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The mission of the Department of English, Foreign Languages, and Philosophy is to provide 
students with a strong background in English, French, German, and Spanish languages and 
literature and in the discipline of philosophy.  

   
The English curriculum is designed to offer students the opportunity to enhance their critical 
thinking, reading, and writing skills and develop knowledge and appreciation of the English 
language and the literatures of various traditions and civilizations. Students majoring or minoring 
in English also acquire the analytic skills and aesthetic sensibilities which enable them to read, 
understand, appreciate, and evaluate significant works of literature and other texts. The 
professional mission of the department in English instruction is to produce quality graduates who 
possess the knowledge and skills necessary for success as public school teachers, graduate 
students, students of law, or professionals in the world of government and business.   

   
The foreign language curriculum is designed to meet the varying needs for linguistic competence 
in today's world. The emphasis in the first two years of study is on the acquisition of functional 
language skills and on the development of an understanding of the contemporary cultures of the 
countries involved. As students’ progress to the more advanced levels, they further refine their 
communicative language skills while having the opportunity to study literature, culture, and 
civilization. The professional mission of the foreign language programs is to build, first of all, a 
useful degree of functional language skills and cultural sensitivity.   Through the   study of   foreign 
languages, students become acquainted with other modes of thought, expression, and cultural 
perspective and have the opportunity to experience literary masterpieces in their original 
languages. Courses are available leading to the major and minor in Spanish and to minors in French 
and German.  
   
The philosophy curriculum is designed to provide students with the opportunities to develop the 
ability to think logically and critically, to speak and write effectively, to appreciate the complexity 
and diversity of world cultures, to understand the physical universe, and to participate as 
concerned, intelligent citizens in the discipline and in the wider world.  The professional mission 
of the philosophy program is to help students develop the ability to see the interconnectedness of 
all of the academic disciplines, to problem-solve in creative and interdisciplinary ways, and to 
acquire the skills to succeed in graduate work in philosophy and other disciplines, as students of 
law, or professionals in medicine, politics, education, and business.  



   
ENGLISH  
   
Major Requirements for the Bachelor of Arts Degree in English      Hours  

   

  ENG  2013, 2023  World Literature* 3 

  ENG  3063, 3073  Survey of American Literature 3 

  ENG  3083, 3093  Survey of English Literature 3 

 
         Directed English Electives**     18  

  
   Total hours required for major in English         36  

   
*These six hours meet the liberal arts core requirement normally fulfilled by Studies in 

Literature (ENG 2053) or Masters of Western Literature Honors (ENG 2793).  A student may take 
Studies in Literature or Masters of Western Literature Honors before declaring as an English major, 
but only 3 hours of Studies in Literature or Masters of Western Literature Honors will substitute 
for World Lit I, but not for World Lit II.  

   
**The department strongly recommends that students choose elective courses that will expose 

them to a broad range of genres and historical periods.  
   
To receive a degree with a major in English, a student must complete a minimum of six (6) 

semester hours of upperdivision courses in English with a grade of "C" or better at Henderson, 
regardless of the number of hours of transfer credit.  

  Also see institutional requirements for the 
Bachelor of Arts degree.     

Requirements for the BA in English with Teacher Licensure   
   
 In addition to the requirements listed above, students seeking teacher licensure in English must 
earn a minimum of nine (9) hours of 3000- or 4000-level courses in English at Henderson 
(regardless of work taken elsewhere) and earn a grade of C or better in each course.  ENG 4843 
Special Methods: English may not be used to fulfill this requirement.  Directed English Electives 
must include ENG 4163 Modern Grammar, ENG 4453 Advanced Composition, ENG 4563 
Literature for Adolescents and Young Adults, and ENG 4103 Shakespeare.  Students seeking 
Teacher Licensure must also complete the Professional Education Curriculum for 7-12 teachers 
[listed under Secondary (7-12) Education in the Teachers College chapter of this catalog] and must 



fulfill the requirements for Education Track BA/BS (shown in The Senior College section of 
Undergraduate Curricula chapter of this catalog).  Students seeking Teacher Licensure must pass 
six (6) hours of the same foreign language.  

   
 English Minor Requirements          Hours  

   
 ENG  2013, 2023  World Literature*           6  
 ENG  3063, 3073  Survey of American Literature  
         or  
 ENG  3083, 3093  Survey of English Literature      6  
 ENG  4163    Modern Grammar         3  
       Directed English Elective          3    

  
 Total hours required for minor in English **       18  

          
*These six hours meet the liberal arts core requirement normally fulfilled by Studies in 

Literature (ENG 2053) or Masters of Western Literature Honors (ENG 2793).  If a student declares 
an English minor after having taken Studies in Literature or Masters of Western Literature Honors, 
that student may substitute either class for World Lit I, but not for World Lit II.  

   
**If students minoring in English desire teacher certification, they must take an additional six 

(6) hours of electives, including ENG 4453-Advanced Composition. English minors taking the 
Survey of American Literature must choose elective courses in English literature; likewise, those 
taking the Survey of English Literature must choose elective courses in American literature (24 
hours required for certification).  
  Also see institutional requirements for the Bachelor of 

Arts degree.   
   
Writing Specialization Minor  
   

The 18-hour writing specialization minor in English is designed for students planning to enter 
careers or professions such as business, law, public administration, journalism, the sciences, and 
other areas in which writing ability is a crucial qualification.   A student majoring in English may 
not declare a Writing Specialization minor.  An English major may have completion of Writing 
Specialization requirements noted on the transcript.  
   



   Required Courses             Hours        Semester Offered  
  ENG 2133  Rhetoric and Argument     3             Fall  
  ENG 4163  Modern Grammar*       3               Fall, Summer II  
  ENG 3613  Technical Writing           3              Fall, Spring  
  ENG 4453  Advanced Composition*     3              Fall, Spring  
  ENG 4983  Advanced Creative 

Writing*+  
   3              Spring (odd numbered 

years)  
      
   
  
  
  

       One (1) elective from the following list:      Hours    Semester 
Offered**  
    
  MMC 4223  Magazine and Feature Writing         3       
          MMC  4293  Creative Non-fiction                      3      
          MMC  4303  Online Journalism                               _3_    
  
       Total hours required                   18  

    
   *May count as English Major electives  
   +Prerequisite: ENG 2503 Introduction to Creative Writing  
   **Check with Communication and Theatre Arts Department    

  
Film Studies Minor  
   
The Film Studies minor and certificate offers a wide array of interdisciplinary courses aimed at 
developing skills in close analysis and critical writing, provoking theoretical and methodological 
reflection, and deepening students’ historical knowledge of film and media practices.  As befits 
the interdisciplinary character of our program, we have many rich connections with disciplines 
such as art history, comparative literature, the various national literatures, languages and cultures, 
gender studies, cultural studies, history and others.  
   
Required courses (12 hours) for Certificate and Minor:  
THA 3423: Movie Appreciation and Enjoyment  
ENG 4383: Literature and Film  
One of the Special Topics (ENG 4963, IMD 4053, or COM 4003)  
COM 4493: Preproduction OR COM 4503: Postproduction  
                
Electives for minor (two courses in addition to the required courses above):  
ENG 4963: Special Topics (when appropriate)  
ART 4823: Motion Graphics  



ART 4583: Advanced Studio Media and Design (when appropriate)  
ART 4783: History of Photography  
IMD 4053: Special Topics (when appropriate)  
THA 3503: Acting for the Camera  
THA2273: Costuming for Stage, TV, and Film  
THA2293: Stage and Studio Makeup  
THA3083: Stage and Studio 
Lighting COM 4003: Special Topics 
(when appropriate)   
Film Studies Certificate  
  

 Required Courses        Hours        

  
THA 3423: Movie Appreciation and Enjoyment    3  
 ENG 4383: Literature and Film        3    
One Special Topics: ENG 4963, IMD 4053, OR COM 4003)  3  
COM 4493: Preproduction OR COM 4503: Postproduction    3  

  
Total hours for completion of certificate      12               

   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Academic and Professional Writing Certificate  
  
  The 12-hour writing certificate in Academic and Professional Writing is designed for 
students planning to enter careers or professions such as business, law, public administration, 
journalism, the sciences, and other areas in which good writing ability is a crucial qualification.   

   Required Courses        Hours  

Choose TWO of the following:  
  

   ENG 2133: Rhetoric and Argument     3  
   ENG 3613: Technical Writing      3  
   ENG 4453: Advanced Composition     3  
 ENG 4643: Rhetoric and Composition    3  

  
Choose TWO of the following:  



    
 MMC 4223: Magazine and Feature Writing    3  

  MMC 3103: Advanced Reporting      3 
  MMC 3203: Sports Reporting      3  

   MMC 4303: Online Journalism      3  
  

 Total hours for completion of certificate:      12  
  
Creative Writing Certificate  
   
 The Creative Writing Certificate is a minimum 12-credit-hour (4-course) program designed to 
provide students with the tools for a deeper understanding of how to use language to express the 
intricacies of human experience.  The Creative Writing Certificate gives students the opportunity 
to undertake creative writing projects—especially the writing of poetry, fiction, screenplays, and 
non-fiction—which emphasize the process of writing as well as the end product.  In their classes, 
students read and study a variety of key published works, write from prompts and assignments, 
and learn techniques for harnessing their own creative resources.  The peer workshop, or group 
critique of student writing, is the cornerstone of growth as a writer.    

   Required Courses                                                                 Hours  
  

   ENG  2503 Introduction to Creative Writing        3  
   ENG  3143 Form and Theory: Poetry    
         or  
   ENG  3153 Form and Theory: Fiction                        3  
  ENG       4983        Advanced Creative Writing                                   3  

    

ONE of the following:  
  

   MMC  3493  Preproduction, or  
   THA  2413  Playwriting, or  
   MMC  4293 Creative Nonfiction, or  
   MMC  4223 Magazine and Feature Writing, or  
   ENG  4___ Any 4000-level literature course                         3  

    
    
  
  
  
  
  



  
  
Courses in English  
   
The prerequisite for all 2000-level and above English courses is satisfactory completion 
(with a grade of C or higher) of Freshman English (ENG 1463 and ENG 1473 or their 
equivalents).    
   
ENG 0423.  Basic English. A course designed for those students with ACT scores in English in a 
range mandated by the Arkansas Department of Higher Education. The course emphasizes a basic 
review of grammar and usage. Students will work on developing quality theses, topic sentences, 
paragraphs, and essays in preparation for the work of credit-level composition. ENG 0423 is a non-
degree-credit course. If required, must be completed with a “C” or better.  
   
ENG 1463 (ENGL1013).  Freshman English A. A course designed primarily to develop in the 
student, by working with a variety of texts, the ability to read with understanding and appreciation, 
to think coherently, to gain knowledge of the structure of the language, and to write clearly and 
effectively. Must be completed with a “C” or better. Prerequisite: ACT score in English of 19, or 
equivalent score on alternate test, or a “C” or better in ENG 0423.  
   
ENG 1473 (ENGL1023).  Freshman English B.  A course designed as a sequel to ENG 1463 to 
refine the ability to think logically and coherently; to read with understanding, critical acumen, 
and appreciation; to gain further knowledge of the structure of the language; and to write clearly 
and effectively. The study of short stories, poetry, drama, and essays provides topical ideas for 
essays. Must be completed with a “C” or better before enrolling in any other English course. 
Prerequisite: ENG 1463 with a grade of “C” or better.  
   
ENG 1803.  Honors Freshman English. A course focusing on the writing process, particularly as 
it relates to analysis, evaluation, and argumentation. The study of fiction, poetry, and drama 
provides the student the opportunity to read carefully and critically, to cultivate an appreciation of 
literature, and to work toward both oral and written expression characterized by clarity, coherence, 
completeness, economy, specificity, and correctness. Substitutes for ENG 1473, Freshman English 
B. Prerequisite: honors standing.  
   
ENG 2013.  World Literature I (ENGL2113).  A survey of major works of world literature 
through the 17th century.  Prerequisites:  ENG 1463 and ENG 1473 (or equivalent preparation) with 
a "C" or better.  Counts toward the English major and minor.   
   
ENG 2023. World Literature II (ENGL2123).  A survey of major works of world literature from 
the 18th century to the present.  Prerequisites:  ENG 1463 and ENG 1473 (or equivalent preparation) 
with a "C" or better.  Counts toward the English major and minor.   
   
ENG 2053 (ENGL2213).  Studies in Literature.  A general education course designed to offer 
students opportunities to read closely, analyze, evaluate, discuss, write about, and come to 



appreciate great literature.  Depending upon the instructor, the course may be genre based, author 
based, period based, or any combination.  Check with instructor for class focus.  Prerequisites:  
ENG 1463 and ENG 1473 (or equivalent preparation) with a “C” or better.   
   
ENG 2133.  Rhetoric and Argument.  A writing course designed to develop reasoning skills, 
persuasion techniques, and revising strategies to maximize effectiveness of argumentation.  By 
examining readings on both sides of controversial issues, students will learn to evaluate evidence, 
identify errors in logic, and prepare counterarguments. Class discussion on the readings and the 
issues will also give students opportunity to develop public debating skills.  Does not count toward 
English major or minor.  
   
ENG 2503 (ENGL2013).  Introduction to Creative Writing. A combination lecture/workshop 
course in which students will produce and critique original works of poetry and fiction.  Students 
will also study issues related to contemporary literary styles and publication (both in print and on 
the Internet).  Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of freshman English requirements. Does not 
count toward English major or minor.  
    
ENG 2793.  Masters of Western Literature-Honors.   A general education course designed to 
offer students opportunities to read, analyze, evaluate, discuss, write about, and come to appreciate 
works by writers in the Western tradition.  Begins with works from the ancient period and 
continues to works from the contemporary era.  Individual and group projects augment the 
curriculum.  Prerequisites:  ENG 1463 and ENG 1473 (or equivalent preparation) with a “C” or 
better.  
  
ENG 3043.  Non-Western Literature.  A study of the literature of those cultures not included in 
the Western tradition.  Texts read in the course will include those by Africans, Asians, Latin 
Americans, and writings from the nations of Islam.  Readings may include classical non-Western 
works at the discretion of the instructor; however, the major focus of the course will be on more 
contemporary texts to provide students with some insight into divergent world views as seen 
through modern non-Western literature. Fulfills non-western requirement and 3 hours of English 
major or minor.  
   
ENG 3063. Survey of American Literature I.  A survey covering significant writers and works 
from the pre-colonial and/or colonial periods through the Civil War.    
   
ENG 3073. Survey of American Literature II.  A survey covering significant writers and works 
after the Civil War and through the contemporary period.  
   
ENG 3083.  Survey of English Literature I. A survey of British literature from the Medieval 
period through the Enlightenment.   
   
ENG 3093.  Survey of English Literature II. A survey of British literature from the Romantic, 
Victorian, and Modern periods.  
   



ENG 3143.  Form and Theory: Poetry.  Students in this course will focus on the theories and 
aesthetics of contemporary poetry.  How has it evolved from the Modern Era? What kind of formal 
choices are contemporary poets making within their work?  Readings will include theory and 
poetry and will cover, but not be limited to, such topics as prosody, imagery, diction, and voice.  
Some literary criticism will be included, but primary attention will be given to essays by poets 
writing about their own processes. Prerequisites: ENG 2503.  
   
ENG 3153.  Form and Theory: Fiction. Students in this course will focus on the theories and 
aesthetics of contemporary fiction.  How has it evolved from the Modern Era? What kind of formal 
choices are contemporary writers making within their work?  Readings will include theory and 
fiction and will cover, but not be limited to, such topics as viewpoint, characters, style, plot, story 
structure, and setting.  Some literary criticism will be included, but primary attention will be given 
to essays by writers writing about their own processes. Prerequisites: ENG 2503.  
   
ENG 3313.  University Writing.  A course designed to enhance students’ critical, analytical, and 
writing skills by working with a variety of texts. Must be completed with a “C” or better. Does not 
count toward the English major or minor. Can fulfill the junior/senior-level writing course 
requirement in the Liberal Arts Core.  
   
ENG 3613.  Technical Writing.  A service course for majors in business, pre-engineering, 
nursing, pre-law, mass media, and the sciences.  Required for Writing Specialization minor. Does 
not count toward the English major or minor. Can fulfill the junior/senior-level writing course 
requirement in the Liberal Arts Core.    
   
ENG 4103, 5103. Shakespeare.  An intensive study of the poetry and plays of William 
Shakespeare.  Required for teacher certification in English.  
   
ENG 4123, 5123. Renaissance Literature of England.  A survey of the major historians, poets, 
and dramatists of the late 16th and early 17th centuries, excluding Shakespeare.  
   
ENG 4143, 5143.  Introduction to the Theory and Practice of Tutoring and Teaching Writing.  
Both graduate and undergraduate students enrolled in this course will engage in an intensive study 
of the scholarly literature and practices of one-on-one peer tutoring and the teaching of writing. 
Prerequisites: ENG 1463 and ENG 1473 with a “C” or better.  
   
ENG 4163, 5163.  Modern Grammar.  An analysis of the English language through descriptive, 
generative, and performance models.  Content includes intensive analysis of the structure and 
syntax of English.  Required for teacher certification in English.     
ENG 4173, 5173. Modern Drama.  A study of American and European drama from 1890 to 
present.   
   
ENG 4193, 5193. Victorian Literature.  A study of prose and poetry of the British Victorian era.   
   
ENG 4203, 5203. English Romantic Literature. A study of the tenets of Romanticism and a 
survey of significant texts of the British Romantic Period.   



   
ENG 4213, 5213.  English and Its Development.  A study of the development of the English 
language from its earliest recorded varieties to its present-day varieties.  Entails the examination 
of changes that have taken place in its phonology, morphology, lexicon, orthography, and syntax.  
To account for these changes, students will examine the language within the ebb and flow of its 
social, political, and intellectual contexts.   
   
ENG 4223, 5223. American Novel.  A study of significant American novelists from the early 
republic through the contemporary period.  
   
ENG 4303, 5303. Literature of the American South.  A study of selected authors and texts 
originating from and/or commenting upon the southern United States, the Caribbean, Central 
America, and/or South America.  This course also involves the examination of Southern Literature 
as a category, tracing its formation, evolution, and revision from colonial times through the present.      
ENG 4323, 5323. Greek Drama.  A study of tragedy and comedy from the classical Greek period.   
   
ENG 4353, 5353. Eighteenth-Century English Literature.  A survey of poetry and prose from 
the Restoration and Enlightenment through the earliest manifestations of British Romanticism.  
  
ENG 4363, 5363.  The Bible as Literature.  There is little doubt that the Bible is one of the 
most influential and most often quoted or alluded to texts in Western Civilization, and, as such, 
merits special study.  Although written in different languages by a varied collection of people 
over a period of many centuries, the Bible nevertheless displays a remarkable thematic unity.  
This course examines the Bible—Hebrew Bible and New Testament—from primarily a literary 
perspective, exploring the variety of literary genres—history, biography, genealogy, poetry, 
songs, myth, wisdom literature, letters, and prophecy—present in this remarkable text.  This is 
neither a religion class nor a theology class but rather a literature class, and no particular 
religious or theological perspective will be promulgated.  Prerequisites: ENG 1463 and ENG 
1473 (or equivalent preparation) with a “C” or better.  

ENG 4373, 5373.  African-American Literature.  A survey of African-American literature in 
its various forms from the colonial period through the twentieth century.  This course examines 
the wide array of African-American literary forms, including, but not limited to, the slave 
narrative, the essay, the folktale, the blues, poetry, the short story, drama, and the novel from 
various perspectives.  Prerequisites: ENG 1463 and ENG 1473 (or equivalent preparation) with a 
“C” or better.  

ENG 4383, 5383.  Literature and Film.  This course explores the longstanding and ongoing 
connections between literature and film by studying a variety of literary forms (short stories, 
non-fiction, graphic and traditional novels, plays, poems) alongside related films, genres, and 
cinematic movements.  Students may take the course twice for credit if the focus is different.  
Prerequisites: ENG 1463 and ENG 1473 (or equivalent preparation) with a “C” or better.  

ENG 4403, 5403. Topics in Women’s Literature.   This course will focus on poetry, prose, and/or 
drama by women.  Topics will vary.  For example, the course may be a survey of literature written 
by women of a particular period, movement, or culture; an examination of the works of an 
individual woman writer; or a cross-cultural exploration of a particular theme within women’s 



literature.  Course content varies, so students may take this course twice for a total of six hours of 
credit if the topics are different. Prerequisite: Junior standing or consent of the instructor.  
   
ENG 4453, 5453. (WI) Advanced Composition.  An emphasis on composing texts that range in 
form and content, including research and argumentation. Attention to scholarly and academic 
writing conventions is emphasized. Required for teacher certification in English. Can fulfill the 
junior/senior-level writing course requirement in the Liberal Arts Core.    
    
ENG 4533, 5533. The Romantic Movement in American Literature. A study of the 
characteristics of the American Romantic Movement in literature and a survey of representative 
writers of the period.  
   
  
  
ENG 4563, 5563.  Literature for Adolescents and Young Adults.  A study of western and 
nonwestern literature for and about adolescents and/or young adults; critical study, interpretation, 
and evaluation of the genre; examination of modes and themes found in the literature; selection of 
literature appropriate for use in 7th-12th grade classrooms.   Selections span classic to contemporary 
and include the play, novel, short story, poem, graphic novel, film, and other genres appropriate 
for and attractive to adolescents and young adults, as well as interdisciplinary methods, media, and 
materials for selecting, teaching, assessing, facilitating, and encouraging student reading, including 
English language learners.  Standards of both NCTE/CAEP and CCSS are addressed.  Required 
for Teacher Licensure in English.  Open to all students, including English majors and minors, who 
have satisfactorily completed Freshman English requirements.   
   
ENG 4583, 5583. International Short Story. A study of the short story as a genre, including its 
history and development up to the present. Writers from various countries will be represented.  
  
ENG 4593, 5593. English Novel: 1830-1950.   A study of significant British novels of the 
Victorian and modern eras.   
   
ENG 4603, 5603. Contemporary Literature. An emphasis on post-World War II American and 
British fiction with some attention to nonfiction, poetry, and drama.  
   
ENG 4633, 5633. Introduction to Literary Criticism. A study of the various approaches to 
literary criticism, their historical development, and their practical applications. Students will also 
examine the close relationship between criticism and literary research.  
   
ENG 4643, 5643. (WI) Rhetoric and Composition. This course reviews rhetorical theories from 
classic through contemporary, with an emphasis on the application of theory to the teaching of 
composition.  Includes grounding in the development of composition as an academic discipline as 
well as modern uses and misuses of rhetoric in the public sphere.  
   



ENG 4653, 5653. Medieval Literature.   A study of representative British, Scandinavian, 
Icelandic, and Continental texts dating from c. 450-1500 CE.   
   
ENG 4663, 5663. Introduction to Linguistics. A survey of major historical schools of linguistics 
with emphasis upon contemporary theory and its application to the understanding and teaching of 
English.  
   
ENG 4673, 5673. English Novel to 1830.   A study of significant British novels through the early 
19th century with emphasis on the evolution of the novel form.   
   
ENG 4713, 5713.  Graphic Novel Seminar. This course is designed to help the student understand 
how the comics art form is used to support ideological perspectives, develop particular themes, 
enact different genres, or how it has been uniquely utilized by notable creators. Topics may include, 
but are not limited to, the immigrant experience, the memoir, the works of Dan Clowes, and the 
American Monomyth. Because the course content will vary, students may take the course twice 
for six hours of credit.  
  
ENG 4843. Special Methods: English. Special methods in the teaching of English.  Required for 
Teacher Licensure in English.  Does not count toward English major or minor.  
   
ENG 4963, 5963.  Special Topics.  This course focuses on various genres and themes in literature 
and language as well as individual authors. Topics may include, but are not limited to, specialized 
literature and/or writing, as the professor deems appropriate. Course content varies, so students 
may take this course twice for a total of six hours of credit if the topics are different. Prerequisite: 
Junior standing or consent of the instructor.   
   
ENG 4983, 5983.  Advanced Creative Writing.  In this course, students will not only continue 
to develop and refine the portfolios they started in Introduction to Creative Writing, but will also 
delve more deeply into the intellectual life of the writer.  To that end, contemporary fiction and 
poetry will be analyzed through a series of book reviews and formal explications of individual 
poems, stories, plays, and other creative projects.  Prerequisite:  ENG 2503 or consent of instructor.     
  
  
FRENCH  
   

The French program offers courses that fulfill the foreign language requirement for the B.A. 
degree and more advanced courses for French minors.  Freshmen and transfer students seeking a 
B.A. degree and choosing to satisfy the foreign language requirement by taking French are required 
to take FRE 1013 (French 1)—unless they have already taken and passed, at an accredited and 
approved institution, a university-level French course OR they have passed the appropriate CLEP 
test.  (Students can receive up to twelve hours of CLEP credit for French, but the test must be taken 
before students begin taking courses in university-level French.).   French courses should be taken 
sequentially and without interruption.   



  Minor requirements are 17 hours including FRE 1102 and at least one class at 
the 3000-level or above.    
Courses in French  
   
FRE 1013. French 1.  A beginning course designed for students having little or no knowledge of 
French. Emphasis on basic oral and aural skills necessary to participate in simple conversations 
about one's immediate environment.   Development of reading and writing skills needed for basic 
functioning in a French-speaking situation. In the context of the development of language skills, 
students are introduced to contemporary culture and customs of the French-speaking world. Stress 
is placed on vocabulary acquisition, pronunciation and command of elementary structure.  
   
FRE 1023. French 2.  A continuation of FRE 1013. Continued vocabulary acquisition, 
development of conversational and comprehension skills. Further development of reading and 
writing skills. Students learn to express a sequence of events and deal with the expression of more 
abstract ideas. Cultural emphasis is on the modern world with readings from contemporary sources.  
Prerequisite: FRE 1013 or equivalent.  
  
FRE 1102.  French Pronunciation and Phonetics.  This course will teach students to pronounce 
and read French while learning French grammar as well as amplifying listening and language 
production skills.  This course is required for the French minor.  

   
FRE 1146.  Intensive Elementary French.  Similar to FRE 1013, 1023.  Offered only as part of 
special programs.  
   
FRE 2033. French 3.  A course designed for those having command of the basic structures of 
French. Further development of conversational, aural comprehension, reading and writing skills. 
Cultural emphasis is primarily on the modern world; however, materials selected provide insight 
into the roots of modern culture. Prerequisite: FRE 1023 or equivalent. (FRE 2033 is considered 
upper-level credit in computing the required number of hours of senior college work.)  
   
FRE 2043. French 4.  A continuation of FRE 2033 designed to increase students' conversational, 
comprehension, reading and writing skills. Materials are selected to provide a wide range of 
linguistic experience and cultural insight. Prerequisite: FRE 2033 or equivalent. (FRE 2043 is 
considered upper-level credit in computing the required number of hours of senior college work.)  
  FRE 2156.  Intensive Intermediate French.  Similar to French 2033, 2043.    Offered only 
as part of special programs.  
   
FRE 3093.  Advanced French Conversation and Composition. A course designed specifically 
to increase students' conversational fluency and writing proficiency on a wide variety of topics. 
Opportunity for individualized projects designed to meet the needs of the individual student for 
specialized or technical language. Prerequisite: FRE 2033 or equivalent.  
   



FRE 3201-3.  Independent Study. A course designed to meet the needs of the individual student. 
Prerequisite: FRE 2043. Permission to enroll must be granted by the department chair, the foreign 
language coordinator, and the instructor.  
   
FRE 3223.  French Culture and Civilization. A course of readings and lectures exploring the 
historical development of France emphasizing the contributions   made to the arts, sciences, 
philosophy, and political thought. Conducted in French. Prerequisite: FRE 2033 or equivalent.  
   
FRE 3243.  Introduction to French Literature. An overview of the major periods of French 
literature. Provides an introduction to the "explication du texte," a writing technique commonly 
used in literary criticism and analysis. Reading selections include short works and excerpts in 
modern French. Conducted in French. Prerequisite: FRE 2033 or equivalent.  
   
FRE 4873.  Special Methods.  Special Methods in the teaching of foreign language.  Pre-requisite 
FRE 2033.  Does not count toward the French minor.  Cross-listed as GER 4873 and SPA 4873.    
   
GERMAN  
   

The German program offers courses that fulfill the foreign language requirement for the B.A. 
degree and more advanced courses for German minors.  Freshmen and transfer students seeking a 
B.A. degree and choosing to satisfy the foreign language requirement by taking German are 
required to take GER 1013 (German 1)—unless they have already taken and passed, at an 
accredited and approved institution, a university-level German course OR they have passed the 
appropriate CLEP test.  (Students can receive up to twelve hours of CLEP credit for German, but 
the test must be taken before students begin taking courses in university-level German.).   German 
courses should be taken sequentially and without interruption.   
   
Minor Requirements are 17 hours including GER 1102 and at least one class at the 
3000-level or above.    
Courses in German  
   
GER 1013. German 1.  A beginning course designed for students having little or no knowledge 
of German. Emphasis on basic oral and aural skills necessary to participate in simple conversations 
about one's immediate environment. Development of reading and writing skills needed for basic 
functioning in a German-speaking situation. In the context of the development of language skills, 
students are introduced to contemporary culture and customs of the German-speaking world. Stress 
is placed on vocabulary acquisition, pronunciation and command of elementary structure.  
   
GER 1023. German 2.  A continuation of GER 1013. Continued vocabulary acquisition, 
development of conversational and comprehension skills. Further development of reading and 
writing skills. Students learn to express a sequence of events and deal with the expression of more 
abstract ideas. Cultural emphasis is on the modern world with readings from contemporary sources.  
Prerequisite: GER 1013 or equivalent.  



  
GER 1102.  German Pronunciation and Phonetics.  This course will teach students to pronounce 
and read German while learning German grammar as well as amplifying listening and language 
production skills.  This course is required for the German minor.  
   
GER 1146.  Intensive Elementary German.  Similar to GER 1013 and 1023.  Offered only as 
part of special programs.  
   
GER 2033. German 3.  A course designed for those having command of the basic structures of 
German. Further development of conversational, aural comprehension, reading and writing skills. 
Cultural emphasis is primarily on the modern world; however, materials selected provide insight 
into the roots of modern culture. Prerequisite: GER 1023 or equivalent. (GER 2033 taken at 
Henderson is considered upper-level credit in computing the required number of hours of senior 
college work.)  
   
GER 2043. German 4.  A continuation of GER 2033 designed to increase students' conversational, 
comprehension, reading and writing skills. Materials are selected to provide a wide range of 
linguistic experience and cultural insight. Prerequisite: GER 2033 or equivalent. (GER 2043 taken 
at Henderson is considered upper-level credit in computing the required number of hours of senior 
college work.)  
   
GER 2156.  Intensive Intermediate German.  Similar to German 2033 and German 2043.  
Offered only as part of special programs.  
   
GER 3093.   Advanced German Conversation and Composition. A course designed specifically 
to increase students' conversational fluency and writing proficiency on a wide variety of topics. 
Opportunity for individualized projects designed to meet the needs of the individual student for 
specialized or technical language. Prerequisite: GER 2033 or equivalent.  
   
GER 3201-3.  Independent Study. A course designed to meet the needs of the individual student. 
Prerequisite: GER 2043 or equivalent. Permission to enroll must be granted by the department 
chair and the instructor.  Only two Independent Study classes may count toward the major.  
   
GER 3223.  German Culture and Civilization. Readings and lectures exploring the culture and 
civilization of the Germanspeaking world from prehistoric times to the present. Covers major 
contributions in art, architecture, music, literature, philosophy, and the sciences. Conducted in 
German. Prerequisite: GER 2033 or equivalent.  
   
GER 3243.  Introduction to German Literature. A historical overview of German literature 
providing an introduction to significant genres, major authors and periods, including the folk 
tradition. Reading selections include short works and excerpts in modern German. Conducted in 
German. Prerequisite: GER 2033 or equivalent.  
   



GER 4873.  Special Methods.  Special Methods in the teaching of foreign language.  Pre-requisite 
GER 2033.  Does not count toward the German minor.  Cross-listed as FRE 4873 and SPA 4873.  

  
SPANISH  

  

   
The Spanish curriculum provides students with the opportunity to learn a foreign language 

spoken by millions of people and to learn about Spanish-speaking cultures worldwide.  The 
program offers courses that fulfill the foreign language requirement for the B.A. degree—two 
semesters of Spanish at the 2000 level or above—as well as more advanced courses for Spanish 
majors and minors.  Spanish courses should be taken sequentially and without interruption.  

    
Freshmen seeking a B.A. degree who have taken at least two years of Spanish classes in high 

school and choose to satisfy the foreign language requirement by taking Spanish are encouraged 
to take SPA 1023 (Spanish 2); these students who then successfully complete Spanish 2 (SPA 1023 
with an A or B may apply to have Spanish 1 (SPA 1013) waived. Freshman who have graduated 
from high school with an IB degree or who have taken a Spanish AP exam should speak with a 
Spanish professor about proper course placement and awarded credits, which vary by AP score 
and test.  Students may receive up to twelve credits in Spanish (Spanish 1, 2, 3, 4) through the 
CLEP exam.  The CLEP exam must be taken before students begin taking courses in university-
level Spanish.   

  
Heritage speakers (those who have grown up speaking Spanish at home) and native speakers 

should speak with a Spanish advisor before enrolling.  
   
Major Requirements for the Bachelor of Arts Degree   
  
Major requirements are 36 credit hours of any combination of Spanish courses at level 2000 or 
higher, all with a passing grade of C or above. This may include SPA 2033 and 2043, (Spanish 3 
and 4). Within the 36 credits Advanced Spanish Conversation (SPA 3063) and one Spanish 
Writing Intensive classes are required.  

--An appropriate course (up to three credits) may be taken from another department (for example 
GEO 3153 Geography of Latin America) with prior permission of the department chair. 
Permission must be granted before the course is taken to be counted toward the Spanish major.  

--Credits awarded through the CLEP or AP exams, and/or IB degree for Spanish 3 and / or 
Spanish 4 will apply toward the total 36 hours of the Spanish major. Note: Spanish 1 and Spanish 
2 do not count toward the Spanish major in the B.A. program.   

Total Required Hours for Major: 36    



To receive a B.A. degree in Spanish from Henderson State University, a student must complete at 
Henderson a minimum of nine (9) semester hours of upper-division course work in Spanish with 
a grade of "C" or better.  
   
  
  
  
  
Minor Requirements  
   

Minor requirements are 18 hours, at least six hours of which must be 3000-level or above taken 
at HSU, all with a passing grade of C or better.     
  
SPANISH AP CREDITS: The course credits awarded for successful completion of an AP exam 
vary based on which of the two AP Spanish exams is taken, and the score made on the exam, as 
follows:  

Spanish Language and Culture AP test -- a "3" = 6 hours of credit:  1013, 1023 (Spanish 1 & 2)  

Spanish Language and Culture AP test -- a "4" = 6 hours of credit:  2033, 2043 (Spanish 3 & 4)  

Spanish Language and Culture AP test -- a "5" = 9 hours of credit:  2033, 2043, 3613 or 3623 
(Spanish 3 & 4 and either Spanish or Latin American Culture)  

Spanish Literature and Culture AP test -- a "3" = 6 hours of credit: 1013, 1023 (Spanish 1 & 2)  

Spanish Literature and Culture AP test -- a "4" = 6 hours of credit: 2033, 2043 (Spanish 3 & 4)  

Spanish Literature and Culture AP test -- a "5" = 9 hours of credit: 2033, 2043, 3243 (Spanish 3 
& 4 and Introduction to Hispanic Literature)  

    
Courses in Spanish  
   
SPA 1013 (SPAN1013).  Spanish 1.  A beginning course  designed for students having little or 
no knowledge of Spanish. Emphasis on basic oral and aural skills necessary to participate in simple 
conversations about one's immediate environment. Development of reading and writing skills 
needed for basic functioning in a Spanish-speaking situation. In the context of the development of 
language skills, students are introduced to contemporary culture and customs of the Spanish-
speaking world. Stress is placed on vocabulary acquisition, pronunciation and command of 
elementary structure.  
   
SPA 1023 (SPAN1023).  Spanish 2.  A continuation of SPA 1013. Continued vocabulary 
acquisition, development of conversational and comprehension skills. Further development of 
reading and writing skills. Students learn to express a sequence of events and deal with the 
expression of more abstract ideas. Cultural emphasis is on the modern world with readings from 
contemporary sources.  Prerequisite: SPA 1013 or equivalent.  



   
SPA 1146.  Intensive Spanish 1 and 2.  Similar to SPA 1013, 1023.  Normally offered only during 
summer sessions.  
   
SPA 2033 (SPAN2013).  Spanish 3.  A course designed for those having command of the basic 
structures of Spanish. Further development of conversational, aural comprehension, reading and 
writing skills. Cultural emphasis is primarily on the modern world; however, materials selected 
provide insight into the roots of modern culture.  Prerequisite: SPA 1023 or equivalent. (SPA 2033 
is considered upper-level credit in computing the required number of hours of senior college work.)  
   
SPA 2043 (SPAN2023).  Spanish 4.  A continuation of SPA 2033 designed to increase students' 
conversational, comprehension, reading and writing skills. Materials are selected to provide a wide 
range of linguistic experience and cultural insight. Prerequisite: SPA 2033 or equivalent. (SPA 
2043 is considered upper-level credit in computing the required number of hours of senior college 
work.)  
   
SPA 2156.  Intensive Spanish 3 and 4.  Similar to SPA 2033, 2043.  Normally offered only during 
summer sessions.  
   
SPA 3063. Advanced Spanish Conversation.  A course designed specifically to increase 
conversational fluency in Spanish. Prerequisite: SPA 2033 or equivalent. Required for majors.   
   
SPA 3073. (WI) Spanish Composition. A course designed specifically to increase writing 
proficiency in Spanish. Prerequisite: SPA 2033 or equivalent. Required for majors.   
  SPA 3201-3.  Independent Study. A course designed to meet the needs of the individual student. 
Prerequisite: SPA 2043.  
Permission to enroll must be granted by the instructor and the chair of the department.  
   
SPA 3243. Introduction to Hispanic Literature.  A historical overview of Hispanic literature 
providing an introduction to the works of major authors and significant genres (fiction, nonfiction, 
poetry, and drama).  Reading selections include short works and excerpts in modern Spanish.  
Conducted primarily in Spanish.  Prerequisite:  SPA 2033 or equivalent.  
   
SPA 3253. Hispanic Short Story.  Reading and discussion of short stories from a variety of 
authors, both from Spain and the New World.  Special emphasis given to the contemporary period.  
Conducted primarily in Spanish.  Prerequisite: SPA 2033 or equivalent.  
   
SPA 3533. Introduction to Spanish Translation.  A course designed for students seeking to 
refine their technical abilities in translating Spanish to English and English to Spanish.  Particular 
attention is given to the linguistic and socio-linguistic issues involved in the translation.  
Contemporary sources such as short literary works as well as articles in a variety of fields are used 
as examples for the theory and practice of translation.  Prerequisite: SPA 2033 or equivalent.    
   



SPA 3613. Culture & Civilization of Spain.  Readings and lectures exploring the culture and 
civilization of Spain from early history to the present.  Conducted primarily in Spanish.  
Prerequisite: SPA 2033 or equivalent.  
   
SPA 3623. Culture & Civilization of Latin America.  Readings and lectures exploring the culture 
and civilization of the Spanish-speaking Americas from early history to the present.  Emphasis is 
placed on those aspects of culture which are common to all or many of the Spanish-speaking 
countries of the New World.  Conducted primarily in Spanish.  Prerequisite: SPA 2033 or 
equivalent.  
   
SPA 4053. Advanced Spanish Grammar.  A course designed for students seeking to refine their 
technical skills, especially in the written language.  Prerequisite: Completion of a minimum three 
hours of Spanish at or above the 3000-level.  
   
SPA 4123. Survey of Spanish American Literature I. A survey of major works from the period 
of discovery to the Mexican Revolution. Prerequisite: SPA 2043 or equivalent.  
   
SPA 4133. Survey of Spanish American Literature II. A survey of major works from the 
Mexican Revolution to the present. Prerequisite: SPA 2043 or equivalent.  
   
SPA 4513. Survey of Spanish Literature I. A survey of major works from the beginning through 
the seventeenth century. Prerequisite: SPA 2043 or equivalent.  
   
SPA 4523. Survey of Spanish Literature II. A survey of major works from the eighteenth century 
to the present. Prerequisite: SPA 2043 or equivalent.  
   
SPA 4543. Introduction to Spanish Linguistics. Advanced study of the pronunciation, word 
formation, and sentence structure of Spanish.  Prerequisite: SPA 2033 or equivalent.  
   
SPA 4553. Special Topics.  A course focusing on various genres, authors, and literary works in 
Spanish.  Course content varies, but students may expect to read, discuss, and write about prose 
(both fiction and non-fiction), poetry, and/or drama in Spanish.  Prerequisite:  SPA 2033 or 
equivalent.  
   
SPA 4563. Independent Study Abroad.  Advanced study of Spanish and its culture(s) in a 
Spanish-speaking nation.  Prerequisite: SPA 2033 or equivalent.  Repeatable for up to twelve credit 
hours.    
   
SPA 4873. Special Methods. Special Methods in the teaching of foreign language.  Prerequisite:  
SPA 2033.  Does not count toward the Spanish major or minor.  Cross-listed as FRE 4873 and 
GER 4873.  
   
  
  



  
  
  
PHILOSOPHY  
   
The Philosophy Minor  

The 15-hour minor in Philosophy consists of a core of required courses and a set of electives.  
   
Core (9 hours), one course (3 hours) from each of the following two sections:  
   

  Introductory Component…………………………………………….3  
   Either   PHI 2013  Introduction to Philosophy or  
       PHI 2083  Honors Intro   

Historical Component……………………………………………….3  
 Either  PHI 4043  Ancient Philosophy or  
 PHI 4053  Modern Philosophy or  
             PHI 4073  20th Century Philosophy  

Logic Component……………………………………………………3  
Either             PHI 2133  Logic I or  

               PHI 4143  Logic II or  
               ENG 2133   Rhetoric and 

Argument or  
               MTH 2283  

         
Electives (6 hours)  

   

Discrete 
Mathematics  

 Choose 2 from the following:……………………………………..……6  
  PHI  4003    Special Topics  
  PHI  4013    Philosophy of Mind  
  PHI  4043    Ancient Philosophy  
  PHI  4053    Modern Philosophy  
  PHI  4073    20th Century 

Philosophy  
  PHI  4203    Asian Philosophy  
  PHI  4253    Existentialism  
  PHI  4233    Philosophy of Science 
  PHI  2133    Logic I  
 PHI  4143    Logic II  
  PHI  3023    Religions of the World 
  PHI  3063    Independent Study  
  PHI   3113    Ethics   



  HIS4713/PSC3073  Social and Political 
Thought  

  COM  3113/5113  Rhetorical Theory  
  ENG  4643    Rhetoric and 

Composition  
  ENG  4663    Introduction to 

Linguistics  
  ENG     2133    Rhetoric and 

Argument  
  MTH  2283      Discrete Mathematics 

I  
Total hours required for minor in Philosophy…………………………..15  
   
  

The Logic Minor  
Whereas logical thought is a cornerstone of the liberal arts education, students may minor in 
Logic by completing any 15 hours from the following interdisciplinary list of courses.  No more 
than one sophomore or junior level statistics course (PSY 2143, MTH 2323, SOC 3103) may 
count toward this minor.  To encourage students to explore a greater variety of ways of thinking, 
no more than 6 hours may come from a specific area (such as COM, PSY, or MTH). At least 3 
hours must be classes at the 3000 level or higher. Through these varied classes, students learn 
about argumentation; rhetoric; inference; inductive, deductive, or transductive reasoning; logical 
fallacies; symbolic logic; scientific reasoning; analytical reasoning; critical thinking; and other 
forms of using logic and recognizing the illogical.  

  
Fifteen hours from the following:  

COM      2153        Argumentation and Debate  
COM      4093        Persuasion  
COM      4133        Rhetorical Theory  
CSC       1104         Foundation of Computer Science I  
CSC       1114         Foundations of Computer Science II  
ENG       2133        Rhetoric and Argument  
ENG       4643        Rhetoric and Composition  
MTH       2283        Discrete Mathematics I  
MTH       2323        Statistical Methods  
MTH       3573        Transition to Advanced Mathematics   
PHI         2133        Logic I  
PHI         4143        Logic II  
PHI         4043        Ancient 
Philosophy PHI         4053        
Modern Philosophy  
PHI         4073        20th Century Philosophy  



PSY        2143         Research Statistics  
PSY        3153         Cognitive Psychology  
PSY        3233         Critical and Analytical Thinking  
PSY        4323         Advanced Statistics  
SOC       3103          Statistics  
  
 Courses in 
Philosophy  
  

   
The philosophy curriculum is designed to provide students with the opportunities to develop 

the ability to think logically and critically, to speak and write effectively, to appreciate the 
complexity and diversity of world cultures, to understand the physical universe, and to participate 
as concerned, intelligent citizens in the discipline and in the wider world.  The professional mission 
of the philosophy program is to help students develop the ability to see the interconnectedness of 
all of the academic disciplines, to problem-solve in creative and interdisciplinary ways, and to 
acquire the skills to succeed in graduate work in philosophy and other disciplines, as students of 
law, or professionals in medicine, politics, education, and business.  
   
PHI 2013 (PHIL1103). Introduction to Philosophy.  The study of fundamental philosophical 
issues such as the character of reality, the limits of human knowledge, and requirements for a good 
life. The focus will be on understanding and critically evaluating traditional and contemporary 
philosophical positions through study of the works of major philosophers, using philosophical 
methods of argument. Prerequisite: ENG 1473 or ENG 1803 with a C or better.  
   
PHI 2083. Introduction to Philosophy-Honors. An exploration of some fundamental problems 
of human life and its meaning.  Critical thinking about the nature of human knowledge and belief, 
the character of ultimate reality, and the status of values and the shape of moral life will be stressed.  
Enrollment limited to honors students. Prerequisite: ENG 1803 with a C or better and Honors 
standing.  
   
PHI 2133.  Logic I.  An introduction to symbolic logic. Along with discussion of propositional 
logic, natural deduction, truth tables and truth-trees, topics discussed may include one or more of 
the following: predicate logic, modal logic, nonclassical logic, and / or meta-theory. Issues in the 
philosophy of logic will be discussed throughout.  
  

PHI 4143, 5143. Logic II.  An advanced course in symbolic logic.  This course is 
a close study of modal logic and non-classical logic.  Issues in the philosophy of 
logic will be discussed throughout.  Prerequisites:  Junior standing or consent of 
the instructor.   

  
  



  
  
PHI 3023.  Religions of the World.  This course is a hybrid.  On the one hand, it is designed to 
familiarize students with the wide variety of religious traditions that populate the world.  Some of 
the material will be very familiar to some and completely foreign to others; some will likely be 
completely new.  On the other hand, it is a philosophy course.  The central topics in the philosophy 
of religion concern the nature of the divine, the nature of humanity, the Problem of Evil, 
cosmogony and cosmology, fundamentalism, tolerance, and ethics.  In an increasingly globally 
integrated world, the questions raised by comparative religion and the coexistence of religions 
making rival claims have become inescapable.   We will treat both the variety of religions and their 
rather diverse responses to these and other philosophical questions.  This course satisfies the Non-
Western general education requirement.  
   
PHI 3063. Independent Study.  
   
PHI 3113. Ethics.  An introduction to the development of Western philosophical ethical thought. 
This course will critically evaluate major ethical views. Topics may include the relationship 
between individual responsibility and social responsibility, the good life, or issues in applied 
ethics. Prerequisite: ENG 1473 or ENG 1803 with a C or better.  
   
PHI 4003, 5003. Special Topics.  This course focuses on various topics of philosophical 
importance. Examples of such topics include Philosophy of Science and Asian Philosophy as well 
as courses on Metaphysics and Epistemology more generally. Course content varies, so students 
may take this course twice for a total of six hours of credit, but only when the topics are different. 
Prerequisites: Junior standing or consent of the instructor.  
   
PHI 4013, 5013. Philosophy of Mind.  Critical study of the mind, both historical and 
contemporary. Topics discussed include consciousness, perception, the self, and the relationship 
between mind and body.  Prerequisites: Junior standing or consent of the instructor.  
   
PHI 4043, 5043. Ancient Philosophy.  Critical study of the early Western philosophers, primarily 
from the pre-Socratics through Plato and Aristotle. May include brief introduction to major 
Hellenistic philosophies such as Epicureanism, Stoicism, and Skepticism. Prerequisites: Junior 
standing or consent of the instructor.   
   
PHI 4053, 5053. Modern Philosophy.  Critical study of representative work from major 
philosophers of the 17th and 18th centuries, most notably Descartes, Spinoza, Leibnitz, Locke, 
Berkeley, Hume, and Kant. Prerequisites: Junior standing or consent of the instructor.  
   
PHI 4073, 5073. 20th Century Philosophy. Critical study of the major developments in analytic 
philosophy through the 20th century (e.g., work by philosophers such as Russell, Kripke, and 
Quine). Prerequisites: Junior standing or consent of the instructor.  
   
PHI 4203, 5203. Asian Philosophy.  Critical examination of the philosophical motivations and 
justifications for various philosophical positions that developed in Ancient China and Ancient 



India, including Confucianism, Taoism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Zen Buddhism.  Prerequisites:  
Junior standing or consent of the instructor. This course satisfies the NonWestern general 
education requirement.  
 
PHI 4223, 5223. Philosophy of Religion.  This course offers a critical examination of attempts to 
clarify and justify religious beliefs in the monotheistic religious traditions. Topics include, but are 
not limited to, arguments for and against the existence of a divine being, the problem of religious 
experience and religious language, the problem of evil, the ethics of belief, and the relationship 
between science and religion and faith and reason.  
 
   
PHI 4253, 5253. Existentialism.  Critical examination of the philosophical movement now known 
as Existentialism, which developed in the 19th and 20th centuries, including work by Kierkegaard, 
Nietzsche, Heidegger, and Sartre, as well as literary works from authors such as Dostoyevsky and 
Kafka.  Prerequisites:  Junior standing or consent of the instructor.  
   
PHI 4233, 5233. Philosophy of Science.  Critical evaluation of fundamental scientific concepts 
and methods.  Topics include:  science and pseudo-science, observation, confirmation, scientific 
laws, theories, and explanations, and the role of value in scientific inquiry.  Prerequisites:  Junior 
standing or consent of the instructor.  
   
  


