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Season's
Greetings
In some ways, I find it hard to believe December is here already;
in others, this semester seems to have been longer than usual. I
guess it is the learning curve of being a new department chair.
Good news! We have welcomed five (!) new majors this semester!
Three students are licensure candidates; two are non-licensure.
These students are excited to be part of a program you helped
sustain with your investment. They follow in your footsteps, in
your path, and in some cases your lead.
I would like to thank you for being affiliated with our program;
we value your presence and participation in the past, in the
present and in the future. To that end, we welcome your input
regarding some changes to the curriculum; it is time for us to
update for the 21st Century student. If you are interested in
participating, please contact me at maxfieb@hsu.edu, Mr. Greg
Gibson

at

gibsonp@hsu.edu,

or

Nathan

Holloway

at

hollown@hsu.edu.
I would like to close with a year-end wish for you: happiness,
peace, relaxation. These intangibles are so important to our wellbeing and sustenance; may they be the blessings you give and
receive now and always.

Beth Maxfield, Ph.D.
CHAIR, DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH, FOREIGN
LANGUAGES, AND PHILOSOPHY
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SPOTLIGHT
LAURA JENNINGS
Powerful storytelling is a universal tool—my degree had
taught me that.
I remember sitting in Dr. Bailey’s [now Dr. Sturba] Brit
Lit II class one morning eleven years ago when we
opened our books to an introduction on the
Romantics. Although I was always enthusiastic in my
English classes, I had no idea that Romantic poets,
specifically Wordsworth, would direct the course of
my career and profoundly speak to previously
dormant beliefs in my soul and mind. That, in a
nutshell, is what an English degree from Henderson
State University gave to me. More than marking off a
“Bachelor’s Degree” box on applications, the courses
and the experiences formed in me an ability to think
critically and analytically. The English program
cultivated a desire to bring the ideas of justice and
beauty in literature to complete application in
whatever career path I chose.

Romantic literature spoke to the sacredness of nature
and the holiness of open-air cathedrals shaped by
powers that lie beyond the realm of men. This truth that
appealed to me in literature was first realized when I
accepted a position as a Park Guide with the National
Park Service in Hot Springs. Though “park guide” may
be reminiscent of a glorified tour guide, its essence is
that of a storyteller. I earned my living identifying themes,
sub-themes, and supporting documents that I would
weave together into a verbal essay advocating for
conservation. The park service refers to these as
educational programs, but I always viewed them as
works of art, for which a degree in literature prepared me
well.
In the past, I worked as a Park Guide and Park Interpreter
at the National Park Service and Arkansas State Parks. At
each site, I sought to reveal the natural and cultural
resources of the park through educational programming,
appealing to my audiences to recognize the authority of
the park’s resources and history. Over the years, the goal
of my work became transforming a chance passerby into
a steward and advocate; the setting was the site at which
I worked, and the plot was the natural and cultural
history of the site.
I believe that people deserve places where they can go
to experience the profound peace and sublimity of
nature. I came to realize through the years that it was not
enough for me to experience nature and keep the
concepts sparked by the Romantics to myself or to an
audience that I educated at the park. I felt called to fight
for the preservation of public lands—special places
where you and I can experience the wonders of nature
the way that Wordsworth or Coleridge had.
Today, I am the River Corridor Superintendent of Big
Bend Ranch State Park, protecting, sharing, and
managing 56,000 acres of desert wilderness along the
US-Mexico Border. My career truly began with an idea
sparked by literature; it was refined and enriched
through my overall experience with the students, faculty,
and staff at Henderson State University. Each job along
my path helped me find my voice and apply it to a
greater purpose as I continued to explore what mattered
to me and why. Literature is powerful; your words, ideas,
and impressions are powerful. For me, the study of the
written word awoke a story that is still unfolding.
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THE ARTISTRY OF

MARGARITA
PERAZA
RUGELEY
“Los diamantes son para
siempre, las colonias no: el
comercio de las alhajas y su
papel en [la novela filipina]
El Filibusterismo de José
Rizal” presented at LASA
(Latin American Studies
Association) Virtual
Congress: Crisis global,
desigualdades y centralidad
de la vida. May 26-29, 2021.
Topic of my presentation
(and area of expertise):
Spanish Colonial Literature.
https://lasaweb.org/lasa2021
/en/
“Tacones altos y mujeres
pintadas: redefiniciones
posguerras de la femineidad
en Asia y las Américas”.
Accepted at LASA Hybrid
Congress: Polarización
socioambiental y rivalidad
entre grandes potencias.
May 5–8, 2022, virtual and
on-site in San Francisco,
California.
Topic of my presentation
(and area of expertise):
poetry and art.
https://www.lasaweb.org/en/
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I conducted the preliminary
research and wrote the draft
for the justification for
implementing CAPE
(Computer Adaptive
Placement Exams) for
Spanish (this program is
widely used in universities
throughout the country). The
CAPE program allows
students to enroll
appropriately into a Spanish
course that matches their
language proficiency.
The idea was well received
by Dr. Boswell, Dr. Maxfield,
Mr. Gibson, and Dr. Dunn.
Together, we finished the
project, and the higher
levels of the administration
have granted us the
resources; consequently, in
2022, HSU will have CAPE
in operation.
Finally, in addition to her
previous accomplishments,
Dr. Peraza also participated
in the Arkadelphia Festival
of the Arts, where her
paintings were featured.
Some of those pieces can
be seen here.

ON THE CAMINO
WITH DR. MARYJANE DUNN

Throughout the semester at HSU, she has been busy offering
informational sessions about Henderson on the Camino 2022,
the travel adventure trip to Portugal and Spain in May 2022.
Henderson on the Camino 2022 will be the third pilgrimage
trip taken by HSU students (previous pilgrimages were in
2016 and 2018). Participants of Henderson on the Camino will
fly from Little Rock to Porto, Portugal and then bus to their
pilgrimage starting point in the village of Chaves, Portugal.
They will spend the next 13 days hiking the ancient
pilgrimage route to Santiago de Compostela, Spain, the
supposed resting place of the relics of Saint James the
Apostle.
Each day's walk will be between 12 to 18 miles; lodging will
be in albergues (pilgrim hostels), a monastery, and a
farmhouse B&B (no camping!). The route is mountainous, but
consists of trails, medieval and roman roadways, and forest
paths.

Upon arrival in Santiago, the pilgrims will visit the Cathedral
and participate in the medieval/modern rites of visiting the
tomb, hugging the Apostle, and attending a pilgrims' mass.
After that it's full on tourism -- traveling by coach (bus) to
Finisterre ("World's End"), walking on the Atlantic beach to find
our own scallop shell, the medieval symbol of pilgrims to
Santiago.
After three days touring in Santiago and Galicia, we head to
cosmopolitan Madrid where we will shop, enjoy the nightlife,
and visit one of Europe's finest art museums -- the Prado -- as
well as viewing Pablo Picasso's famous mural "Guernika",
before returning to Little Rock on May 22.
There is still room for ONE more participant in the trip (contact
Profe Dunn ASAP). If you simply want to learn more about the
Spain's history, cultura, and Camino there is plenty of room for
you to take the corresponding course in the spring semester:
SPA 4553: Special Topics: Camino de Santiago.
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IN VEGAS &
ON PILGRIMAGE
BY DR. ANDREW BURT

I attended the 118th Annual Pacific and Ancient Modern

I explore Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas (1998), Leaving

Language Association convention in Las Vegas to present

Las Vegas (1995), Viva Las Vegas (1964), and Casino (1995),

my paper, “It’s Probably Not Bat Country: Secular

determining how Las Vegas becomes a destination for

Pilgrimage in the Las Vegas Film,” for a film studies

transformation in each film. Both Fear and Loathing and

panel.

Leaving Las Vegas investigate the destructive allure of the

The conference theme for this year was “City of God, City of
Destruction,” and I wanted to present on a topic that
showed Las Vegas was a destination for not only gambling
and tourism but personal change. I emphasize Las Vegas's
duality as a city that offers great rewards as well as equally
great failures. I developed the paper as I thought about the
annual campus theme, “Pilgrimage: A Transformational
Journey,” and how I could implement it in my Honors
Seminar Presentation. I ended up doing a different, albeit
related, topic for that class, which focused on more
personal, secular pilgrimages and their relation to film,
music, and folklore.
My paper explores the notion that most movies present
outsiders who travel to Las Vegas on quests for experiences
they envision the city will offer them. I examine how these
characters go on pilgrimages in Las Vegas in hopes of
understanding themselves better but end up making
realizations concerning the possibilities of the American
Dream.
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city. Casino attempts to show how outsiders can be
successful despite connections to organized crime, and
Viva Las Vegas presents a simplified view of success that is

reliant on the entertainment business and attractions the
city offers. Each film includes elements of the secular
pilgrimage, approximating a rite of initiation that consists of
a transaction where the characters hope for a payoff while
seeking temporary respite from their daily lives. They search
for “communitas” in a city that may not necessarily fulfill
their expectations.
I attended panels on film, graphic fiction, and folklore and
had a good time listening to other papers, asking questions,
and sharing my research. I also found time to explore Las
Vegas, experiencing some of the tourist off-the-beaten-path
“pilgrimage” sites, perhaps searching for other avenues of
research and enjoying the city.

FACULTY

UPDATES

Dr. Marck Beggs
My original song, "Snoopy," was included in the award-winning documentary, The Man From
Boggy Creek , and my poem, "Cat on a Cold Tin Roof," was set to music by the California
composer Randall Krieger and appears on the newest CD by his band, The Unquiet Grave.
My poem, "Suspension," was included in the anthology, Days of Clear Light , and my story,
"Neighbors," was included in the anthology, Truths We Tell: Stories From the Yarn Stage .

POETRY

PUBLICATION

Tiffany Carter

Shortly before breaking my arm, I submitted
to a few indie literary magazines/journals. To
my much-needed delight, “Lordosis” was
published in the inaugural issue of Lavender
Lime Literary .
Now that I finally have my typing abilities
back, I’ll be exploring more indie publishing
opportunities.
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FACULTY

UPDATES

Dr. Suzanne Tartamella Kordsmeier

Dr. Kordsmeier is currently at work on two
projects: one on silent women on the
Renaissance stage and another on Christian
self-identity and the aesthetics of alienation in
Spenser, Shakespeare, Donne, and Milton.

STUDENT-FOCUSED
Dr. Peggy Sturba
This year, Dr. Sturba served as the thesis committee chair for graduate students (Darla)
Celeste Fishback and Rachel Kelley. Both Fishback and Kelley presented their research
virtually on Thursday, December 9, 2021. Sturba remarked that the two projects embodied her
own research interests as both a scholar of the British Romantics and Victorians and a scholar
of contemporary literature and film studies.
In "Isolation in Mary Shelley's Novels: A Thematic Analysis," Fishback explores a thematic
consistency among Shelley's novels: isolation damages a person's sense of self and emotional
well-being. The inherent originality of Fishback's research lies in the exploration of Shelley's
literary catalog beyond her most popular novel, Frankenstein , and problematizes the longstanding tendency to view Romanticism as the idealization of the solitary self in nature.
In "Ceasing to be a Stigma: Hawthorne, Atwood, and Adapting the Adulteress," Kelley employs
Gerard Genette's theory of hypertextuality to argue that Margaret Atwood's Offred ( The
Handmaid's Tale ) is the reimagined Hester Prynne of Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet
Letter . Furthering the application of hypertextuality, Kelley positions Atwood's Gilead as a
reconceptualized seventeenth-century Massachusetts Bay Colony as apparent in the novels,
film, and television.
Dr. Sturba's abiding passion for the British Romantics and Victorians is evident in her own
scholarship as well, as her essay "Oracular Romanticism and Elizabeth Barrett Browning's 'The
Cry of the Children'" has been requested for re-publication by a peer-reviewed journal. Her
keen interest in contemporary literature, especially multi-ethnic fiction, is demonstrated by
her upcoming presentation on Louisiana , a 1994 novel by Jamaican-born author and
anthropologist Erna Brodber, at the 2022 meeting of the Society for the Study of Multi-Ethnic
Literatures of the U.S., to be held in New Orleans in March.
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DEPARTMENTAL

UPDATES

Alpha Mu Gamma
Alpha Mu Gamma is paying it forward! The students have voted to fund two $250 scholarships
per year through the Henderson Foundation. To be eligible a student must have a 3.0 average
overall and be an AMG member or a declared foreign language major or minor. The
scholarships are competitive and decisions will be made by a committee. These are the first
foreign language based scholarships to be awarded by HSU. We hope HSU graduates will
continue having a heart for language learning, and will support these scholarships with their
monetary donations.

UPCOMING STUDENT PUBLICATION
This semester, former Chancellor Dr. Jim Borsig and Admissions offered mini-grants to programs that
submitted a proposal. Nathan Holloway wrote a proposal to fund the printing of a departmental
student-directed publication. Students will begin working this Spring 2022 semester to name, design,
and request calls for submission to the journal from global authors.
In addition to directing and editing the new publication, students will also participate in workshops with
local high school students about starting and running a small publication. Current Henderson students
will develop the workshop alongside English faculty and make connections with high school students to
promote our exciting program and provide enrichment opportunities for prospective students.
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WHAT ARE FACULTY READING?
JILL BATSON
I am reading a series (on #15 of 23) of James
Burke novels based in Southern Louisiana.
They chronicle the life of the main character,
Dave Robicheaux, who is an on again/off again
detective with the New Iberia Sheriff's
department, from the late 1980s to the present.
The character's major life events are
inextricable from the cultural context of
Southern Louisiana, and I have enjoyed
learning about that context and how it has
changed in the last 40-plus years.

TIFFANY CARTER
After anticipating the ninth Outlander book
all semester long, I am currently practicing
escapism by reading Go Tell the Bees That I Am
Gone by Diana Gabaldon. Though I’m trying to
pace myself, I fear I’ll likely have finished off
the book before I’m even finished grading!

NATHAN HOLLOWAY
In Braiding Sweetgrass, botanist and enrolled
member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation Dr.
Robin Wall Kimmerer braids together a
narrative of indigenous ways of knowing and
scientific knowledge about plant life and the
stories we can harvest from the land. Here’s to
Us is not yet released, but I’ve had it
preordered since the summer and impatiently
await December 28 to find out what happens
to Ben and Arthur in the sequel to What If It’s
Us.
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WHAT ARE FACULTY READING?
DR. BETH MAXFIELD
The Kay Scarpetta crime fiction series,
authored by Patricia Cornwell, is riveting. The
plots are intricate, the characters flawed
humans, the detail precise, and the writing
accurate and eloquently stylish. The Sherlock
Award winner, Cornwell just released the 25th
novel in the series, which of course I am now
reading!

DR. PATTI POBLETE
I've been careening through my list of to-read
books on Goodreads. I've just finished,
"Skyhunter," by Marie Lu, speculative fiction
that melds zombies, post-apocalyptic
technology, and the Indochina refugee crisis.
Another favorite is Natasha Bowen's "Skin of
the Sea," which adapts Hans Christian
Andersen's "Little Mermaid" to the folklore of
various West African cultures. And, of course,
there's Gretchen McCullough's "Because
Internet: Understanding the New Rules of
Language," which will be part of the readings
for Spring semester's Digital Rhetorics course
(hint, hint).

MORE RECOMMENDATIONS
If you're looking for more to read over the
holiday season, here are two additional
recommendations from faculty: Mexican Gothic
by Silvia Moreno-Garcia and This Wound Is a
World by Billy-Ray Belcourt. For fans of the
gothic tradition in literature, Mexican Gothic
brings a slow burn of magical realism, haunted
houses, and the terror of memory in 1950s
Mexico. This Wound Is a World is described as
"part manifesto, part memoir" from a Canadian
poet of the Driftpile Cree Nation.
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(Gerund) by (Place) on a
(Adjective) (Period of Time)
ROBERT FROST
Whose (noun) these are I think I know.
(Pronoun) house is (preposition) the (place) though;
(Pronoun) will not (verb) me (gerund) here
(Infinitive) (pronoun) (noun) fill up with (noun).
My (adjective) horse must think it (adjective)
To stop without a (noun) near
Between the (place) and (adjective) lake
The (adjective) evening of the year.
(Pronoun) gives (pronoun) harness bells a (noun)
To ask if there is some (noun).
The only other sound’s the (noun)
Of (adjective) wind and (adjective + noun).
The woods are (adverb), (adjective) and (adjective),
But I have (plural noun) to keep,
And (plural noun) to go before I (verb),
And (plural noun) to go before I (verb).
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A WINTER (NOUN)
SARA TEASDALE

(Adverb) the bright (noun) whispered,
(Gerund) beneath our (noun);
Behind us as we walked (preposition) the (noun),
Our (plural noun 1) (verb),
Fantastic shapes in (adjective) (noun).
Across the lake the (plural noun 2)
Flew to and fro,
With sharp turns weaving
A frail invisible (noun).
In ecstasy the (noun)
(Verb) the silver (noun);
In ecstasy the (plural noun 2)
Drank the (noun) of (noun);
In ecstasy we (verb)
Drinking the (noun) of (noun).
Had not the (noun) of our (noun)
Sounded its (adjective) note?
But no,
For (adverb), with (adjective) eyes you said,
“Oh (verb)!”
There, on the (adjective) bough of a snow flecked (noun),
Fearless and (adjective) as our love,
A (noun) cocked his (noun)!
Oh who can tell the range of (noun)
Or set the bounds of (noun)?
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