 a.m. ................................... Garrison Center
Homecoming Registration ..................... 8 a.m.-12 p.m. ............................. Barkman House
Alliance Teacher Ed Meeting ....................... 10 a.m. ......................... Education Center 207
Family & Consumer Sciences Tour ............. 10 a.m. ......................................... Proctor Hall
 “H” Award/Alumni Board Presentation ......11 a.m. .............. Garrison Center Lecture Hall
BIG RED RALLY Luncheon .............. 11:15 a.m.-1 p.m. ......... Garrison Center Day Gym
Lady Reddie Basketball Reunion .............. 12:30 p.m. .........................Wells Auxiliary Gym
’59 &’74 Football Champions Reunion .... 1:30 p.m. ....................................... Field House
Homecoming Coronation ......................... 2:30 p.m. ............. Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
Homecoming Game .....................................3 p.m. ............... Carpenter-Haygood Stadium
NPHC Greek Show ......................................7 p.m. ....................................... Arkansas Hall
After Game Social .........................................7 p.m. ....................... Turtle Pointe Golf Club
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As we move into the 21st century, the
popularity of women’s athletics has grown
tremendously, and that includes women’s sports
at Henderson State University.

Experiencing one of their most historic
years, the Lady Reddie athletic teams were in the
spotlight for the entire year.

It was nearly 40 years ago when women’s
athletics at then-Henderson State College began
playing competitively with other institutions
around the state.

It was during the 1965-66 school year that
the Arkansas Women’s Extramural Sports
Association was formed as an outgrowth of a
state-wide collegiate planning meeting of
women physical educators.

A constitutional committee that included
Henderson State’s Bettye Wallace (’50) was
formed. This committee adopted by-laws and
organized athletic competition for women
among the Arkansas institutions.

“At that time, there were no rules or
constitution to follow,” Wallace said. “We
formed our own set of rules and stipulations for
women’s sports among the colleges and
universities in the state.”

In 1973, the association was renamed the
Arkansas Women’s Intercollegiate Sports
Association.

Henderson State was part of AWISA until
the Arkansas Intercollegiate Conference of the
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
included women’s sports in 1983.

“Dr. Wallace was the inspiration and laid a
great foundation for women’s athletics at
Henderson State,” said Senior Woman Adminis-
trator and Head Volleyball Coach Rhonda
Thigpen (’81). “She was one of the first female
athletic directors and her professionalism and
dedication to women’s athletics has created
numerous opportunities for female student-
athletes.”

During their 10 years as part of AWISA, the
Lady Reddies won two titles in basketball, three
swimming and diving championships, four
tennis championships, and three volleyball
championships.

College Sports not just for Men
2003-04 Athletic Year Historic for Lady Reddies Athletics

By Troy Mitchell
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Lady Reddie athletics, however, had a tough time
settling into to the AIC, winning just two conference
championships in volleyball.

“The emergence of women’s athletics was a direct
result of Title IX,” said former Henderson professor
and swimming coach Delores White. “When we
joined the AIC, it became more athletically enhanced,
where scholarships and recruiting became a big factor
in the development of the athletic programs.”

In 1993, Henderson State, along with most of the
remaining teams in the AIC, decided to make the
move to the NCAA Division II level and join the
Gulf South Conference.

Thigpen made the most impact in the GSC as
the Lady Reddie volleyball teams won two GSC
Championships, four GSC West Division titles, and
advanced to the 2001 NCAA National Tournament.

The Lady Reddie basketball team won a pair of
GSC West Division titles in 1994 and 1995 under
the leadership of Dr. David Thigpen.

With Henderson State joining the GSC, the
Reddie administration had to add an additional sport.
The debate was over adding softball or soccer.

With the emerging popularity of softball
throughout the country, Henderson State decided
on the addition of the sport beginning with the
1999 season.

“There was a big interest in the sport in our area,”
said White, who was instrumental in the development
of the softball program. ”We were able to raise funds
for the program, and because of the conference
requirements, we felt that this was the right move for
Henderson State.”

One of the most successful programs at
Henderson State has been Red Wave swimming.
However, neither the AIC nor the GSC included
women’s swimming as a sport and Henderson State
instead competes in the New South Intercollegiate
Swimming Conference.

With all the changes and the success of women’s
athletics at Henderson State, it was 2003-2004 that
will go down as one of the most rewarding years for
Lady Reddie athletics.

The Lady Reddie cross country began things in
the fall. Penny Whelchel (’04) was mostly in the
spotlight, helping lead Henderson State to an
eighth-place finish at the GSC Championships. The
17-team field consisted of 95 runners with
Whelchel placing 13th.

However, what made this team special was what
members did outside the competitive field.  The
Lady Reddies ran in numerous Race for the Cure
events. Whelchel placed third out of 30,000 runners
in Little Rock, and won the event in her hometown
of Texarkana, outrunning over 3,000 competitors.

The Lady Reddie volleyball team got off to a
slow start playing a very competitive schedule that
included several nationally ranked opponents.

The team, which included just one senior, won
seven of its last 10 games, including five conference
matches, to move Henderson State into fourth place
in the GSC West Division and earning them a spot
in the GSC Tournament.

Junior Carla Silveira earned second-team All-
GSC honors, moving her into third place all-time at
Henderson State with career set assists at 2,616.

Red Wave women’s swimming also had another



outstanding year, with the team placing
fourth in the NSISC. Vanessa Oehlers was
named All-Conference and All-American after
placing 10th in the 200 butterfly at the Division
II National Championships. Laura Ring also
earned All-Conference honors.

The Lady Reddie tennis team finished
fourth in the GSC West Division and advanced
to the GSC Tournament in Valdosta, Ga., for
the first time since 2001. The Lady Reddies
pulled off a big win over Harding to put them in
the tournament.

Individually, Stephanie Devine was named
GSC West Division Player of the Year and first-
team All-GSC. Devine was the lone American to
earn a spot on the all-conference team. It was
also the first time a Lady Reddie player was
named Player of the Year.

In the first five years of softball, Henderson
State never won more than 17 games in any one
season and totaled just 10 conference wins.

That all changed in 2004, as Gulf South
Conference Coach of the Year Richie Bruister
led the Diamond Reddies to a 34-13 record
including a third-place finish in the GSC West
Division.

The Diamond Reddies participated in the
GSC Tournament for the first time in school
history and advanced to the semi-finals before
losing to eventual conference champion West
Florida.

 The Diamond Reddies rewrote the
Henderson record books. The team, which
included seven freshmen and just one senior,
combined for a team batting average of .313 and
a league best 54 home runs.

During the year, Henderson State recorded

its first-ever sweep of Southern Arkansas and first win
over Delta State.

Seven players were named all-conference,
including first-team selections Lindsey Causey,
Christine Palmer and Grace Powell. Four additional
Lady Reddies earned second team honors, including
Lauran Lewis, Jennifer Leal, Holly Hughes, and
Janessa Roche.

However, the team that received the most
attention was Lady Reddie basketball. After a 4-11
start, Henderson State rebounded to win 19 of its last
21 games, including 16 straight, finishing the season
with a No. 12 national ranking.

The Lady Reddies won their first GSC tourna-
ment title, captured the NCAA South Regional
championship, and made their first-ever appearance
in the NCAA Division II Elite 8 national tourna-
ment.

Second-year coach Jeff Caldwell assembled a team
of junior-college transfers, along with a pair of
returning players.

It took some time for the Lady Reddies to come
together, but when they did, they became one of the
most-feared teams in basketball.

The incredible tournament run began in the
opening round of the GSC tournament, as
Henderson’s lone senior Crystal Oates (’04) hit a 13-
foot jump at the end of regulation against Valdosta
State to send the game into overtime. The Lady
Reddies never looked back from then on, winning the
GSC tournament behind the play of the GSC Most
Outstanding Performer Aesha Carter and All-
Tournament selection Maggie Sauls.

The heroics continued at the NCAA South
Regional as Sauls hit a last-second shot in the opening

round to beat Delta State and send the Lady
Reddies on their way. Henderson blew out Fort
Valley State and then stunned host Rollins in the
championship.

The next stop was St. Joseph, Mo., and the
Elite 8.  This time the heroine was Aesha Carter.
The Lady Reddies opened the tournament with
a 61-60 win over Quincy, as Carter hit an eight-
foot shot with five seconds to play.

The incredible run came to an end in the
semi-finals as the Lady Reddies were upended by
Drury.

Henderson State women’s athletics had its
best-ever finish in the Gulf South Conference
All-Sports standings. The Lady Reddies placed
second out of 17 teams and was first among the
West Division teams.

“I am pleased and proud of what our
student-athletes have achieved this past year,”
Thigpen said. “For a school of our size, it shows
that we have one of the top female programs in
the country.”

Thigpen has seen numerous changes since
1990 in women’s athletics as a whole and
believes there will be continued success at
Henderson State.

“President (Charles) Dunn is a forerunner
for women’s sports, serving on numerous NCAA
committees,” Thigpen added. “We have some
great young coaches that are dedicated to this
university and, with the improvement of our
facilities and transportation needs, I feel this
program will continue to climb. We have come a
long way in the last 15 years, and people should
be proud of what Henderson State University
has accomplished.”
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‘Day with the Duke’
Raises $14,000 for Henderson

Three Texarkana golfers made up the winning team in the
inaugural “Day with the Duke” golf tournament at DeGray Lake
State Park Resort, but it was Henderson State University that was
the winner, with alumnus and pro-golfer Ken Duke (’92)
arranging a tournament that raised $14,000.

Jay Brewer, Richard Byrd and Ron Rogers made up the
winning team, with Robin Carroll (’93), Chris Elia and Bill Lewis
from El Dorado coming in as runners-up. Both teams had 62
during a cool and rainy outing in April.

Duke graduated with a degree in sports management and
turned pro in 1994. He is a member of the Henderson State
University Hall of Honor, and he joined the PGA Tour this year.

The next tournament is planned for September 2005, but the
date will be worked out later after Duke coordinates the event with
the PGA Tour and his travel schedule. Duke said he wants to be
present for the next tournament and is enthusiastic about the
fund-raising efforts for his alma mater.

Retired Army Gen. Jimmy D. Ross and his
wife, Patricia, have presented Henderson State
University with funds to endow two programs
that helped shape a military career.

The Rosses have committed $100,000 to be
divided equally between the Reserved Officers
Training Corps (ROTC) and the Reddie football
program, according to John Gyllin, development
director at Henderson.

The income from the endowment will be
split equally between the programs and will be
used at the discretion of the head football coach
and the officer in charge of the ROTC program.
The ROTC funds will be awarded to Henderson
ROTC students in their third or fourth year.
They must have a 3.0 grade-point average or
higher.

Gen. Ross was born at Hosston, La., and
grew up and attended school in Arkadelphia. He
received a bachelor of science in education
degree in physical education from Henderson in
1958. He received a master’s degree in business
management from Central Michigan University
at Mount Pleasant. His military education
includes the Basic Infantry Officer Course, the
Transportation Advanced Officer Course, the
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College
and the Industrial College of the Armed Forces.

His last active duty assignment was as
Commander of the United States Army Materiel
Command (AMC) at Alexandria, Va. As the
driving force in service to the soldier through
research, development, testing, acquisition and

General Ross, Wife Present Endowment for ROTC, Football
sustainment, the AMC is a “one-stop shop” for
logistics and weapon support. It has approxi-
mately 95,000 military and civilian personnel in
126 organizations and 34 project manager
offices, represented in 40 states and six foreign
countries in 355 locations around the world.
This includes 1,150 logistic assistance represen-
tatives who work directly with soldiers in Army
divisions and corps.

Upon his retirement from the Army as the
commanding general for AMC in 1994, Ross
was appointed senior vice president, biomedical
services, American Red Cross by Elizabeth Dole,
national president. He had the overall responsi-
bility for modernization of the more than
15,000 personnel and 400 locations across the
United States, specifically information manage-
ment, a new nationwide human resources,
finance and accountability, quality assurance and
regulatory/compliance systems. In the summer
of 1999, Dr. Bernadine H. Healy, president and
chief executive officer, promoted Ross to the
position of chief operating officer of the Red
Cross. In that position, he was responsible for
the overall business operations of the organiza-
tion and a $2.5-billion budget, 33,000 paid staff
and 1.3 million volunteers at 2,000 locations
across the United States and six territories.

Ross is married to the former Patricia L.
(Pat) Cox of Arkadelphia. They have three
children, Sabra Ross of Little Rock, DiAnna
Henson of Tampa, Fla., and Tony Ross of
Orlando. The Rosses make their home at Lake
Forest, Fla.

Ken Duke presents check for golf tournament proceeds to John Gyllin,
director of developement and Dr. Charles Dunn, president.



Reddie Report Fall 2004 • Page 14

Berry Honored
during Annual

Sporty Day Events
It was a gloomy day outside for Henderson

State’s annual Sporty Bowl, but the festivities
indoors will be remembered for years to come
as the fourth annual Henderson State Sporty
Day honoring Dr. Clyde Berry  (’53) took place
on April 24.

There were plenty of tears and laughter as
several former players, coaches, and teammates
traded stories of their days with the legendary
Berry.

Berry, an outstanding football and baseball
player at Henderson in the early 50’s, was the
head football coach at Henderson State from
1967 to 1970. He also served as the Reddie
baseball coach from 1963 to 1967 and again
throughout the 80’s.

As a coach, his football teams were 26-14
and his baseball teams were 187-125-2 and a 99-
59 record in the AIC, never having a losing
season.

Speakers included Charley Donaldson (’61),
Fred Dawson (’66), Tommy Hart (’70), Bobby
Jones (’71), Reggie Ritter (’82), Athletic
Director Sam Goodwin (‘66), and Berry’s son,
Trey Berry.

One of the most touching moments of the
event occurred when Berry spoke of his son, Jay.
Berry and his wife Sue lost Jay exactly 26 years
ago to the day of the honor. Jay Berry lost his
battle with muscular dystrophy at the age of 15.

“I can’t describe what this means to me,”
Berry said. “April 24 has always been one of the
lowest days for me. Today you have made it a

high. I thank everyone in this room for that. You are
all very special to me.”

Berry was presented with several gifts. One of the
greatest gifts was inspired by Athletic Director Sam
Goodwin. Donations by several past players, coaches
and friends were accumulated over the past months.
The monies raised will be donated to Arkansas
Muscular Dystrophy in the name of Jay Berry.

After the ceremony, friends and family remem-
bered the past and were reunited.

The fourth annual “Sporty” Award was also

presented recognizing the Henderson Alumnus
who did an outstanding job as a head coach of
a high school athletic team during the 2003-
2004 year. The 2004 recipient was Sporty
Carpenter’s son David (’82), who led Junction
City High School to an undefeated season and
the Class AA State Football Championship.

The day began with Henderson State’s
spring game in rainy conditions. A total of
three possessions, 21 plays, was all the two
teams could manage before thunderstorms
rolled into Arkadelphia.

A number of students were presented with
scholarships, awards, and honors at
Henderson State University’s annual Heart and
Key banquet. The Henderson State University
Alumni Association provides money for
scholarships, and those scholarships are
awarded during Heart and Key. The
scholarship recipients and board members are
pictured (from left) Holly Fite, alumni board
secretary Sunnie Smedley, Jan Monroe, alumni
board president Velda Holmes, Melissa Spears,
Brandon Kuhn, Kimberly Covey, Angela
Holyfield and Tiffany Lewis.

Athletic Director Sam Goodwin presents Clyde Berry with a gift during Sporty Day activities.



Reddie Report Fall 2004 • Page 15

Henderson wishes to thank Ms. McCorkle for her dedication and unwavering support during the 2003-
2004 Annual Fund. As a tribute to her, a redbud tree will be planted on the lawn of the Barkman House in
what will become the memory garden. We also add our thanks for the tremendous support you have shown
to your alma mater during this campaign. The final numbers were not available at press time, but we have set
a new record for dollars raised and a higher goal for the 2004-2005 Annual Fund will be set as a result of your
generosity. A pledge mailing will be sent in early September and the Ringin’ Reddies will start to call soon
after. Please respond with your same enthusiasm and generosity when they talk to you.

Lost Alumni
How do you lose a Reddie? Too many times our
alumni forget to let us know when they have
moved. If you know where to find any of these
lost Reddies, please contact the alumni office so
that we can send them a Reddie Report.

1950’s
Leonard Simpson (’50)
Laura Mewton Mathews (’51)
Calvin Peters (’52)
Donald Rittman (’53)
Ruby Forga West (’54)
Jane Donoho Toney (’55)
Hancel Porterfield (’56)
James Stearn (’57)
Marian Sanders Stockton (’58)
Marvin Wilkins (’59)

1960’s
Betty Purifoy Fincher (’60)
Billy Tipton (’61)
Thurman Thompson (’62)
Bonita Stone Willis (’63)
Robert Helms (’64)
John Bieloh (’65)
Sunny Coleman Powell (’66)
Buddy Brown (’67)
Alvin Buckmaster (’68)
Donald Messersmith (’69)

1970’s
Jan Freeman Scheuer (’70)
Mary Owens Taylor (’71)
James Wickliffe (’72)
Bette Blocker Warden (’73)
Lanny Bates (’74)
Dana Morrison Martin (’75)
Joseph Davis (’76)
Janice Price Shumpert (’77)
Susan Williams Stern (’78)
Robert Crawford (’79)

1980’s
Barry Musgrave (’80)
Tony Merriweather (’81)
Linda Scroggins Landrum (’82)
Debra Hamilton Marshall (’83)
Robert Clensay (’84)
Cynthia Aikman Anthony (’85)
Kevin Taylor (’86)
Roby Ulmer (’87)
Linda Borders Gandy (’88)
John Womack (’89)

1990’s
Phyllis McDowell Griggs (’90)
Tasha Ridley Godwin (’91)
Michael Hunt (’92)
Carlos Heuduck (’93)
Faye Brewer Miner (’94)
Ami Short Goodwin (’95)
Lester Blow (’96)
Beth Hanninen Brown (’97)
Jesse Ford (’98)
Frederick Dickinson (’99

       2003-2004 Annual Fund Drive

              Dear Reddie Alums and Friends:

                      Many, many thanks to each Henderson State University alumni

          and friend who responded with a monetary gift to the 2003-2004 Annual

         Fund Campaign. As a result we raised about 5% over our goal of $100,000.

         As chairperson of the 2003-2004 drive, I do appreciate your participation

        in this worthy campaign knowing that as Annual Fund givers, we are

      helping to make alums out of students who may need financial assistance.

   When I was a freshman in 1934-35 there was no Annual Fund—only 19

  cents an hour for student aid! Your support of the Henderson Annual Fund is

 very important to the current students and university as a whole.

        My term as Chairperson will end soon, but I have enjoyed working

with our university on this important project. So thanks again for supporting

our beloved Alma Mater. And remember “Annual” Fund means a yearly

 gift, so please give generously again during the 2004-2005 campaign.

In that Ol’ Reddie Spirit,

Mary Jo Wilson McCorkle ‘39
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Allen Tillery (’67) of Hot Springs and the
late Jane Ross (’42) were inducted into the
Henderson State University School of Business
Hall of Fame at the annual awards banquet on
April 15 in the Martin B. Garrison Activity and
Conference Center. At the ceremony, graduates,
faculty, and students were honored for their
achievements. Dr. Gary Linn, dean of the
business school, served as the host.

Tillery grew up in Hot Springs and graduated
from Henderson in 1967 with a degree in
management. He has been the owner of Allen
Tillery Chevrolet in Hot Springs for 27 years. He
has been inducted into the Chevrolet Hall of
fame and was selected as a Legion of Leaders
member and president for being the top salesman
in the Memphis Zone, which includes Arkansas
and parts of Mississippi, Kentucky, Louisiana,
and Tennessee. While in management, Tillery was
active in the Society of Sales Executives. Allen
Tillery Chevrolet is a member of the Mark of
Excellence, a leader in Chevrolet sales, and has
been recognized for superior customer service
with the Setting the Pace Award. Tillery has
served on the Board of Directors for the Arkansas
Auto Dealers Association and the Arkansas Super
Chevy Dealers Association.

Ross was cofounder and chairperson of the
Ross Foundation until her passing in 1999. A

native of Arkadelphia, she graduated from
Henderson State Teacher’s College. She
served in the Women’s Army Corps in the
Army Air Force as a photographic technician
during WW II. Following the war, she
operated a photography studio in Arkadel-
phia. Ross served on the Board of Directors
for Merchants & Planters Bank of Arkadel-
phia/Horizon Bancorp, Inc., for 36 years
and on the Board of Trustees at Henderson
for 21 years. She has won a Henderson State
H-Award, Henderson State University
Distinguished Alumna Award, Arkadelphia
Rotary Club Paul Harris Fellowship, and
City of Arkadelphia Adam Blakely Award
and was an Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission Outdoor Hall of Fame
inductee. In 1995, she received the
Philanthropist of the Year Award from the
Arkansas Chapter of the National Society of
Fund Raising Executives.

Two faculty members in the School of
Business were recognized with Faculty
Excellence Awards. Dr. Joseph Fairchild,
professor of accounting, received an
excellence in teaching award, and Dr. Ken
Green, associate professor of management,
received an excellence in research award.

School of Business Hall of Fame Inducts Ross and Tillery

Got Bibs?
         We have bibs!
                       Don’t we look Reddie to romp?
                                       Your new little one can be as
                                      well-dressed as we are. Just send an
                                               announcement of your new
                                             family member to the Reddie
                                                        Report, and the staff of
                                                            Alumni Services will send
                                                       you a bib just like ours. You
                                                                can call them or e-mail it
                                                                   to them if you’d like.
                                                                        (We’re partial to “snail
                                                                         mail” ourselves. We
                                                                             like to chew the
                                                                                    envelopes!)
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Despite skyrocketing gas prices, Reddies
have been hitting the road to connect with their
alma mater. Sometimes the Reddies in the office
organize local receptions, and other times
Henderson graduates come back home to visit
their alma mater for a special event. Either way,
it is always a lot of fun!

During the spring semester, staff in the
offices of alumni and development hosted and
attended many events. First of all, there were the
monthly lunches for the Good Ol’ Boys in Hot
Springs and Little Rock, the Four States Reddies
in Texarkana, and the Retired Faculty and Staff
in Arkadelphia. These groups get together each

month to remember the good times at Henderson. (If
you are interested in information on any of these
groups, contact the alumni office.) The alumni office
also traveled to Malvern for a community lunch.

The offices also stayed busy with athletic events.
Several groups hosted tailgates during football season,
and the alumni office held receptions in Memphis
and Russellville in conjunction with basketball games.
In addition, Reddies traveled to campus for a special
event to honor Don Dyer for his service, and Sporty
Day honoring Clyde Berry.

The alumni and development staff also hosted
several receptions. The Prattsville community center

was the location for a reception for all alumni in
Grant County. Then the members went to the
Canyon Café in Houston for an alumni dinner
and later to Dallas, for a reception at the Art
House on Routh.

That equals a lot of miles – and it doesn’t
include the Reddies who visited for homecom-
ing, Valentine’s Day, Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, Founders’ Day, concerts, openings, and the
commencement activities. It goes to show that
Henderson has a lot to offer her graduates. The
alumni and development staff will be on the
road again next year – look for them at a
location near you!

Alumni enjoy being together at a variety of locations. Top left, Spring Gala in
Sherwood. Middle left, Grant County Alumni Group. Middle Right, Dallas
Alumni Group. Bottom left, Holly A Girls got together at Belvedere Coountry
Club in Hot Springs. Bottom right, Houston Alumni Group.

ON THE ROAD
REDDIES
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The newest class of noted alumni inducted
into Henderson Academy was honored in April
with a return to the site of the first Founders Day
event–the auditorium of historic Arkansas Hall.

Honored for their career achievements were
Judy Blackwood (’93, ’02), Bennie Gene Bledsoe
(’60), Douglas P. DeMorrow (’76), and Stella
Spoon (’67), all of Arkadelphia, Dr. Charles D.
Watson (’64) and Charles H. McLemore (’73) of
Little Rock, and Daniel H. Garrison (’85) of
Houston. Also presented were faculty teaching,
scholarship and service awards. Henderson
began the tradition in 2000 of honoring
graduates who have established distinguished
careers and has selected a panel into the
Henderson Academy each year.

Judy Blackwood is a graduate of special
education program in Teachers College,
Henderson and also holds a master of science in
education degree in educational leadership in the

Advanced Educational Studies Department,
which nominated her for the honor.

Bennie Gene Bledsoe retired as a professor of
English from Henderson State University in
1982. She is the author of Henderson State
University: Education Since 1890, a two-volume
work marking the history of the school to 1980.

Doug DeMorrow received a bachelor of
music education degree from Henderson and a
master of music degree from North Texas State
University. He was the first percussion instructor
Henderson hired in 1976. He founded
DeMorrow Instruments in 1984 and has gained
a reputation as the foremost builder of
handcrafted percussion instruments.

Stella Spoon was born in Green Bay,
Wisconsin, and received a bachelor of science in
business administration from Henderson. She
taught accounting in the Henderson School of
Business for 22 years and established a close bond
with her students that has lasted to this day.

Charles D. Watson is a 1964 graduate of
Henderson with majors in math and biology. He
has served as program manager for special
projects in the state education department since
1997 and has advised on such matters as
educational accountability and consolidation of
federal programs under the No Child Left Behind
program. He was nominated by the curriculum
and instruction department.

Charles H. McLemore was named Director
of Research and Information Services for the
Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism in
July 1989. A native of Mena, McLemore was
educated in its public schools and graduated
from Henderson in 1973 with a bachelor of arts
degree in sociology.

Daniel Harkness Garrison is a 1985
graduate of Henderson with a major in physics.
He has worked at the Johnson Space Center in
Houston as a curator of the moon rock
collection and in such research projects as
moon rock analysis and possible life on Mars.
He is currently working on the Mars Rover
projects and in the administration of several
NASA laboratories. He was nominated by the
physics department.

Founders Day Honors

Dr. Rick Dimond plays the first vibraphone built by Doug
DeMorrow (second from the left) at Founders Day convocation in
the auditorium of Arkansas Hall. DeMorrow, a noted builder of
marimbas and xylophones, will be honored on Oct. 19 with a
Special Recognition as part of the 2004 Governor’s Art Awards.
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Where They Are
Doris (Chambers) Robey (’50) of Hot Springs

majored in business education.  She
was involved in Alpha Sigma Alpha,
Heart and Key, cheerleading, and
Future Teachers of America.  She

retired after 28 years of teaching, mostly with the
Pulaski County Special School District, where she
spent the last 14 years as the first business
education coordinator/supervisor.  She was
married to the late William Walter (Bill) Robey
(’50), and is the mother of Debbie and Greg, as
well as the proud grandmother of five grandchil-
dren.

Mary Lynn (Ballard) Steelman (’66) of Bryant
majored in English and speech. She
met her husband, Mike, within the
first hour of arrival on campus. She
was involved in cheerleading, Heart

and Key, and Alpha Sigma Alpha, along with
several other honor societies.  She currently is a
speech-language pathology supervisor for the
James L. Dennis Development Center. She has
been recognized by the Arkansas Speech-
Language-Hearing Association with the Frank R.
Kleffner Clinical Career Award for outstanding
contributions to clinical practice.  She is the
mother of Michael Steelman and Amanda Sostrin.
She has two grandchildren.

Timothy (Tim) Barnes of Clinton (’88) majored
in elementary education.  He is now
the elementary principal/federal
programs coordinator of the Shirley
Public Schools.  He received an

honorable discharge from the U.S. Army Reserve,
95th Training Division as a staff sergeant.  While
on campus he was involved in Phi Sigma Kappa,
Student Government, RHA, and ROTC.  He is
the only Henderson graduate to serve on the
board of directors (Grand Council) of Phi Sigma
Kappa fraternity.  He is married to Rita Burroughs
(’96). They have a daughter, Alyssa.

Michael (Pete) Peterson (’72) of Little Rock
graduated with a degree in physical
education and health. He is presently
employed by the Little Rock School
District as principal/assistant director

of career and technical education.  Pete has taken
his experience as All AIC and All NAIA with the
Reddie Basketball Team from 1968-72 and used it
in coaching high school students within the
district.  He is most proud of his years of success
at Henderson and the birth of his daughter
Branndii.  His greatest accomplishment has been
the success of his students.
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Bergina R. Sumler (B.S.E. ’94, M.S.E. ’99,
and M.S.E. ’01) graduated with an educational
specialist degree in educational administration
from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.
She was also inducted into Alpha Epsilon
Lambda, the national honor society for graduate
and professional students.
Blake Rodgers (B.B.A. ’95) has been named
partner of Taylor, Rodgers and Turner, PPLC,
Certified Public Accounts.
Hassan M. Elsalloukh (B.S. ’98)  recently
received a Ph.D. from Baylor University.
Jill Hasley (B.S.N. ’99) recently graduated from
the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
with a master of nursing science and has certified
as a pediatric advanced practice nurse.

2000’s
Rhonda Chatters-Ware (B.A. ’00) graduated
from California State University-Bakersfield with
a master of art degree in sociology in March.
Karlyn R. Moore (B.A. ’01) recently received a
master of science degree in counseling
psychology from University of Central Arkansas.
Dana Janush (B.S. ’02) has been selected by the
U.S. Achievement Academy as an All-American
Scholar.  Criteria for the award included
academics, citizenship and leadership.  She was
also inducted into Kappa Delta Phi, the oldest
and largest education honor society.

Faculty
Henderson State Red Wave swim coach Coak
Matthews was named New South Intercollegiate
Conference Men’s Coach of the Year after
leading the Red Wave to a third-place finish at
the NSISC Championships in February.

Weddings
Charles Failla (’82, ’84) and Wanda Neumann,
June 12, 2004.
Carrie Huddleston (’98) and Damon Wilson,
June 5, 2004.
Kristin Ketchum (’98, ’02) and Mike Allen,
June 19, 2004.
Teresa Smith (’98) and David Booker, October
4, 2003.
Jennifer Newborn (’00, ’02) and Brian
Thomas (’02) June 5, 2004.
Bryan Nichols (’01) and Lisa Smith, Feb. 14,
2004.
Jenny Power (’01) and Tracy Westbrook, June
26, 2004.
John Addington (’03) and Brittany Cate, May
15, 2004.
Anthony Hendrix (’03) and Rebecca Tolbert
(’04), May 22, 2004.
Leslie Elliott (’04) and Cary Wheaton, June 5,
2004.
Jason Nutt (’04) and Erica Barger, May 15,
2004.
Casey Hall (’04) and Chad Powell, Feb. 21,
2004.

Births
James Landrum (’89) and Shawna, a
daughter, Shelby Elizabeth, Mar. 11, 2004.
Mary Mann Whisnant (’92) and Phillip,
daughters, Mackenzie Barbara and Sydney
Noelle, Dec. 2, 2003.
Evan Johnston (’94) and Traci, a daughter,
Victoria Rose, Feb. 27, 2004.
Brady Baker (’96) and Shara Fowler
Baker (’94), a daughter, Grace Elaine, Sept.
17, 2003.
Radeanna Presley Garcia (’97) and Andy, a
son, Aaron Dean, Jan. 13, 2004.
Patrick Sims (’97) and Kacee, a daughter,
Sidnee Laine, Feb. 27, 2004.
Joey Achan (’98) and Torrie Stewart
Achan (’00), a daughter, Madison Victoria,
Apr. 6, 2004.
Courtney Dean Eubanks (’98, ’99) and
Nick Eubanks (’02), a daughter, Mary Kate,
Feb. 27, 2004.
Jamil Jackson (’98) and Dionne, a son,
Jamil Troy II, Feb. 29, 2004.
Kenneth Shelton (’01) and Kristina
Crumpton Shelton (’02) , a son, Kade
Aaron, Mar. 17, 2004.
William Fox (’02) and Penny Dunn Fox
(’98), a son, Dillon Bryan, Mar. 5, 2004.

Adoption
Barbara Smith (’83) announces the
adoption of her daughter, Megan Ann Ruby,
Apr. 2, 2004.

Anniversaries
Zay Bailey Waller (’40) and husband John
celebrated 61 years of marriage, November
2003.
Bill Pye (’58, ’61) and Margie Cagle Pye
(’55, ’79) celebrated 50 years of marriage,
June 4, 2004.

Obituaries

1930’s
Virginia Cunningham Zobel (’38) of
Albuquerque, N.M.-Oct. 15, 2003.

1940’s
Ruby Fair Alcorn (’40) 89, of Phoenix,
Ariz.-Mar.18, 2004.
Jack Yeager (’40) 91, of Mobile, Ala.-Jan.
9, 2004.
Dicie Cassady Woodson (’41) 89, of Green
Valley, Ariz.-Dec. 1, 2003.
Logan A. Lowell (’43) 82, of Magnolia-
Feb. 6, 2004.
James Hughes Murray (’43) 87, of Center
Point-Mar. 25, 2004.
Frances Caldwell McLean (’46) 86, of
Arkadelphia- Apr. 28, 2004.

Alum Notes

1950’s
Jane Peters Knickerbocker (B.S.E. ‘68,
M.S.E. ’69) retired in May after teaching
social studies at Fordyce High School for 35
years.

1970’s
Karl Koonce (B.S.E. ’73, M.S.E. ’74) was
inducted into the Arkansas Track Coaches
Association Hall of Fame at the Wyndham
Riverfront in North Little Rock.

1980’s
Gabriele Scheffler Spanel (B.S. ’84)
received a master of science degree in
chemical engineering from the University of
Arkansas-Fayetteville in December.
Carey F. Tucker (B.S.B.A. ’84), a
lieutenant colonel in the Air Force, was
recently named the Deputy Maintenance
Group Commander for the 2nd Bomb
Wing and Barksdale Air Force Base in
Louisiana. The group is 2,500 strong and is
responsible for maintaining 53 B-52 aircraft
and associated munitions and support
equipment. Prior to assuming his new
duties, Carey was commander of the 2nd
Munitions Squadron at Barksdale, the
largest munitions squadron in the Air
Force.
John W. Caver (B.S.B.A. ’87) is the vice
president-retail services at ALLTEL,
responsible for sales and operations of the
NW Arkansas, Eastern Oklahoma and
Missouri markets where ALLTEL provides
wireless service.
James H. Cook (B.S.B.A. ’87, B.F.A. ’89)
has been named a national research chair
for a research initiative sponsored by the
National Association of Student Personnel
Administrators.  He has also been named
the Region III (11 SE states) Chair of a
NASPA Knowledge Community and the
Texas State Director for NASPA.
James P. Caver (B.S. ’89) was named to
“The Best Lawyers under 40 in Dallas” by
D Magazine.  He recently moved his solo
corporate/securities law practice upstairs in
a building in which his wife, Nicole, has
opened an art gallery, the Art House on
Routh, downstairs.  Paul and Nicole
recently hosted an alumni dinner for the
North Texas Alumni Association there.
Janice Goodwin Walker (B.S.N. ’89)
received a M.B.A. from the University of
Phoenix in Health Care Management in
March.

1990’s
Richard Arthur (B.S.E. ’90, M.S.E. ’02)
has been named the new athletic director
and head football coach at Magnet Cove
High School.
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William Bailey (’47) 82, of Arlington,
Texas-Nov. 10, 2003.
Julius Abner Adams (’49) 78, of
Arkadelphia-Mar. 10, 2004.
Marjorie Buck Slaughter (’49)  75, of
Arkadelphia-Apr. 2, 2004.
Walter Irvin Sillivan (’49) 78, of El
Dorado-Feb. 22, 2004.

1950’s
Duffie Buck (’50) 92, of Magnet Cove-
Feb. 17, 2004.
Ford J. Robertson (’50, ’72) 82, of
Arkadelphia-Mar. 23, 2004.
James H. Simms (’50) 80, of Shreveport,
La.-Jan. 16, 2004.
Edna Anderson Bishop (’51) 95, of
Friendship-Jan. 13, 2004.
Vollie Frazier Wood (’51) 73, of Camden-
Mar. 3, 2004.
Rexford Stephens (’52) 74, of
Friendswood, Texas-Mar. 12, 2004.
James M. Reid (’54, ’77) 74, of New
Hope-Jan. 11, 2004.
Emma Sue Smith Ellis (’54) 71, of Little
Rock-Apr. 7, 2004.
Opal McAnally Clark (’55) 88, of
Arkadelphia-Apr. 15, 2004.
Malcolm Leroy Burnette (’56) 72, of
Texarkana-Jan. 29, 2004.
Elizabeth A. Smith (’56) 69, of Lake
Village-Feb. 6, 2004.
Dorothy J. Glover Wood (’58, ’77) 77, of
Arkadelphia-May 4, 2004.
Travis W. Hardaway (’58, ’68) 70, of
Hope-Apr. 29, 2004.

1960’s
Glynn Sharp (’60) 69, of Atkins-Jan. 23,
2004.
Christine Smith Vance (’61) 89, of
Maryland Heights, Mo.-Feb. 28, 2004.
Elizabeth Walthall (’61) 78, of El Dorado-
Jan. 18, 2004.
Barbara G. Bright Gates (’62)  62, of
Crossett-Apr. 22, 2004.
Harold D. Hansford (’62) 68, of
Bismarck-Feb. 10, 2004.
Patricia E. Dunlap (’63) 63, of Hensley-
Jan. 24, 2004.
Manuel B. Whitley (’65) 73, of Bismarck-
Jan. 5, 2004.
John Edward Bius Sr. (’66) 60, of North
Little Rock-Apr. 24, 2004.
Lee Ola Rucker Mills (’66) 88, of
Arkadelphia-Mar. 7, 2004.
Tommy W. Mosier (’67, ’75) 59, of Hope-
Mar. 2, 2004.
Elwin M. Myers, Jr. (’67) 61, of Banner
Elk, N.C.-Apr. 13, 2004.
Zelda Davis Shawler (’68) 88, of
Clarendon-Jan. 29, 2004.

1970’s
Bonnie Gullatt Brown (’70) 79, of Camden-
Apr. 9, 2004.
Sarah Holland Richardson (’70) 87, of Pine
Bluff-May 4, 2004.
John Hugh Harvey (’71, ’77) 62, of Camden-
May 8, 2004.
John P. Goff (’76) 74, of Hot Springs-Mar. 11,
2004.
J. Karen Cash Reeder (’79) 47, of Arkadelphia-
Jan. 21, 2004.

1980’s
SSG Troy Leon Miranda (’82, ’83) 44, of
Wickes-May 20, 2004.

Correction: In a previous issue of the Reddie Report, Dr. David Thomson accepted a painting
donated in memory of Dr. William C. Gentry, first director of the honors program at Henderson.
The cutline incorrectly stated that Gentry painted the picture.

Jerri Dean House-Waite (’83) 43, of
Atlanta, Ga.-Mar. 12, 2004.
Gaylon L. Overton (’84) 51, of Malvern-
Jan. 17, 2004.
Kathryn W. Daniel (’85) 75, of Prescott-
May 1, 3004.

Faculty & Staff
James T. Wright (retired faculty) 78, of
Glenwood-Feb. 1, 2004.
Josh Ware (retired staff ) 77, of
Arkadelphia-Jan. 19, 2004.
Ruth Sturdivant Littlejohn Jordan
(former student) 92, of Madison, Wis.-
Dec. 30, 2003.
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Linn Family Donates Painting

to Russell Fine Arts Center

“Styx and Stones,” an abstract, mixed-media
collage by the late Dr. John Linn, is now in
place outside the Harwood Recital Hall of
Russell Fine Arts Center, a gift of his wife,
Anne Linn, and his daughter, Lizzie Linn
Casanave.

Linn, who served as the dean of the school of
fine arts, the forerunner of Ellis College, was
art historian and professor of art. He earned
his Ph.D. from the University of Georgia
and served both Henderson and The Joint
Education Consortium (JEC) over the years.
As a leader in the artistic and academic
community, Linn’s artwork, including this
painting, was juried and hung in the Delta
Art Show of the Arkansas Arts Council in
Little Rock.

The painting is 48 inches by 72 inches and is
a non-objective collage in saturated color
with found objects imbedded in the surface
of the work.

“It takes all your life and however many
minutes it takes you” to produce a work with
this depth of expression and multiple levels
of interpretation, according to Beverly Buys,
associate professor of art. “It’s the sum of all
your experiences, but you also have to have
that design element in your soul.”

The painting may be viewed in the area
outside the recital hall, which is accessible
from the 12th Street entrance to the building.


